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REPRESENTATION 
Of the Reverend 


The CUREZ of PARIS, 


To the Reverend 


TheCU REZ of the other**Dinceſes 
of FRANCE, 
P 


Upon occaſion of certain corrupt Maximes of 
ſome late GASUIST S* 


REVEREND SIRS, 


F all crue Chriſtians, making truly but one Body, are 
[| to be guided by the canduGt of the fame ſpirit and ſame 

heart, and are out of conſiderations of charity to- 
wards God, oblig'd to be tender of the ſpiritual concern- 
ments one of another, in thoſe emergencies which Heaven 
1s pleas'd to preſent them with; 1t mult needs be, that all 
the Paftors of the Catholick Church ſtand in a far greater 
obligation to that duty. For it being expected that their 
charity ſhould be much more ſhining than thar of private 
men, as being the pattern and model thereof, it is accord- 
ingly but juſt it ſhould more cloſely cement chem together, 
and engage them beyond others, to mutual helps and afſiſt- 
anccs, for the better improvement and editication of thoſe 
ſouls which God hath commirted to their charge. 

Out of this conftderation was it that we were 1nduc'd 
eo entertaig with a fayourable reception, what hath been 
repreſented teus by our Reverend Brethren the Curez of 
Foyen in our late Aſſemblies. Which was this, That the 
Reverend Cure of S. Maclou, one of the molt confiderable 
among them, having thought himſelf obliged to ſay ſome- 
thing (in a Synodal Sermon, preached before his m_ 
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| the Arch-Biſhop of Rouen, above eight hundred Curez, and 
abundance of . other. perſons of quality ) againſt the perni- 
cious Maxirpes of certain Caſuilts,as ſuch as diſturb the or- 
der of the Hierarchy, and corrupt Chriſtian Morality ; And 
that,having ſince declared in a Sermdn preach'd in his own 
Pariſh;though he preach'd againit thoſe corrupt Maximes, 
yet he did not attriblite them to any Order,or to any Com- 
munity or Body ef men,but oppoſed them conſidered only in 
themſelves, The Jcſuits of the City of Rouen have neverthe- 
leſs thought themſelves ſo much diſobliged and injured by 
the publick diſparagement done the doQrine contain'd there- 
in,that they preſented to his Grace the Arch- biſhop of Rouen, 
inthe name of Brbther7obz Briſacter ReCtor of their College 
1n the ſaid City, a Petition fillsd with injuries and calumnies 
againſt the perſon of the ſaid Cure of St. Maclou; to the end, 
that, having+hlaſted his credit and reputation, all others 
might be dererred from engaging in an attempt ſo hazard- 
ous-asthart of the publick diſcrediting of what thoſe ſcan- 
dalous Authors dare publickly write and openly maintain : 
That this unworthy treatment of their Brother had obliged 
them ro aſſemble rogether to examine thoſe points in Mo- 
rality which had given the firſt occaſions of the difference : 
That to effect that, they had peruſed the Books out of 
which they had been taken, and that having made faithful 
ExtraCts thereof, they had found therein ſome propoſitions 
ſoextravagant, and fſolikely to pervert ſouls, that it fur- 
ther ingaged them to fide with their Brother, to demand all 
together the condemnation thereof: That, to that purpoſe, 
they had preſented a Petitron to his Grace the Arch-Biſhop 
of Rowen, who, having return'd them anſwer, that char 
Aﬀair was of general concernment, and reflefted on the 
Whole Church, expreſſed to them his inclinations to have 
the buſineſs returned up to the right Reverend Lords of the 
General Aﬀembly of the Clergy of France, then fitting at 
Pars. And this was it that gave them occaſion to addreſs 
themſelves alſo to Ls, to the end that by mutual and joyur 
affiſtances, our endeavours might prove the more effeQual 
teobtain a Cenſure of theſe Maximes, as ſuch as are abſo- 
lutely oppoſite to the rules and ſpirit of the Goſpel,whereof 
they have ſent us extraGts,and to check the violence of _ 
who, 


The Myſtery of Feſuitiſme: 7 
who, by their power, would muzzle the Paſtors of the 
Church, who being appointed by God ro be watchmen and 
Sentinels ro the Houſe of {ſracl, according to th? words 
of the Scripture, are obliged to cry out and give notice of 
whatever may prejudice thoſe ſouls, whereof God will one 
- day demand ſo ſevere an account at their hands. 

This advice of theirs, full of prudence and zeat, having 
had a great influence upon us, hath put us upon a reſolut1- 
on in our late afſ:mblies, not only to joyn our endeayours 
with thoſe of the reyerend Curez of Fouen, but alſo to tmi- 
eate them, by communicating to you this Aﬀair which in- 
deed is common to all, fince it equally concerns us all that 
the Church, the chaſte and undetiled Spouſe of JESUS 
CHRIST, whereof we are intrulted with the conduR, 
under the authority of our Lords the Biſhops, ſhould not 
receive any ſpot or pollution in her Morality, by Maximes 
that are corrupt, and abſolutely contrary to her holy ad- 
miniſtrations ; and that ſhe ſhould not any longer lye ſub- 
ze&t to the ſcandalous reproaches which her profeſſed Enc- 
mes, the Hereticks, burthen her with upon this occaſion, 
in that they wonld have her to be accountable for thoſe 
pernicious opinions of certain private Caſuiſts, though ſhe 
hath ever oppoſed and conE&mned them by her Canons and 
Decrees. 

'Tis withthis deſign, and purely out of a corfideration 
of doing the Church ſome ſervice, and to the end you 
might be fully acquainted with all that paſſed upon this 
emergency, weſend you a copy of the Petition, which the 
reverend the Curez of ZJouen preſented to their Arch-Bithop, 
with a faithful extraft of ſome of the Propoſitions, taken 
out of a far greater number of others ſuitable thereto, which 
contain ſuch a doCtrine, as no man that hath ever ſo little 
tenderneſs of his own Salvation but muſt conceive a horror 
at ;and among which we have only put in thoſe that concern 
Moraltsty, and not thoſe that concern the Hierarchy. Where- 
of we hope this effeCt, that being bound up inthe ſame ſpi- 
rit of peace, concord and charity, and embarqued in the 
ſam? deſires of cultivating thoſe ſouls which are commit- 
tedtous all, you might joyn with us, as diverſe of the 
reverend the Curez of other Dioceſes have already offered 
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to do, and accordingly ſend your Letters of procuration or 
Atturney te the Syndics of our Company, authenticated 
by the teſtimonies of ewo publick Notaries, and ſer at the 
bottom of the Extract which we ſend you of the propeſiti- 
ons to be condemned ; and to demand and proſecute joynt- 
ly with us, as well before the Lerds of the General Afﬀem- 
bly of the Clergy of France, as elſewhere, as it ſhall be 
thought requiſite, the Cenſure and condemnation of theſe 
pernicious maximes, Which cerrupt and poiſon Chriſtian ' 
Morality, and diſturb civil Society,ſuch as are thoſe where- 
of we ſend you the extraGts, and others of the ſame thread. 

That fo, the people, whom God hath committed to our 
charge, urider our Lords the Prelates, may henceforth be 
preſerved from that mortal venome which inclines them to 
Iicentiouſneſs and Libertiniſme : and that we may have ec- 
Caſton all rogether to praiſe and bleſs the Father of Mercies, 
for that he hath given us the power and confidence to do 
that which our duties obligedus to, without being deter- 
red by any fear or humane conſiderations ; as alſo for that 
he ſhall have done us the fayour to make our endeayours 
upon this account inſtrumental and contributary to the 
ſalvation of choſe many Souls which have been redeemed 
by the precious bloud of our Lord and Saviour JESUS 
CHRIST. 


Concluded, and ſigned by order of the Aſſembly of the re- 
verend, the Curexz of Parz. 


ROUSSE, Cure of 5. Roch, 
Syndic. 
DU PUIS, Cure of the Saints 
Innocents, Syndis. 


Paris, Sept. 17. 
I 6 5 6, 
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PE F4 1 LOR 
PRESENTED 


By the Reverend the Curez of 


ROUEXN to their Arch- 
'Biſhop. 


To the Right Reverend Father in God, the moſt 
Iluftr ious and moſt Relinious, the Arch-Biſhop 
of Rouen, Primate of Normandy. | 


== Dean and Curez of Fouer, whoſe names are ynder 
written humbly ſhew, That for ſome years patt, 
many great Prelares, and others of the.Clergy, men vene- 
rable for their piety and abilitics haye obſerved, and ac- 
cordingly complained as well in their writings as their dif- 
courles, that divers. late Authors who have treared of .71o- 
ral Theology and the Caſes of Conſcience, have taught in 
their writings and the books they have ſet forth upon theſe 
ſubjeQs, certain pernicious doCtrines, ſych as corrupt good 
manners, and are abſolutely oppolits to the maximes of 
the Goſpel. That the late Arch biſhop, your Uncle and 
predeceſſor was one of thoſe, who made the greateſt diſ- 
coveries of the conſequences of this inconvenience, which 
he bewails very much in that excellent Treatiſe of his, in- 
rituled, De Rebus Eccleſia, where, with a zeal and carnelt- 
neſs worthy ſogreat a Prelate, hz bemoans the corruption 
of Morality, and the diſſolution of Diſcipline which hath 


been occahion:d by the deſtruttive principles of the accommo- 
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dating and complying Theology of the late Caſuiſts, whoſe 
books he compares to thoſe littl: penitential Treatiſes which 
were heretofore uſed as inſtructions to Confeſſors inthe admi- 
niſtration of the Sacrament of Penance, into which there 
crept ſo many errors and abuſes, that the ſecond Counci] 
of Chaalons under Charlemaizne, and the ſixth Council of 
Paris under L.-2vi the Debonair, thought themſelves oblig'd 
to condema them. 

But beſidestheſe matters of grievance for which we have 
the complaicts of divers eminent perſons of theſe times 
2gainft the Caſuilts, it hath many times been thought ne- 
ceſſary to prevent the further progreſs of the corrupt do- 
Etrine of ſome by Cenſures and othcr juridical ways, which 
courſe was taken with a Book written by Peter Milbard, 2 
Beredictine Monk, ertitled, The grand Guide of the Curez ; 
;S alſo with that of M. Bertin Berthawld, a Prielt of the 
Dioceſe of Chutznce, intituled, The Direfor of Confeſſurs, 
both whic hreceiv.d their cenfure from the Theological Fa- 
culty o: P.azxw, And ſince that time hath the ſame courſe 
been tacen with the Book of the Summary of Sins, written 
by Father Bzuny, a Jeſuit, which hath been cenſur'd at 
om: by thz Congregation appointed for th? prohibition 
and condemnation of Books, and in France by the Aﬀem- 
bly generalof the Clergy, April 12. 1642. as containing 
ſuch prepoſitions as might incline Souls to libertiniſme and 
the corruption of good manners, and violate natural right 
and the Law of Nations, excuſe Blaſphemies, Uſuries, $1- 
monies and many other the moſt horrid tranſgreſſions. 

And your Grace may take it further into conſideration, 
how that it 1s expreſſed in the At of Cenſure, that our 
Lords the Prelates had reſolved to have a Syltem of Moral 
Di1nity corapoſed by ten or twelve DoCtors of the molt 
eminent of the Faculty of Paris, which ſhould be approved 
by the Prelates of this Kingdom, and received in all their 
Dioceſes, ſoin ſome meaſure to prevent the inconveniences 
occaſion? by tic multiplicity of books of that nature. And 
about two years after this cenſure was paſſed, that is to ſay 
jn the year, 1644. Father Hereau, a Jcſuit, Reader of the 
Caſes of Conſciences in the Colledge of Clermont in Paris, 
having entertained his Scholars with certain propoſitions 


pre- 
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prejudicial ro the Lives of men, the Univerſity put in an 
Information againſt him for it, and preſented to the 
Parliament three Petitions one after another, In the firſt 
whereof, dated Flarch y. inthe ſame year, the Univer- 
fity prayes, That the Jeſaics might not be permitted thence- 
forth toread Divinity 1n the Colledge of Clermont or any 
where elſe. In the ſecond, the Univerſity repreſents to 
the Court, and ſhews that the Do&trzne contained in the 
writings of Father Heyeau, is not to 'be conſidered as the 
opinion of one particular man, but as the doftrine of ſe- 
veral Authors of that Society. And the drife of the third 
Petition 1s, toperſwade the Court to ſuppreſs that book 
of Father Cauſſinus, Which is called, An Apology for the 
Feeligious men of the Society of Feſus, wherein that Feſust 
endeavours to vindicate his Society from the charge put in 
againit chem by the Vneverſity, and undertakes in that Li- 
bel, to juſtihe the pernicious doEtrines which had occaſio- 
ned the preſenting of the two former petitions. 

W hile theſe things were 1n agitation, the King having 
(advice had with his Council ) received notice of the 
pernicious doctrines taught at the Colledge of Clermont, 
ſ:nt for the Provincial and ſuperionrs of the three houſes 
which the Jeſuits have about Pars, and diſcovered to them, 
in the preſence of the Queen Regent his Mother, how much 
he was diſſatisfied with the Propofitions taught by F. He- 
reats; telling them that the Superiours were very much to 
blame for ſutfering ſuch maximes to be brought upon the 
ſtage, as whereof the very knowledge was very dangerous, 
as being ſo far from obliging men to a regulation of their 
paſſions, that they encourage men rather to comply there- 
with. His Majzſty further cxpreſſzd his defires to the Su- 
periours of that Order, that they would for the future be 
more Careful to take noti.e of the doctrine that ſhould be 
either publiſhed or taught in their Houſes ; that- he would 
| Not take it for any excuſe, they ſhould alledge their igno- 
rance of the corrupt maximes that might be treated of by 
their Fathers ; and that he would call them to account for 
What ever thould be done amils for the time to come. 

Whereupon as 1t may be ſcen inthe Order of the Coun- 
Ci] publithed afterwards, bearing datethe 28. of April 1644 
the 
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the ſaid Jeſuits were, as they pretended, extremely trou- 
bled, his Majeſty ſhould have any occaſton to take any 
thing ill as tothe carriage of any Father of theirs ; they 
acknowledged, that the ſaid Father Hcreaw had not done 
wellin creating publickly of ſuch Queſtions, as were com- 
plained of ; that they diſclaimed them, thinking it very dan- 

erousthey ſhould be either taught or treated of ;- and that 
Fr the future they would take ſuch a courſe, as thar in 
their Colledges there ſhould not be advanced any thin 
that might prove prejudicial to the Publick. The cffeli 
of theſe declarations of theirs, was, that the King, with 
the advice of his Council ſent out ſevere prohibitions to 
the Jcſuits and all others, that they ſhould not for the fu- 
ture either in their publick Lectures, or otherwiſe, treat of 
any ſuch prepoſitions, with an injunCion to the Superiours 
to be very watchful that there ſhould not, in any of their 
houſes, things of that nature be advanced ; and in the 
mean, that F. Hereau ſhould remain ſecured in their Col- 
ledge,: till ſome furtker order fhould be taken about him by 
his Majeſty. 

The noiſe and ſtir, which thoſe pernicious propoſitions 
of Father Hereaw's did at that time raiſe about Pars, and 
partfcularly thoſe that concerned the killing of evzl ſpeakers, 
revived the curioſity of a many very learned and judicious 
perſons to look more narrowly into the doCtrine of the 
Caſuilts. The Authors of the books written at that time 
in defence of the Univerſity againſt the deſigns and attempts 
of the Jeſuits, drew up a Catalogue of a many dangerous 
propoſitions, which may be found principally in two Books , 
Whereof one 15 1ntituled, Academcal Truths ; and the other, 
The Anſwer of the Univerſuty of Paris, to the CApologie for 
tbe Jcſuits, written by Father Cauſinus. But much abour 
this very time, as alſo ſince, there have been publiſhed 
ſeveral larger . collections, wherein are rallyed together 
abundance of abominable propoſitions, which are, in the 
ſaid Collections attributed to the Caſuiſts, and thoſe the 
molt eminent of that quality. 

This was 1t alſo, may it pleaſe your Grace, that gaveus 
occaſion, to examine with the greateſt care we could, 
whether there were to be found in the books of theſe Au- 
thors, 
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thors, DoCtrines ſo pernicious, as thoſe that were Cited in 
the Collections. 

' The charge of Paſtors which we exerciſe in the Church 
under your Authority, and the obligation that lyes upon 
us, to prevent the Souls committed to our charge from be- 
ing infeed by this contagion, and the Prieſts who admi- 
niiter the Sacrament of Penance in our ſeveral pariſhes, 
from taking for a rule theſe dangerous maximes, and put 
chem in practicein our Confeſſion Seats, have engaged us 
to joyn together in this deſign, and we have with the ſame 
ſpirir and ſame heart conſulted the books we could meet 
with, wherein we have found a great number of erroneous, 
dangerous and deteſtable propoſitions, and have drawnup 
true copies of the ſame,which we preſent to your Greatneſs, 
accordingly to obtain the cenſure thereof. 

And whereas this evil hath ſpread it ſelf ſo far, that 
1t cannot any longer be either concealed or difſembled, 
it may be thought hightime to hinder its further pro- 
greſs by ſome effectual remedy. For, things are come 
ro that paſs, that unleſs Epiſcopal Autherity interpoſe 
it (elf and rife up, to condemn theſe lewd propoſitions, 
ſuch of the people as are acquainted therewith might 
be erroneouſly perſwaded that theſe opinions, being 
taught by Catholick DoCtors, and tolerated in the Church, 
are not corrupt, and that they may be followed with 
ſafety of conſcience ; which, if ſome ſudden proviſion 
be not made againſt it, may produce very deplorable 
effefts. For thole that have but any thing more than ordi- 
nary inclinations to piety, will till be ſcandalized at it, the 
more diſſolute will thence take occaſion to fin with more 
inſolence and encouragement, and hereticks will be ſure to 
make their advantages of it, that is, thinkit ajult ground 
publickly to diſcredie the Catholick Church, by laying at, 
her door theſe pernicious maximes, as hath been done here- 
rofore by the Miniſter Du Moulin in his book Of Tradritens, 
where he repreaches the Church of Rume with the peſtilent 
opinions of ſome of our Caſuiſts, 

Ic is on the other ſide to be confidered, that there never 
was {o much neceſſity to abate the contidence of theſe new- 
Iy-1lluminated Divines, whereof we find the latter {till 
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adding fomething to the extravagancies of - their prede- 
ceflors ; whichit were no hard matter to make appear by 
diverſe notorious examples that will deſerve notice ſhould 
be taken thereof. So that 1f ſome courſ? be not taken to 
ſuppreſs a temerity ſo prejudicial to the Church, 1t's to be 
feared, that Time may hereafter ſo bring things about, thar 
men may take for ſound dodtrines and undeniable Truth, 
abundance of dangerous propoſicions, which the more ſear- 
conſcienced Caſuiſts have not preſumed yet to advance 
otherwiſe than as queſtionable and hardly probable. 

Your Gra-ehaviag taken all theſe things into your ſert- 
ous conſideration, We arefurther moſt humble Suitors to 
your Grandeur, that you would be pleaſed ro employ thar 
Authoriy, and that truly Epiſcopal z2al which you have, 
to weed theſe curſed tares our of the Ficld of the Church, 
and to make way for the purity of Chriſtian Morality to 
thrive therein, by rooting out theſe unhappy doctrines, by 
a Cenſure worthy your telf, that is, ſuch as, no doubt, 
willencourage anJ engage other Prelates to do the ſame 
thing in their Dioceſes ; whereof what can be the conſe- 
quence, but that the Spouſeof JESUS CWRIST, be- 
ing found incorruprible and without ſpot as well in her 

Tanners as in her Dofrine, muſt put her enemies to ſt- 
Jence, and inviolably preſerve her ſelf and perſevere 1n that 
purity which her divine Spouſe hath merited for her by his 
Blood. And whereas M. Jobn Briſacier, calling himſelf 
Rettor of your Epiſcopal Colledge, hatch ſome days fince 
preſented to your Grandeur a Petition full of injurious cx- 
preſſiens ahd calumnics againſt the perſon of M. Charles du 
Four, Abbot of Aulney, Treaſurer of your Cathedral 
Church, and Cure of the pariſh of St. Mace ; in which 
petition he treats the (aid, du Four in no other terms than 
thoſe of Temerarious, Seditiow, refrafory, abtttor of he- 
refic, and DetraQor, and charges him with a many other 
ſcandalous and reviling charaQers, meerly for having 
preached, with zeal and earneſtneſs; againſt theſe dange- 
rous doCtrines, once in your preſence, and before all your 
Clergy, and another time in his own pariſh, expl2ining 
to the people the commandments of God, and the who'!e- 
ſome Maxumes of the Goſpel, yer withour the leatt deroga- 
tion 
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tion Or 1njury to the Feſurts: And whereas the main deſign 
of the ſaid Brsſacter 1a the Petition he hath preſented to 
you, by way ot complaint, 1s, to ſtop the mouths of the 
Paſtors, and to hinder us from infiructing the People com- 
mitted ro our Charge 1a the purity of Chriſtian Morality, 
and oppoſing thoſe errours wherewith ſome do ſo much en- 
deaveur to corrupt it, It is the humble ſuic of your Pert- 
tioners, That it may plcaſe your Grace to enjoyn and order 
him to, make the ſaid du Fur reparation for the horrid ca- 
lumnizs and affronts contained in his ſaid Petition, and ob- 
lige the ſaid Briſacter ſincerely ro diſclaim and retraCt, as 
well by writing as by word, thoſe deteſtable Opinions. 
And in caſe you ſhall thin' fir co admit him the ſaid Briſa- 
cicr to plead fer himſelf, that ſo there may be a legal pra- 
ceeding in the buſineſs, that you would be pleaſed to or- 
der, that, before any privilzdge be allowed him, ke be en- 
gaged to "ler himie]f canonically of the charafter and Cen- 
ſure paſſed and publiſhed againſt him by the late Archbi- 
ſhop of Pars, and withall ro cauſe him to be acknowledg- 
ed by his Superiours 1n a:l his complaints and pleas, and to 
ſubmit, 1n all this proſecution to your Tribunal and Juriſ- 
diction, and further to declare from article to article whe- 
ther he approves or diſapproves the Propofitiens which the 
Cure of S. Miclou hath publickly' cry'd down 1n his Ser- 
mons, Whercof there 1s a cat2lozue hereunto annexed, and 
ſo, that once done, joyn iffue, and after all things have 
been fairly debated, to itand to your judgment upon the 
Whole matter. | 

And for our parts whe are your P-ritioners, and call 
upon you as our judge and Father, we humbly defire your 
grace Will be pleaſed to continue us in your prot<Ction, to- 
gether with the ſaid Cure of St. Maclou, whoſe cafe we all 
make our own, 2nd, by condemning theſe pernicious do- 
Ctrines, keep thoſe quier and ftlent who would divert us 
from oppo{ing the ſainz, and ditcovering to the People the 
dangerous conſequences thereof, And we beſeech you fur- 
ther co conſider, how inſupportable it mult be to the Pa- 
ltors and Curez of your Metropolis, to ſee, that ſome par- 
ticular perſons among the Jeſuits, ſhould make it their bu- 
lincſs to ſtop their mouths, and to dic them {rom preach- 
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ing the truth of ſound doftine, and to oppoſe the extraya- 
gances of an erroneous Morality, while it is ſuffered thar 
thoſe very particular perſons ſhould publickly countenance 
and maintain them, as is done daily by the ſaid Father Bys- 
ſacter, as well by writing as diſcourie, as we ſhall find ir 
no hard matter to prove, if he dares deny it. 

Nor does he do this himſelf, but, as 1f his example were 
contagious, the ſame thing hath been done, and that with 
more ſcandal and danger, by Father de Bos, Regent in Di- 
vinity in your Archi-epiſcopal Colledge, who, not think- 
ing it enough, that he had beaten down and endeayoured 
rodc:ſtroy, as he hath done this laſt year, that point of Ec- 
clefiaſtical and Hierarchical diſcipline that is the belt efta- 
bliſhed in your Dioceſe, as havzang made ſeveral ſer difſ- 
courſes to his Scholars (who are in a manner all Prieſts 
well known and reſpetted in our Pariſhes) againſt the ob- 
ligation of hearing parochial Maſſes, and againſt the Au- 
thority which the Prelates have to oblige the people thereto, 
hath, within this moneth, forborn his ordinary LeRures, 
out of a defign to excuſe, nay, indeed to maintain, the 
pernicious doGtrine of the moſt diſallowed Caſuiſts of his 
Order, as having, among others, undertaken to juſtific 
that book of Father Bawny's, entituled, The Summary of 
Sins, and to make his deCtrine paſs for ſound and innoceanr, 
though that very book had been cenſured art Zome, as alſd 
by our Lords the Biſhops in a general Aſſembly. 

It was alſo with the ſarfte exceſs of cortdence that the 
ſaid Father d: Bus hath preſumed co vindicare Father A- 
micus, a Divine of his Society, upon the ſubject of Merthcr 
is be committed on thoſe who either calumniate or threaten to 
calumniate Prieſts or Relegious men, even to that height, as 
that in the laſt LeQures he read to his Scholars within th-le 
few days, he hath clearly maintained, that #8 was lawful jor 
Prieſts and Religious men, to defend, etiam cum morte inva- 
ſoris, the reputation they bave acquired by their wertue and 
prudence, when th:re us nu other courſe 80 be taken to divert 
the detraflor. 

All which when your grace hath taken into ſcrious con- | 
 fideration, we humbly defare, you will be pleaſed to or- 
der the ſaid Regent publickly to retraR and diſclaim the 
propo- 
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propoſitions he hath advanced, as well againſt good man- 
ners, as againſt the order and diſcipline of your Dioceſs, 
and that of the whole Church, and that a prohibition 
be iſſued out, that he may not for the future ſpread a- 
broad any ſuch ſcandalous doftrines, upon pain of thoſe 
canonical chaſtifements incurrible by the contrary. 


And in the mean time, Te ſhall pray unto God zwho 
z5 the great Maſter of all good and wholſome dofrine,that 
be would preſerve your grace, to the end that purity may 
be reeftabliſhed in his Church, and proſper you in all your 
undertakings. 

x And at the bottome were their Seals with the Names enſu- 
ing, VIZ. 


Turgis, Dean of Chriflendome, and Cure of St. Vivian. 

Du Tour, Cure of St. Maclou. 

Du Perroy, Cure of St. Stephen, Lzs Tonnetiers. 

Sancier, Cure of St. Deny's. 

Voiſin, Gaye of St. Michael's. 

Thierry, Gure of St. John's. 

Chretien, Cure of Sz. Patrick's. 

Le Clerc, Cure of St. Andrew's, 

Picquais, Cure of St. Saviour's. 

Lorrain, Cure of St. Martia Je port. 

Avice, Cure of St. Lo. 

De Sahurs, Cure of St Peter's du chaftck. 

Le Febure, Cure of St. Vincent's. 

De La Vigne, Cure of St. Peter's le Portier. 

| Nicolas Tallebor, Cure of St. Andrew's pres Cauchosſe. 

De La Folle, Dean and Cure of our Lady's Church, dels 
Ronde. 

De La Haye, Cure of St. Amand. 

Marc, Cure of St. Martin ſur Rencle. 

Tirel, Cure of the Holy Croſs, des PeBetiers. 

Le Prevoſt, Cure of St. Herbeland's. 

Artus, Cure of St. Vigor. 

Gueroult, Cure of Sr. Nicaiſc. 

Des Marets, Cure of the Hely Croſs, St. Owen's. 

Cotteret, Cure of St, Candus the younger. 
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De Fieux, Cure of St. Lawrence's, 

Tevencau, Cure of St. Stephen's the great Church. 
Le Cuilier, Cure of St. Mary's the Leſſer. 
Eaucillon, Cure of St. Nicholas. 


The ſaid Petition was communicated to the Profioy ac> 
cordeng to the order of bis Grace the Arch- Biſhop of Ro- 
uen, made at bis Archi-epiſcopal Palace of Gaillon, Au- 
guft 28. 1656, | 


= 
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R 
CATALOGUE 


PROPOSITIONS, 


Contained in an FExtrait made of ſome of the 
moſt d1ngerous Propoſitions of diverſe late 


C3(uiſts, 12 point of MORALITY, faith- 
fully taken ont of their Vi ork5, | 


I. 


Aint Thomas, (Aquina:) having ct:arly taught, @19d- 
\J (6.8. 2.13. and Qudis. 3. 4,10. that ths opinions 
of Dsfors hinder not bur thar a man may be guilty of Sin, 
when he a6ts ag4inſt the law of God ; theſe Caſuifts, on the 
contrary, teach, that an Opinion 1s probable When 1t 1s main= 
rained only by one grave Doctor, and that a man may be 
confident he do2s not fin, though he quit an opinion whiciy 
he knows to be true, and is the more ſafe, to follow that 
which 15 contrary thereto, and conſequently lefs probable 
and lefs ſafes, This is afhrmed by FILLIUCIUS, a Jeſuit, 
Myr. Qu.tr.21 C.4-1 128. TANNERUS, a Jeſ. Theol. 
Schol. Jom. 2. dif. 2. q. 6. dub. 2. SANCHEZ, Jef. #7 Su:;:. 
I. 1. £.9. #.7. LAYMAN, Jef. Theol. Flor. l. tr. tr. r. c. 
5. ScBb. 2 i. 6e 

II, 

Of a ſtrange 1mapination which theſ? Caſuilts have, that 
their opinions, being ſuppoſed probable,d4o make thar,whictr 
was fin bcfore, nor to be ſuch any longer. CARAMUEL, 
m Epift. ad Ant. Dianam. 

ITT. 

That the Caſuitts are at Iiberty to afſwer acCcoriling to 

the opinions of others, though they think them erroneous,” 
B Wilt 
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when they are likely to prove more acceptable to thoſe that 
conſult them, that is to ſay, they may anſwer one while 
according to one Man's judgment, and another —_ , 
to another's, though contrary thereto. LAYMAN, Jel. 
Theol. Mor- 1. 1. tr. 1. C.5. Seb. 2. n. 7, ESCOBAR, Pronc. 
£X. 3. $24» 

IV. 

That the conditions which theſe Caſuiſts require as ne- 
ceſſary to make an ation impurable as fin, may excuſe an 
infinite number of crimes. BAUNY, Jcf. Som. des pechez, 
C. 39. þ+ 906. of the C—_— 

How they elude and annihilate the Jaws of the Church 
in the puniſhment of the moſt horrid crimes. Eſcobar, Je. 
Th. Aly. tr. 1. Exam. 8. c. 3. Praxis ex Socict. Feſu Do- 
Foribue. : 

VI. 

That one may kill another to prevent a box o' th' car or 2 
blow with a ſtick. Azor, Jel. Inflit. Flor. Part. 3. 1. 2. 
p- 105. Filliucius, Jef. To. 2. tr. 29. c. 3. u 5o. Leſſius, 
Fel. de Fuſt. © Fure, I. 2. C. 9. dub. 12. n. 77. Eſcobar, 
fel. For. Theol. tr. 1. Exam. 7. c. 3. Praxis Soc. Feſu. 
Becan, Jeſ. Sum part. 3. tr. 2. c. 64: de Homicid. qu. 8. 

VII 


That it is lawful even fer an Eccleftaſtick and a Relipi- 
ous man to maintain the honour he hath acquired by his 
Jearning and vertue, by killing him who derogates from 
his repuration by opprobrious ſpeeches and calummes. A- 
micus, Tel. Tom. 5. diſp. 36. n. 118. 

| VIII. 

The doQtrine of Father Amicus that permits a Religi- 
ous man to kill him chat threatens tocalumniate, maintain- 
ed by Caramucl, as being the only true judgment upon that 
- Caſe, the contrary being not ſo much as probable. Thee). 
Frndam. Fund. 55. SeB. 6. p. 544- 

IX 


That it is doubtful whether 2 Religious man having 
made uſe of a Woman, may not kill her if ſhe offer ro 
diſcover what paſſed between them. Caramucl ibid. Sc. 
7. þ- $51. 


X. That 
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That as it is lawful for a Man to defend his honour 2- 
gainſt him that would rob him of ic, by charging him with 
a crime he is not guilty of, ſo may hedo it allo, by killing 
him. Caramuel, Theol. Fimdam. Fund. 55. Seft.6.p. 550. 

XI. 

That it is lawful, according to ſome, in the Geculative, © 
and according to others in the Prafick alſo, for a man ro 
wound or k11] one that hath given him a box o'ch* ear, even 
though the other run away for it. Leſſee, Jeſ. de Fuſs. 5 
Far. I. 2. c. 9. dub. 12.n.79. Reginaldus, Jl. in Praxt, 
I. 21. n.6:. Filliucins, Jel. tr. 29. c. 3. n. 51. Layman, 
Jeſ. 7.3. ir. 3. par. 3. C.3- n.3. Eſcobar, Jef. Mor. The= 
ol. tr.1. Fxam. 7. c. ;. Praxis. Car amuel,Th:ol. Fundam Fund. 


55. ScR.8. pag.y51- 
4 XII. 


That a man may kill a falſe accuſer, nay, the witneſſes 
produced by him, and the Fudge himſelf, when they can- 
not be otherwiſe diverted from oppreſſing the innocent. 
Tannerus, Jeſ. To. 3. diff. 4- q- 3. d. 4. n. 83. Sanchez, Tel. 
Oper. Mor. tn Decal. I. 2.c.39.n.7. 

| XIII. 

That it is lawful to procure abortion before the Child be 
quick in the Womb, to ſave a Maid's life or reputation, 
Egidius Truliench in Decal. Tom. 5.1.5. c. 1. dub. 4. n. 1. 
Et quidam Theologus Soctetatis Feſu apnd Dianam, Part: 6. 
Tr. 8. Reſul. 37. 

«_* XIV. | 

That it is lawful co kill him that gives us the Lye, or any 
way reviies us. Eſcobar Thevl. Flr. tr. 1. Exam. 7. c. 3. 
Prax:s.Reginaldus, Jel. 1. 2. 1. c. 5. n. 60. 


XV. 

That it 1s lawful for us ro kill him that takes away our 
goods from us, even though he run away to ayoid it, pro- 
vided the thing be of value. Z-fſrus, Jef. de Fnſt © Fure, 
L. 2. Cc. 9. dub. 11. n.66. © 72. Eſcutar, Jl. Thesl. Mor. 
ir. 1. Exam. 7. c. 3. Praxis. 

XVL. 

Thar it 1s lawful npon certain occafions to accept achal- 

lenge and to fight a duel. Eſcobar, Jef. The). «Mor. tr. 1. 
B 2 


£ xam., 


- 
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Fam. 7. c. 3. Traxis Layman, Jl. 1. 3. T. 3. part. 3.c 3. 
n.2.5 3. Hurtado de IAlendeza, Nel. in 2: 2. diſp. 170. 
Sea. y. Sb. 82. Apud Dianam, Part. 5. tr. 13. R-ſol. |. 
21. dem Hurtado de Mendoza, Jef. referente Diana, Part. 5. 
tr. 14: INhiſcclian. 2. Reſol. 99. 


XVII. 

That 1t 15 not S:mony either to give or receive 2 temporal 
good for a ſpiritual, when it is given only as the motive, 
and not as the price.” Gregorius & I alentia, Jef. 3. t0.3. dip: 
6. qu. 16. Pun. 3. p.2039. © ſequent. Eſcobar, Jef. Mor. 
Thedl. tra. 6. ex. 2. C. 6.1. 40. Praxis. Milbard, Guide des 
Curez,ch.63. Inft.1.n.2. 

XVIII. 

That it is not fimony to obtain a Benefice upon the pro- 
miſe of a ſumm of Money, when a Man hath no intention 
to pay it. {ſcobar, Jef. Iloral. Theul. tr. 6. Exam. 2. 
C. 2. #9. 14+ 

| XIX. 

That a Fortune-teller is obliged to reftore what he hath 
received for telling one's fortune, if. he hath not adviſed 
with the ſtars, bur that he is not obliged to reſtirution if 
he hath conſulted the Devil. Sanchez, Jef. Sum. Caf. I. 2. 
C. 38. 11. 96. 

XX. 

That a Man 1s not obliged either according to the right 
of Nature, or according to the Laws of his Countrey to 
reſtore what he hath received for giving an unjuſt ſentence, 
or committing an Aflaflinate, or an act of Adultery, bur 
may. lawfully retain it. Lefſrus, Jeſ. de: Tuft. 1. 2. © 1.4. 
d, 8.11.52. 

XX1. : 

The encouragement, and the gap Which theſe Caſuif's 
lay open' for domettick frauds. Bauny, Jef. $19. des Pech. 
p- 213» © 214. Egit. 6. 

XXII. 

That a Man 1s not obliged to make reſtitution for the 
Lofles which a third pzrſon hath done upon our ſolicita- 
tion and procurement. Bawny, ef. Som. des Pech. p. 307, 
308. Edit, 6. 

» XXIIL. That 


s 
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| XXII. 

That 2 Man 1s not obliged upon pain of mortal fin to 
reftore th? toral ſumm which he hath gotten together by 
2 many little thefts. Bauny, Jef. Som. des Pech. p. 220. 
Eqdit 6. 

XXIV. | 

Uſury palliated by theſe Caſuitts under the name of Mz 
jor, upon whom they, impoſe. Bawuny, Jel. Som. des Pecher, 
Pp 331. & ſequent. Edu. 6 

XXV. 

That Envy is no mortal fin when it 1s conceived only at 
the temporal good of our Neighbour. Bauny, Jef. Som. 
des Pech. p. 123. Edit. 6. 

XXVI. 

That a Prieſt who hath received Money of one Man to 
ſay a Mafle, may afterwards receive of another, as much 
as thar part of the Sacrifice which belongs to himlelt a- 
mounts to. Fſcobar, Jel. Theol. Alor. Tr. 1. Exam. 11, 
C.4. Praxis. 

XXVII. | 

That it 1s a ſufficient hearing of the Maſle to hear the 
four parts of it at the (ame time. Eſcobar, Jef. Theol. Alo- 
ral. Tr. 1. Exam 41. Cc. 4. Praxis, p. 146. Edit. Lagdun, 
Anno 1644. Bauny, If. Floral. Theol. par. 1. Tr. 6, 
de pracepto audicenda Miſſz, qu. 9. pag. 312. 

. / KXXVLIL. 

Relaxations abſolutely deſtroying the obligation of Fa- 
ſing. Fſcobar, Jcf. Theol, Flor. Tr. 1. Exam. 13. c. 3. 
Pra.c1s, 

XXIX. 

The Caſuiſts haye brought the care which Confcflors 
ought to have to judge of the diſpoſition of their Penitents, 
to 2 ſimple demand whether they are ſorry for their fins, 
and have an intention not to fall into the like again ; and 
pretend, that if they ſay, Yes, the Conteſfors are obliged 
to believe them Filltucins, Jef. Flor Gueſt. Ton. 1. 
Traft. 7. n. 354. Suaicg, Jef. in 3, Part. Tom. 4 diff 33. 
Sette. 2. n. 2. 

XXX. 

That the Peaitent, though interrogated by his Confel- 

B 3 ſor, 
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ſor, is not —_ ro acknowledge that the ſin wherewith 
he charges himſelf is an habicual fin, into which he is wont 
to fall ofren. Bauny, Jeſ. Theol. Flor. part. 1. TraB. 4. de 
Pemr. q. 15. p.137- 

XXXlI. 

That 2 next eccaſion of ſinning being ſuppoſed to be 
that which of it ſelf induces a Man to commic mortal fin, 
and in which a Man 1s ſeldom or never conceived to be, but 
he falls into that mortal fin ; yer it is lawful for a Manto 
continue therein, nay, to engage himſelf in ſych an vcca- 
fin, out of a conſideration of the ſpiritual or temporal 
good of himſelf or his Neighbour. Bauny, Jeſ. Theol. Mor. 
Hart. 1. Tr. 4. de Pant. qu. 14 p93, © 94+ 

_ _. XXXII. 


That 2 Man that keeps a Concubine is not oblig'd to 
diſmiſs her, but only ro promiſe that he will not fin with 
her any more, it being ſuppoſed he cannot enjoy himlelf, 
and muſt lead a melancholy life without her. Santieus, in 
Sel lis Diſþ. dip. 10. n 20. apud Dianam parts, TraR.14. 


Heſol. 108. 
: / XXXIII. 


That the conſideration of a temporal concernment may 
oblige the Confefor to abſolve a Penitent that is in the 
next occaſion of finning, though he quir it not. Bawny, Jef. 
Theol. Mor Par. 1. Tr 4. d: Panit, qu. 14. pag. 94+ 

XXXIV. 

Thar it is Jawful for 2 Confeſſor to abſolve thoſe that 
are in the next occaſons even of Inceſt, without obliging 
them to ſeparate, when their relapſes are not frequent and 
in a manner diurnal, bur only once or twice a Moneth. 
Nay further, that a Confeſlor is engaged, voties quoties, 
to abſolve the youns Gentleman, that cannot forſake his 
Father's hoaſe nor diſmiſs thence the Servant-maid he or- 
dinarily makes uſe of , though there be no likeliheod he 
ſhould forbear ſinning witk her, though he promiſe to da 
it, Bauny, Jeſ. Somm. des 'Pech. ch. 46. p. 1089. Edit. 6. 

| XXXV. 

That a Confcſ[or 1s obliged, toties quoties, to abfolvz 
thoſe young People who grow worſe and worſe, and are 
Cuilry of frequent relapſes into the ſame mortal fins, 
| | | chough 
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though they make it not in the leaſt meaſure their buſineſs 
ro reform their faults. Baum), Jef. Theot. Flor. Part. 1. 
Tr. 4j de Pans. qu. 15- p. 96. 

XXXVI. 

That a Confeſſor is obliged not to defer or deny abſolu- 
tion to thoſe who are fallen into an habitual cuſtome of 
committing mortal fins, againſt the Laws of God, Nature 
and the Church, though they diſcover not the leaſt hope 
of amendment. Bauny, Jef. Theo. Mor. Part. 1. Traf 4. 
de Panit. qu. 22, pag. 100. 

; XXXVII, 

That remorſe for fin conceived out of a conſideration of 
the remporal inconveniences enſuing thereupon, as the 
loſs of a Man's health or his money, is a ſufficient qua- 
lification for his receiving the grace of abſolutien ; it a 
Man does but imagine that that inconvenience proceeds 
from the will of God. Eſcobar, Jef. Tr. 7. ex. 4. n. 91. 
Amicus, Jef. TraR.$. diſp. 3. n. 13. 

| XXXVIII. 

That we are not obliged by any commandment of cha- 
rity, to do any att of Love towards God, nor to obſerve 
any Precept of his out of any motive proceeding from that 
Love, and that we are not ſo much commanded to loye 
God as nor to hate him: «Ant. Sirmond, Jeſ. Defenſe de 
la Vertu, Tr. 2. : 
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LL FTYYER 

From a Cure of RO VE N 

+ To a Cure. in the Countrey, 


Giving an account of the * proceaure of his Bre- 
” thien the Cures, of the ſaid City, again5t the 
dodrine of certain Caſuifts ; and may alſo 
ſerve for a Kefutation to a Libel intituled, 
The Anſwer of.a Divine, cc, 


ARCUAMENT. 


ef particular arconit of the difference betweeg the 
Curez, of Rouen and the Jcluits there, and the 
proceeding. of the former therein, Aonſienr du Fqur 
Cure of $, Maclou preaches againſt the corrupb 
CALaximes of the Caſuilts, not charging any part i- 
culay Order therewith. The Jeſuits oaly take alarm, 
and pit up a detrailive Petition tothe Arch. biſho) 
againſt kim, Wherespon the Chrez of Rouen anite, 
conſult the Caſuiſts, find they maintain the doQrines 
charged upoa them, and pit up a Petition to ther 
Arch biſhop with a catalogue of the dgitrines there- 
untb annexed ; deſiring the C enſtre thereof. He 
ſends np all to the Aſſembly of the Clavpy at Paris 
who take coomzwance of the buſineſs, The Author 
of The Anſwer of a Divine, &c. found an Im- 
poitor, and conſequently a Jeſuit. 


S1R, 


the Myflery of Feſuitiſme. 23 


SIH, F 

Have received your Letter of the 17. current, where 
] you tell me that your health being not 1nſuch a poſture 
as would permit you to come hither to the Synod, where 
you were in hopes to underſtand what had paſſed between 
' the Curez of Houen and the Fathers of the Society of Fe- 
ſis, a Friend of yours here had ſent you a printed ſheer, 
with this title, The Anſwer of 3 Divine to the Propoſitions 
extratt:d out of the LETTERS of the F.ANSE- 
NI$STS, ly ſome-of the Curez of Rouen; which anſwer 
hath been preſ:nted ro the Tight Reverend the Biſhops met 
together in the Generall Aſſembly of the Clergy. | 

I cannot but imagine how much you were ſurprizzd at 

the firſt reading of tha: Anſwer, and how that at the ſame 
time your judgment of ic was, that it could be na other 
than an Infamous Tibel, and a ſcandalous Pamphler pur- 
poſely ſcattered abroad to blait the honour and holine(s of 
the Church, derogating- from the authority of the Righc 
Reverend the Arch-biſhop of this place, and deſtruCtive to 
the innocence of. the-Paſtors who cndeavour to ſerve. and 
maintain that divine Spouſe of JESUS CHRIST. 

That you have alſo underitood, how that the Feſuits 
ſeem loudly enough to declare themſelves the Authors of 
that piece,when they cauſe it to beſo1d publicklyby theBgok- 
{cl1-rs belonging to their Colledge, when they diflribute 
it themſelves1n the houſes where they make any viſits, and 
do ſo exactly play the Fercuries to fcatter it up and-down, 
that weare oblig'd to them for its' com:ng among thoſz 
that are of our Arch-biſhop's Council. 

And laſtly, that you expcC&ted- with ſome impatiznce 2 
generous reply from the Reverend the Curez of Ruyen to 
that injurious and1ll inftrufted Divine, and how neceffa- 
ry you conceiv'd itthat ſuch a courſe ſhould be taken, to 
the cnd that all the world might be ſatisficd of the purity 
of their intentions 1n the cauſe they are now engag'd in, 
their prudence in point of proceeding, as well in the enter- 
priſe as the proſecution, and the integrity of their Faith, 
Which 1t- was 'the main Gefign of that Libel tg caſt a Lle- 
oulh- upon, 

T0 
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Toſatisfie therefere your deſires as to theſe particulars, 
and togive you ſome account of an affair wherein we are 
all equally engaged by the common concernments of our 
Miniſtery ; Iam to tell you, Sir, that the Curez of Rowen, 
having taken notice of a ſheet that was fcatter'd up and 
down full ef impoſtures and calumaies againſt them, and 
being in a manner perſwaded, as well by the hints you give 
10 your Letter, as by other top too pregnant circumſtances, 
that it wasa production of the Jeſuits, thought fit ro make 
their complaint againſt it to their Arch-biſhop, by a Let- 
ter Which they immediately writ thereupon, and to de- 
mand juſtice for the ſame of his 0fic+al, by a Pecition which 
they peſented to him, whereof 1 thought it not amiſs ta 
ſend you a copy, that you may ſee the jultifiable motives 
of their complaints. 

Thar once done, they had reſolved te fit down and be fi- 
lenr, fo in ſome meaſure co expreſs their moderation in 
ſuftering injuries ſuitable ro the maximes of the Goſpel 
wherein they inſtrut their people. They were, I fay, con- 
rent to be quiet, expeRing the publick ſatisfaQion and re- 
paration, which might prove the effe& of thoſe juridical 
courſes they had taken. 

But having obſerved onthe one fide, that the proceedings 
were likely to take up much time, and that the Feſwts in 
the interim made their advantage of their modeity, per- 
fiſting ſtill in the diſtribution of that Libel, giving out 
where ever they came that it could not be anſwered, nay, 
rreating the Curez of Fewer as ſuch as were to be derided 
for their weakneſs and ignorance 3 and on the other fide, 
having taken it into conftderation that they are oblig'd ts 
maintain the dignity of theix Miniſtry, and that it is theiv 
duty ro hinder that from falling into contempt, or their 
perſons into diſparagement before their people, through the 
horrid calumnies which the pretended Divine loads them 
with, repreſenting them as ſeditious perſons, abetrors and 
fauters of hereſic; they thought it concerned the honour 
of the Church and their own reputation, that the world 
ſhould be acquainted with the ſincerity of their Faith, as 
alſo that the Simple, who might haply be ſurprized by 
truth-leſs ſuppoſitions, ſhould be undeceiv'd, and thar, 
by 
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by anſwering that ſcurrilous Libel with the greateſt mode- 
ration they poſſibly could, they might ſatisfie and convince 
all thoſe that are Lovers of Truth and Juſtice that their 
enterpriſe 1s holy, their proceeding Canonical, and that 
they cannot be blam'd by any for what they have done, bur 
by ſuch as are prepoflefled by paſſion, or teo violently en- 
828d in the intereſts of a party they make ſome advantages 
of, 

It was upon theſe refleQions, and the wholeſome advice 
in your Letter ( which I have communicated to them ) thar 
they enjoyn'd me to write to you what you now receive, 
and toentreat you to communicate it to your Brethren,and 
all other good people, as we ſhall do here and elſewhere, 
to the end thar all the world may be ſatisfied of the equity 
of our Cauſe, and that thoſe perſons of quality, whothall 
come to the knowledge thereof, may conceive an opinion 
of us quite contrary to that which ſome would have per- 
ſwaded them to, by arrtifices and detraction. 

' Fhere needs no more than the ſimple, that is to ſay, the 
melt ſincere and molt faithful relation of what hath pafſed 
in this emergency on the part of the Curez of Rowen, to 
juſtifie their proceedings, and to prove the Author and diſ- 
perſers of that Libel guilty of malice and impoſture. I ſhall 
not ſay any thing which cannot be confirm'd by the ceſtimo- 
nies of perſons on whom no reproach can be faſtned, nay, 
by that of the Arch-biſhop himſelf; who being our head, 
our Judge, and our Father, hath alſs ever been our wit- 
neſs and our Oracle ; and we ſhould juttly deferve his in- 
dignation, did we any thing without a reliance on his Ap- 
probation and conduct. 

The buſineſs, as to matter offa&, ſtands thus. Monſicur 
De Four, Cure of $. Maclou ( whoſe abilities and worth are 
generally known ) having preach'd two ſeveral times ( as 
you have already underſtood ) againſt thoſe pernicious do- 
Arines which tend to the corruption of good manners, the 
Feſuits were immediately troubled thereat, and made great 
complaints of it to our Arch- bifhop,in a Petition which they 
preſented to him in the name of Father Brsſacser, fraught 
with injurious expreſſions and calumnies againſt the ſaid 
Monficur du Four. Theſe things coming to the knowledge - 
ene 
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the Curez of Zouen, they thought themſelves oblig'd to en- 
gage in the quarrel of their Reverend Brother, violently ſer 
upon in a difference wherein they were all equally concern'd, 


ſince it is their duty to be watchful oyer found dodtrine and ' 


the purity of Manners, as that on which depends the ſatery 
of thoſe ſouls that are committed to their charge. 

But that their proceeding might appear to betuch as was 
the effett of a ſerious conſideration of th? Aﬀair they were 
rt engage in, they had a debate in one of their Afſemblies, 
about conſuiting the Books, whence it was alledgeJ, that 
the propoſitions and pernicious Maximes, preached againſt 
Þy the Cure of Saint Maclou,had been taken, to the end that 
rrue copies and extracts ſhould be made of. the ſame, and 
accordingly that che condemnation thereof thould be re- 
quired by Canonical ways, if they were found in the Ca- 
ſuiſts, what quality or condition ſoeyer they were of. Bur, 
on the contrary,if they were not to be found in thoſe books, 
that the proſecution might determine as to the - Caſuitts, 
and be reviv'd to procure a Cenſure of the LETTERS 
TO THE PROVINCIAL, wherein thoſe do- 
Arines, with the Authors that maintained them, were cited. 

Six of the Aſſembly were pitched upon and appointed 
ro undertake that employment. - They ſpent therein a whole 
moneth, doing all things with all pofſible fidelity and exact- 
neſs ; they ſought out the places cited, they . tound them, 
word for word, as they werecited, in the Originals. They 
drew copies thereof, and reported the whole to their Bre- 
thren in a ſecond Aſſembly, wherein for further certainty, 
x was ordered ; That it anyamong them were deſirous of 


further ſatisfaCtion as to thoſe matters, they would be per- * 


mitted to come to the perſons deputed, into the places 
where the: books were, to conſult them and rompare them 
as they plzafed. This order was put 1n execution, inſo- 
much, that for five or ſix: days after, there were ſeldom 
Jefs than tea or twelve Curez at 2 time, ſearching after the. 
pafſages, and comparing them with the Authors, as being 
fatished of the truth and faithfulneſs of the Citations. 
What greater circumfpe&ion could be us'd in a pro- 
ceeding of this nature? And certainly there needs no more 
co givean abſolute defeat to the impolture of thoſe, who, 
pur- 
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purpoſely to diſparage the ſaid Curez, and to raife ſome 
clouds of diviſion and j-aloufie among them, affirm, that 
diverſe of them were ſurpriz'd, and inconſiderately drawn - 
' 1n toengage in that party. 

Nor was their prudence Jeſs remarkable in the Petition 
preſented to the Arch-biſhop, 1n the name and on the be- 
half of the ſaid Curez. For, having been drawn up, and 
digeſted into the paztieulars to be infilted on, by ſome of 
their Company appointedto that purpoſe, it was read ſe- 
veral times in-two or three ſeveral Afemblies, wherein 
were preſent ordinarily twenty or twoand twenty Curez,in 
ſo much that at the laſt it was fign'd by twenty andeight. 

This certainly ſhould be Jook'd on as ar argument of the 
union and good intelligence which is among the Curez of 
Houcn, and that it is the ſame ſpiric they are guided by 
not as proceeding from any Combination, as it 1s malici- 
oufly objefed by the Author of the Libel, but from the 
Love of Juſtice anda tenderneſs for truth, whi.hthus joynt- 
ly engages them in this cauſe. 

Five were choſen out to go as Deputies from the Aſſem- 
bly to the Arch-biſhop, to preſ-nt to him the Pitition and 
the Extradt of pernicious propoſitions gathered out of the 
Caſuitts, and that worthy Prelate honoured them with ſo 
kind an entertainment, and ſo fayourabie a reception ; he 
expreſs'd ſo much ſatisfattion at their picty and zeal ; he 
' told them with ſo much earneſtneſs and reality that he ab- 
horr'd thoſe corrupt dodtrines, that they could not, from 
all, but conceive immediate hopes of happy ſucceſs of their 
enterpriſe. } 

In a word, that prudent Arch- biſhop, having firlt taken 
the concluſions ef his Prottor-General, and the advice of 
his Council, it was ordered by him, that the ſaid Petiri- 
on, with the ſaid extradts, thereunto annexed, ſhould be 
ſent up ro our Lords of the General Aſſembly of the 
Clergy, to the end, that thoſe peſti]znt doctrines ſhould 
receive amore notorious and ſolemn Cenſure,, by the De- 
cifions of ſo 11luſtrious and yznerable an Aſſembly as that 
which is the repreſentative of the Church of France, and 
whenc2 we derive the Oracles of our Religion. 

But cre things were riſen to this height, the _—_— 
the 
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the Curez of Pari having had notice of what was in agita- 
tion-in our City about theſe matters, were ſtirred up by 
the ſameſpirit, and animated by the ſame zeal with thoſe of 
ZHoucn, they honour them ſo far as that they write to them, 
and to give them thanks for the affeion and tenderneſs 
they had expreſſed for the purity of Chriſtian Morality, 
they intreat them to ſend up their colleftions and memor1- 
als, and appoint eight of themſelves, all DoCors of Di- 
vinity of the faculty of Pars, to examine them, and ac- 
cordingly to give the ſaid Curez of Rewen all the advice 
and af Nance requiſite in ſuch a bufineſs. Since which time, 
being more fully infortned and ſagi*fied as to the matter of 
fa, they reſolv'd to joyn wirh us in this cauſe, and roex- 
horr the Curez of the other Dioceſes of France, to demand 
Joyntly with them, of our Lords the Prelares (in a fpirit 
of peace and charity, which ought ever ro be attended by 
2a true zeal ) the cenſure of the angerous propoſitions ſpe- 
Cified in the Catalogue and Extracts which they ſent them. 

And our Arch-biſhop himſelf, for his own part, to ſkew 
how much he thought himſelf concern'd in an affair of this 
1mporrance, and the juſtice he was defirous ro do the Cu- 
rez of his' Chief City, ſent up Monſteur Gaulde his Grand 
Vicar ( whoſe vertue and abilities all have ſufficient cx- 
perience of ) to preſent, on his behalf, the Petition, and 
ExtraQts made by the Curez of Rowen to our Lords of the 
Afembly General with Letters of recommendation worthy 
his zeal and earneſtneſs. | 

Accordingly hath chat honourable Aſſembly given ear to 
theſe juſt demands, it hath afforded them a favourable re. 
_ it hath even publickly commended the precedure 

the Curez of Rowen, it hath judged it juſtifiable and 
canonical, and taking cogniſance of the bufineſs as ſuch as 
Religion it ſelf and the ſalvation of mens fouls are very 
much concerned in, it hath appointed Delegates, very de- 
vout and very able men, to take it intoexamination. From 
all which circumſtances, we cannot but raiſe a certain 
hope, that God will ſtrengthen them with his ſpirit, and 
fill them with his light, that their endeavours to expel 
this mortal contagion, which rends to the poiſoning of 


her childrep,out of the Church,may proye the more effeual, 
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that ſhe may be maintained in her moſt holy rules, and 
may flouriſh and fructifie through the ſpirit of the Goſpel, 
whence ſhe derives that incomparable beauty which is ſo 
amiable to the ſight, and wins her the heart of her divine 
Beloved. 

Thus, Sir, have I given you a true and fancere account 
ef whar paſſed in this Aﬀair on the part of the Curez of 
Fouen. I darecall God to witneſs, that it is nothing but 
the naked truth, and thence you may be pleaſed to conk- 
der, whether they have had any ground to traduce us; 
conſider, what faundation they may have to blaſt our repu- 
ration with calumnies as they do in that Libel; conſider, 
I ſay, whether it does not even 1n. the title broach three 
ſigaal impoltures, | 

For in the firſt place, the Propoſitions, which we defire 
ſhould be cenſured, are not extracted out of the LE T- 
TERS of the JANSENISTS, as the Author ſays 
in that Pamphlet. But they were taken out of the books 
of the Caſuiſts; nay, if what he ſayes were true, the ex- 
tracts would be ten times Jarger and of greater bulk than 
the whole pieces, out of which they are taken, as it were 
eaſe for us to demonſtrate. 

Secondly, this catalogue and the extras which the -Je- 
ſuits have ſo great an averſion for,and are the ground of all 
their fury and exaſperation, are not the work of the Cu- 
rez of Rouen, Who only drew up the Extrafts which they 
preſented to their Arch- biſhop, and which the Arch-biſhop 
hath ſent up tothe Aſſembly. 

Laſtly, it is far from truth, that this Anſwer of a Divine 
wasever preſented to rhe faid Aſſcmbly, Our Lords the 
Prelates, whereof it confilts, would never have ſuffered 
ſuch an affront ſheuld be done tothe dignity thereof, nay, 
itis an act of the greateſt contempt that can be committed, 
2gainſt ſuch an Aſſembly to direCt to it a ſcandalous pam- 
phlet without a name, ſuch as is that Anſwer. No, thoſe 
who arethoughtto be the Authors of it, are more pruder 
and better adviſed than ever to have attempted any ſuch 
thing, — they are not to be numbred among theſe thac. 
have the molt reſpeR for Biſhops. 

I ſhould be over-troubleſome to you, and: haply _—_ 

che 
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the Eimits of a Letter, ſhould I make it my buſineſs to re- 
fute all the calumnics and impoſtures which are ſcattered 
up ahd down the body of that pamphlet, and therefore ſhall 
faſten only on ſome. 

This 1mplacable Pamphleteer ſays, that we have put in 
an information againſt the 7 ſuits at the tribunal of our Lords 
the Biſhops, and we may ſay, on the contrary, that it is 
they themſelves that have brought the information againſt 
themſelves. -For neither in our Petition nor our Extracts 
preſented to the Arch-biſhop do we any where tax the Fe- 
ſuits by name; if we ſay any thing of them, it 1s occaſto- 
nally, and by way of 1mſtance ; all that we deſire being 
only the condemnation of the pernicions doCtrines taughr 
by ſome late Caſuiſts, whoeyer they may be. But they 
have betrayed themſelves by their own complaints and cx- 
poſtulation, they are wounded by their own weapons, Sz- 
gitte eorum fax ſunt plage corum, Pal. 63. And they 
were the only men, wha, Satanically zealous ro maintain 
theſe doctrines, and to ſhew themſelyes in a manner the 
Patrorizers of Homicides, Simonies, and other the like 
crimes, have made all the noiſe; atid raiſcd that rempelt 
which 1s likely to fall ſo heavy upon them. Beſides, we 
Cannot be ſaid to have preſented to enr Lords of the 
Aſſembly any petition or other piece to bring them into 
rrouble there, -1t being certain that it is only the Arch-bi- 
ſhop himſelf that hath, by his Grand Vicar, preſented 
them, and conſequently this Feſuitical Secretary does Noto- 
r1ouſly derogate trom his A. thority, and 15 not afraid in 
his Libel to be a little roo peremptory with him, and to 
traduce him under the name of the Curez of Youen. 

The next thing he quarrels at is that we are guilty of 2 
frivolous buſying of our ſelves to weedout the corruptions that 
may be found in books, while they grow and thrive 1n mens 
ſouls, whence we fhould 'endeavour to root them up. This is 
an indeterminate charge of our idlenefs and want of cou- 
rage 1n our Functions, but without the leaſt conſideration, 
that theſe Lesbian Maximes purpoſely ſcrewed up to 2 
complyance with ſinners ( whereof we find the books of 
the Caſuiſts but too full, ) are the fatal ſeeds of ſo many ' 
corruptions and ſcandals. as are predominant in this un- 
happy 
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happy age ; and that our time cangot naply be better em- 
ploycd, than in endeayouring to ſmother them, and ro 
* preyentthem from growing out of thoſe Books into mens 
Conſciences which are of themſelves inclinable enough to 
entertain any thing that cheriſhes the paſſions, and com- 

plyes with the vergency of corrupt nature. 
Then he tells us, that it were 2 far better employment for 
eur Aſſcmblies to review the Hours of Port Royal, and adds, 
that the Faithful committed to our charge, do to this day repeat, 
at the fect of our Altars,thrſe very prayers that are contained 
»n that book, to the reproach of Faith and ſcandal of ibs. 
Church. We never had yet the leaſt acquaintance with the 
Authors of thoſe Hvures, and therefore cannot be ſaid to 
countenance them, andit 15 aprerogative of Gad only to 
judge of the 1ateations of their hearts. Butit's ro be hoped, 
this cenſorious Libeller will not think it much we ſhould 
give them a charitable interpretation, and ſhould avoid, 
upon this occaſton, that reproachabl; waxineſs of nature 
( as he obſerves himſelf) that is ſo caſely wrought upon as 
io hearken to and countenance calumny, though he himſclt 
hath not much endeavoured to avoid it here. Some more 
knowing and better Divines than he differ very much from 
his opimon of thoſe Hours, becauſe they are not prepoſ- 
{cf]ed againſt chem as he is, who ſuppoſes zbat the. ſon of. 
God u therein degraded from the title of the Redeemer of all 
men, becaule it 1s notthere exprefled in the Verſion of cer- 
rain Hymns, though the ſame thing be found in ſ:yeral 
other places, and particularly in the 7. ver. of the Te Deum. 
And we would gladly reter him zo the Hymns of the Ro- 
man Breviary corretted by Urban V1ll. of blefl:d memory. 
That methinks were enough to give a Check to his finiſtrous 
judgment of the p:rſons that compofed them, as ro what 
concerns that article, And for the other, where he alledges, 
that they have. therein followed the verſion of Marot,in the 
17. yer. of the 138. Pſalm, totake away the Invocation of 
Saints; he betrays his want of conſcience in impoſing thac 
drife upon them, fince he 15 not ignorant, that though thac 
Verſien be not the more ordinary, yet 1s 1t approved by 
above ten modern Interpreters, Jeſuits, and others, men 
yery learned and of unſuſpetted faith, who ſtick cloſe ro 
C *hs 
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the Hebrew text. Bcfides that in .the Hymns, Litanies 
and Prayers of theſe Hours, the interceſſion of the Saints 
is therein very often inſifted upon. What probability is 
there then, thar, it ſome of our Pariſhioners make uſe of 
them, it muſt needs be to the great reproach of Faith and 
ſcandal of the Church ? 

He would further put us into an alarm againſt the me- 
mory of the late Abbot of S Cyrian, whom he charges with 
the reviving of certain propoſitions of Wyclef which blaſt 
the dignity of our character. Bur let him take good heed 
that this accuſation, which he adyances to put a flur uppn 
him, proceed not, cither from want of diligence 1n the 
reading of his works, or an exceſs of paſſion againſt thar 
great man, inclining him to diſparage them. As there is 
not hardly any one that 1s unacquainted with his excellent 
and glorious endeayours for the defence of the Prieſthood 
of Feſu Chrift, ſo methinks ſhould it be hard for any one 
ro imagine that he had any deſign to blaſt it in his Lerters, 
which are all moſt Chriſtian, and full of piety. For, ina 
word, not to meddle with the two lait propoſitions, ſince 
our Divine hath not thought fit to cite the places, out of a 
prudent fear that in caſe we ſhould examine them we might 
diſcover his foul play in falſifying and diſtorting: of them, 
he hath ſuppreſſed our of the firſt a word thar is eſſential 
and-of importance,purpoſely to give it a wrong ſence, and 
to make it odious. *Tts not our buſineſs to write a pane- 
gyrick for Monficur deS. Cyrian, but only to bear witneſs 
to the truth, and the Author of the Pamphlet muſt give 
me leave to teil him, that his way of proceeding 1s not 
Juſtifiable. In the 93. Letter, which he cites, we find, 
that the Church bath a power to take a courſe with Priefts of 
ill lives, and to cut them off from any velation toher, uf ſhe 
think it fit, and that if ſhe doit, they are nn longer to be re- 


puted Priefts,but to be looked on as ſecular perſons. This faith- 


ful Secretary hath left out the word reputed, which is to 
be ſeen in all the latter editions of thoſe Letters, and was 
omitted only 1n the firſt printed at Paris, through the Prin- 
ters negligence, and 1s accordingly put upon his ſcore 
among the other Errataat the beginning of the Book. Let 
him then but reſtere that word to the paſſage _— 
All 
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and he will find the DoGtrinc of that Letter to be the Came 
with what 1s taught us by the Church 1n her Canons, that 
js to ſay, that Prieſts degraded, and ſuch as, for their lewd 
lives and nqtorious crimes, have been deprived of Tonſure 
and the Jong robe, Which are the honourable badges of the 
Sacerdotal Function, are notto be looked upon or reputed 
as Prieſts,but ſuch 2s are reduced to a ſecular qualification ; 
though, all this ſuppoſed, they do not loſe the divine Cha- 
rafter of their Ordination. The caſe being thus fairly 
cleared up, we are content the Author himfelt ſhould be 
judge 1n the difference, appealing from himſelf miſ-inform- 
ed to himſelf better informed, or leſs prepoſſeſſed, to de- 
cide, whether ſuch propoſitions as theſe, are thoſe of the 
infamons Arch Heretick Wiclef, and whether in our Af+ 
ſemblics, we ſhould make it our buſineſs to con#fire their 
Cenſurc. | 

He further playes the Admoniſher, when he tells us, chat 
our endeavours would be more ſerviceable to the publick ſhould 
We proſecute the ſuppreſſion of the ſcandalous LETTERS; 
publiſhed, ( as he ſayes ) with ſo much defiance of puniſhment 
ever ſince ſo long a t1me againſt th: honour of Sorbonne and all 
D:itines, But he ſays too much to be credited. For were 
it true, that thoſe Letters were publiſhed to the diſhonour 
of Sorbonne and all Divines, whence comes it to paſs that 
the Colledge of Sorbonne and all the Divines of the whole 
Church do not combine againſt them to have them con- 
demned, prohibired, ſuppreflcd 2 Whence comes 1t thar 
the Feſurts ( for whom this Secretary apologiſes all the way) 
make 1t their complaint wherever they come, that thoſe Let- 
ers are Levelled only againſt their Society > Whence comes 
it that only they of all others took the alarmthereat ? And 
if they are ſo much employed in fighting againſt the Enemn:s 
of th: Church, and un courageouſly landing wp for the concern- 
ments of Feſus Chreft, as this pamphlet would make us be- 
lieve they are, whence comes 1t, that, when they pretend 
to refute the Lerters, Which are ſo inſupportable to them, 
they dire their Anſwers only to thoſe which oppoſe cheir 
corrupt doctrine, and that pernicious Libertiniſm which 
they introduce into Morality > How comes it that they are 


fo filene as to the four firlt L:orters > How can it be that they 
T2 haye 
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have hzrily aword to ſay of them, though they hold them 
to be 1njurions to the Grace of the ſon of God, and the (3- 
cred deciſions of his Church 2 Needs there any more to de- 
monſtrate that they, our of a ſer deſign, forſake the cauſe 
of Feſus Chrift, ard flight\the advantages of his divine 
ſpouſe, when itlyes upon them to- makg good their own 
irtereſts, and the tranſient Juſtre of their Society ſeems to 
be falling into ſome eclipſe? Is this the glorious imploy. 
ment they make ſuch brags of ? But how ere it be, we de- 
clare, thatwedo not think our ſelves concerned 1n thoſe 
Letters, otherwiſe than it may be lawful for all others to 
be, that 1s, that we look on them as ſuch as may ſomewhat 
ſurther the diſcovery of errours, that ſo they may be the 
better avoided ; leaving the judgmeat thereof to our Lords 
the Biſhops. : 

This writer hath a further accuſation againſt us, which 
IS, that wwe blow the coals of that kerefic which vs now breaking 
forth into flames in the bouſe of God,and cruclly perſecute thoſe 
wzebo make ut their endeavour to quench #1. For which he 
adds this reproach, that the injuftice of our proſecution tends 
#0 the prejudice of Faith, and the re-eftabliſhment of Janſe- 
niſme : yet further blaming us, for that wwe are engaged in 
a combination, and endeavour to ſacrifice the Maſters of both 
ancient and modern Divinity to the paſſion of the Janſenilts, 
ſo to be offercd up as the publick vittims of Herefie. And (0 
goes eventothe end with diſcourſes much of the ſame na- 
ture, very unworthy the name of a Chriſtian, and moſt in- 
Jurious to the Paſtors of the Church. 


=--Tantenc anmis celeflisbus Ir ? 


Who could ever have expefted that a Divine ſhould | 


havetreated us in theſe terms? Or imagpine, that a ſpirit 
perpetually covered with the robe of Charity ſhould per- 
ſecure us with expreſſions ſo full of gall and ſo malicioufly 
atyrical> However, we think it no hard matter to forgive 
him. Bur when we truly conſider his language ( which 
3s far different from that of Heaven to the anointed ones 
of the Lord ) we preſently find, that he is but.teo cloſean 


tmitator of thoſe whom he viadicates, and that we may 
we 
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well take occaſion to tell him, Vere © ty uns ex illis es, 
nam & loquela tua mamfeftum te facit. For when they find 
themſelves called to account, either for attempting any 
thing againſt the Hierarchy of the Church, and the privi- 
ledges of the Paftors thereof ; or for maintaining the molt 
diſſolute and moſt extravagant opinions of the late Caſuilts, 
ſuch as are abſolutely deſtruftive tothe purity of Manners, 
they are in a manner reduced ( out of an ingenious, but 
withal a diabolical piece of Reynardiſm) to this one eva- 
ſion, or rather injury of Fanſenifts, which they make their 
bulwark and laſt refuge, where being once gotren into, 
they think themſelves out of all danger, and whence they 
believe they may, without any fear, ſhoot the poiſoned ar- 
rows of the moſt cankered detration againſt thoſe who 
only quarrel ar their err6rs and irregularities. 
And of this have a clear and pertinent example to give 
you. For I beſeech you, fir, do but conſider what relation 
there is between the Propoſitions condemned by the Con- 
ſtitution of Innocent X. which are the ſubject of Fanſe- 
mm, and the doCtrines now in queſtioa, and whereof we 
demand the cenſure 2 The former are of Grace and Free- 
will; and the latter relate only co Morality. The former 
treat of the moſt ſublime, and moſt myſterious peints of 
all Scholaſtical Divinity, ſuch as only Doctors, and the 
molt knowing are able to look into; and the Jacter are 
only deciſions relating to the conduct of Chriſtian lite, 
wherein it 15 requiſite that every one be inftrufted. What 
ground then have the 7eſuzts ro charge us with this injury ? 
Upon what account do they make it their main buſtnefs to 
perſwade the people, that their Paſtors who.are their ſpi- 
ritual guides, and on whom depends the ſalvation of their 
ſouls, according to the Scripture, ex quibus anima populs 
pender, countenance Hereticks, and make uſeof their arms ? 
Or rather why would they haye the world believe that 
there 15 a new Sect of Hereticks, and a ſore of enemies now 
rifing that ſet the Church on fire? We declare that we 
know not any, that we do not ſo m':ch as fce this fire, and 
thatif we could perceive it, we would be among the tirit 


. that ſhould endeavour to quench it. Whence comes 1t 


then, that they make ſuch an 1ignomunious parallel as thar 
"Ye of 


+ . . 
_ 7 x, 


36 Adaitionals to 


of comparing Prieſts and Paſtors of the Church to Huſites, 
Lutherans, and Calvinifls, which is the greateſt affront and 
derogation they could have been guilty of in relation to 
the character and employment they have in the houſe of 
God? Is1t that they would make them unſerviceable in 
their Functions, and their Miniſtry,by this injurious bring- 
ing of their faith into ſuſpicion, and by thoſe falſe im- 


preſſions which they ſo muchendeavour to make 1n thoſe 


whom God hati committed to their charge ? 

But what! Can it be objz@ed to the Curez of Rowen, 
that they are not in an abſoJute and perfect ſubmiſſion 
to all the orthodox truths of the Church 2 Dothey not 1n- 
ſtrut their pariſhioners in the inviolable maximes of the 
Goſpel, and the adorable Mylteries of Religion ? And do 
they not endeavour as much as. lies in their power to reduce 
the enemizs that oppoſe them ? Is not their dorine ſound, 
and their word irreprchenfſtble, as the Apoſtle would have 
it,in his Epiſtle to Titus ? Is not their Arch-biſhop,to whom 
they are accountable, ſatisfied with their conduct, and the 
integrity of their Faith? Is not the whole City a ſuſficient 
teltimony of their ood and wholſome inſtru&tzons 2 And 
do not the Peſuirs know well enough, that we have all pub- 
liſhed the Popes Bull, and the Mandate of our Arch-bithop 
concerning the fire propoſitions juſtly condemned at Rome? 
Is there any one among us that hath maintained, taught, 
or preach-d any of thcm? Or hath otherwiſe diſſented 
from the ſacred Confticution of the Vicar of JESUS 
CHRIST? 

Wherein then do the ſaid Curez counterance Hereticks? 
Whercin do they afford them their name and intereſt > As 
15 impoſed upon them by the Libeller. Whar is 1t that 
makes them the cruel perſecutors of the children of the 


- Church ? Is it becauſe they prefer the molt undefiled, ard 
+:molt ſacred rules of the Goſpel, before the dangerous 1n- 
NruCtions of the late Caſuiſts ? Is it becauſe they are in 


love with the holineſs of the Church' their Mother, and 
conceive a certain horror to ſee her defiled by her own chil- 
dren, through the do&tines of thoſe, who, incapable of 
being their Fathers, will needs be their dangerous Tutors 
and inſtructors ? Is 1t becauſe they demand of their Arch- 
biſhop, 
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biſhop, ( the Judge of ſound and corrupt doQrine) the 
cenſure of thoſe pernicious propoſitions that are the de- 
ſtructive Vipers of all Morality > But are they not obliged 
to this watchfulneſs, to prevent the Tares from growing up 
in their Matlers ficld, and that the ſouls for which they are 
accountable at the Tribunal of God ſhould not be infected 
by that mortal poiſon? I can afſure you, Sir, that they 
were not ſtirred up by any other motives in all this affair ; 
that by the Grace of God, they will not be guided by any 
other ; and that if their enemies will not give over perſecu- 
cing chem and charging them with Calumnies, they will ne- 
yertheleſs endeavour the diſcharge of their duty, and as 
muchas they can reaſſume more and more courage, to bring 
things ſo about, that Ingocence and Truth may triumph 
oyer violence and Impotture. 

In the mean time, Sir, let us continue united in the ſpi- 
rit of peace and charity, in the midit of theſe diſorders, 
which God will, in his good time,put a Period to. And let 
us withal generouſly maintain the concernments of our com- 
mon Mother, whoſe breaſt, as it ought, ſo it ever ſhall 
even to the end of all ages, be ever full, as well ofthe molt 
pure milk, and moſt powerful wing, of the celeſtial and 
divinetruths of JESUS CHRIST, the Maſter, Do- 
tor, and perpetual dictator of his Church, as of the pre- 
cious treaſure and ineltimable riches of his Graces, which 
he ſheds into all ſouls, but eſpecially the ſouls of the Faith- 
ful, in the quality of Saviour, deliverer, and univerſal 
Redeemer. Sir, be pleaſed to afford me your prayers to 
him, that I may not be fo unhappy as to refilt his Grace, 
or deprive my felt of it by my unthankfulneſs towards him, 
and the abuſe of my Liberty. 1 am, ec. 
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eA Petition of the (ure; of 
Rouen to Monſeur the Offi- 
cial, preſented the 2&\0f Octo- 
ber, 16 56. 


To Monſieur, the Official of Roxey, or to 
Monſieur his Vice-gercnt. 


The hum'le Petition of cAlaſter Peter Chreſtien 

(we of St, Patrick's, Mr, William le Clerc, 
Cure of $t, Andrew's; Ar. John de Sahurs, 
Cure of St, Peter's du Chaſtel , and CAlr, Ste- 
phen de Fieux, {are of St. Laurence ; on the be- 
half of themſelves ana their Brethren the ("urez, of 
Rouen, : 


Shewing, 


Hat within ſome few days paſt the Jeſuits of the Col- 
ledg2 that is within the ſatd- City, and particularly 
Father Preſacter, F. Berard, and F. de lat Brierc, have d:t- 
perſed up and down to diverſe perfons,- a ſcandalous Libel 
to the great diſparagement of the Petitioners, intituled, 
The Anſwer of a Divine to the Propoſitions extratted out of 
the LETTERS of the JANSENISTS, by a certain Cure of 
Rouen ; which anſwer hath been preſented to the right Reve- 
rnd the Bijhops of the Aſſembly General of the Clergy. 

Thar the ſaid Libel 1s fraught with lies, falſe reports, 
impottures, and bitter calumnies very much.to the diſpa- 
ragement of your Pctitioners. For the Author does therein 
lay 1t to thetr charge that they are the hirſt kindlers of that 
ne which now begins to break forth in the houſe of God, 
and that they are the cruel perſecutors of thoſe who endea- 
your to querchit, That he further reproaches them, that 
| chough 
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though it is their duty to be tender and watchful over the 
Church, yer they ſhut their eyes ſo as nor co ſee the danger 
that ſhe is in a manner fallen into, and that they are ſo tar 
from making any oppoſition againſt her enemies, that they 
quarrel with her children. He ſays that they inſiſt upon 
the advantages which Hereticks pretend to have againſt her, 
and though he ſeems unwilling to lay an imputation of He- 
refie equally on all, yet would he have them diſcover ſtrange 
ſ;mprtomes thereof in that ation of theirs. He charges 
them with a reproachful eaſineſs of nature, ſuch as inclines 
them to give credit to and countenance calumny. He ſays 
that the injuſtice of their proſecution /xends in effett ro the 
prejudice of Faith, and the reeſtabliſhment of 7_ANSE- 
NISME. He blames them for traducing Monſieur du Val, 
25 2 criminal, not knowing what they do. He ſays that 
theſe Curez, (meaning the Petitioners) combine together 
in a deſign to ſacrifice the Maſters of both ancient and mo- 
dern Divinity, to the paſſion of the Fanſenifts, and ta 
offer them up as publick viftims to Herefte. He ſays that 
they proſecute a charge againſt all Catholick Univerſities, 
and all orthodox DoCtors on the behalf of Fanſeniſme. He 
ſays that the voice of the Paſtors of Rowen 15 no more than 
the Echo of thoſe malicious Letters that arc written at Port- 
Royal, and ſold at Charenton; that the enterprize which the 
Curez of Rouen are engaged in, 15 frivolous, as to the de- 
ſign, and unworthy the proſecution of a prudent Man. To 
be ſhort, his writing is filled up with diverſe other expreſ- 
ons of the ſame nature, whichare all moſt untrue, and tend 
very much tothe diſcredit of the Petitioners ; and he grounds 
all his injuries and all his reproaches on a matter of fact 
abſolutely ſuppoſed ; that is to ſay, that the Petitioners 
have put in an information againſt thoſe whom this writer 
makes it ſo much his buſineſs to vindicate (whom he ſuth- 
ciently diſcovers to be no other than the Feſurrs) and have 
impeached them at the Tribunal of eur Lords of the AC- 
ſembly of the Clergy, of having eorrupred the whole do- 
&rine of Morality; ſuppoſing withal, but untruly, that the 
Petitioners had preſented to that honourable Aﬀſembly, an 
injurious Catalogue of the Propoſitions that concern Moral 
doctrine. Whichi1s a falſicy and palpable impoſture, ſince 
| it 
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it is evident, that the Petitioners neither were ſent, nor did 
ſend to the Aſſembly, that they have not impeached any one, 
that they never preſcated any Catalogue or angJ-opolici- 
ORS- 

But the truth, as ro the matter of fact, 1s this, that the 
Petitioners deſirous co be fully ſatisfied wheth.r the do- 
Etrines that were contrary to the holineſs and purity of 
Chriftian Morality, which ſo many learned and able per- 
ſons have ſo long ſince quarrelled with theſe Caſuilts for, 
werereally to be found in the Books of vhoſ: Authors, ſome 
of them, appointed by conſent of their Aﬀſemoly, had ac- 
cordingly undertaken the examination thereof : and having 
found 1n diverſe books of thoſe writers, the greateſt part of 
the propoſitioss Jaid to their charge, they drew a faithful 
Extract thereof, and having reported the whole buſineſs 1n 
another Aſſembly, they unanimouſly reſolved to have a Pe- 
tition preſented to the Arch-bithop, to demand of him the 
condemnation thereof. That this being accordingly pur in 
execution, the Arch-biſhop had ſent up the ſaid petition, 
with the extracts thereunto annexed, to the Lords of the 
Aſſembly held at Parzs, as being an affair of general con- 
cernment, and ſuch as the whole Church was intereſſed 1n, 
And having to that purpoſe ſent up Monſicur Gaulde, his 
Grand Vicar to make a report of the whole, with a Letter 
from himſelf, powerful and worthy his zea!, the faid Afſ- 
ſembly took cognizance thereof, and immediately appoint- 
ed certain Commiſſioners to examine the buſinels,te the end, 
that upon the return of their report, they might proceed to 
judgment. 

That the buſineſs came to this head as to matter of fat, 
15 a thing ſ@ well known that the Author of the ſaid Libel 
could not be ignorant thereof. Whence it may be eaſily 
inferred that when he attributes ro the petitioners, what hath 
been done only by the means of the Arch-biſhop, kis main 
defign was, to faſten all the injuries and inveCives of his 
defamatory Pamphler upon the ſaid Prelate. For it being 
a thing out of all diſpute, rhar neither the Curez of Rowen, 
nor yet thoſe of *Parzs preſented to the Aﬀembly any pro- 
poſitions concerning Morality, and that there was not any 
thing of that kind brought thither, but by the means of 
our 
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our Arch-Biſhop, yet does not this DetraQor think it much 
openly to direCt his calumnies againſt him under the name of 
the Curez of Rowen; alhrming that the Hereticks, whom 
he makes the Authors of the propoſitions, daring not to ap- 
pear themtelves for tear of being diſmiſſed with reproach, 
yet there hath not wanted ſome that durlt preſent 1n ſo ho- 
nourable an Afﬀcmbly, what thould rather have beeq caſt 
into tae fire. 

And it is this bitter reflection of the Libeller which the 
Peritio2ers are molt troubled at, as cencetving themſelves 
leſs wounded 1n the diſparagement they receive in their own 
reputation, than 1n the injuty done their Head, whom the 
reſpect die to his eminent dignity ſhould have ſecured from 
all the aſſaults of calumny, and that eſpecially in an occur- 
rence, Wherein he hath been honoured with the elogies of 
our Lords the Prelates ang the molt conſiderable pertons in 
che State, who have highly celcbrated his prudence in the 
management of this whole affair. 

Now though the ſaid Libel be levelled againſt the ſaid 
Arch-biſhop atter ſo audacious a manner, yet hath not thar 
conſideration any way hindred the Feſuirs (who 1n all pro- 
bability are the Authors thereof ) trom being the diſperſers 
of it, and bringing it into diverſe houſes of Quality in this 
City ; nay ſo far, that F. de la Briere hath diſtributed of 
them eyen in the Palace of the Arch-bilhop, to diverſe Ec- 
clefiaſticks of his Council. 

Theſe things being taken into confideration, as alſo that 
the ſaid Pamphlet is derogatory to the honour of our ſaid 
Lord the Arch-biſhop, that it is fraught with malicious ca- 
Iumnies againſt the Petitioners , and falſely ſuppoſes that 
there are 1n this Dioceſe, and within this City ſuch pernt- 
ctous Hereticks as have fold their Souls to impiety, and 
heighten the flames of a new hereſfie, whereof the Author 
charges the Petitioners with a defign of promoting and 
countenancing the re-ettabliſhment, as it 1s alledged 1n the 
ſaid Libel hereunto annexed ; 


It 15 humbly prayed, BE 
That you would be pleaſed to order the ſaid Fathers Brifacter, 
Berard, and de la Bricre to appear before you 8p perſon, 
that 
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that they may diſcover and declare from whom they had 
that defamatory Libel which they bave diftributed to di- 
Terſe perſons, as the Petitioners are able to prove and 
make appear, in caſe it be denyed.. And that if it fall 
eut, that the ſard Jeſuits will not appear and diſcovey 
the _Autbor of the ſaid Libel, that it be taken for gran- 
t6d that they cauſed it to be Writ and Primed; and as 
ſuch, and diftributers of the ſame , that they be con- 
demned to make reparation 3 point of honour to the Pe- 
titioners, 4s noturious detraftors, impoſtors, and diftur- 
bers of the publick peace, and other penalties, which the 
Petitioners refer to the zeal and prudence of the Proftor 
general of the _Arch-biſhoprick to demand againſt them 
according to the evidence that be brought him ; and to 
that end it is dofired that he may be appernted to carry 
on the buſineſs joynily withus. And ut « further pray- 
ed that a prohibition may be iſſued out that they may not 
for the future publiſh or difiribute any ſuch Libels upon 
pain 4 proteome n= - 1pſo fate, and other canoni- 
cal puniſhments ſpecified in the holy decrees, againit the 
« Authors of ſcandalous Libels, and that the Sentence 
which ſhall be paſſed bereupon bs read and publiſh:d in 
#he ſeveral Churches, and other places where it ſhall be 
#bought fit, that the People may be undecerv'd, as to the 
calumnies, injuries, and defamatory impoſtures whereby 
#be ſaid Feſurts would blait the reputation of the Periti- 
oners #n the ſaid Libel, _And you will ds Fuftice, 


And figned þy the ſaid Chrestien, Ie Clerc, de Faburs, 


J: Ficux ; & Ie Vigner Proftor, with their ſeveral Sub- 


ſcriprions. 
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A 
REMONSTRANCE 
Of the Reverend 
The (urex of PARIS to their 
Lords of the eAſſembly Ge- _ 

neral of the Cuerey. ; 


When they preſented to them a Continuation of 
the Extraft of diverſe pernicious Propoſitt- 
ons advanc'd by the late Caſuifts. 


ALAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, 


YE he favourable reception we have found in your honou- 
rable Aſſembly ſeems nor to us a leſs remarkable dif- 
covery of your Goodneſs towards us, than of your zeal for 
the undefiledneſs of Chriitian Morality. We have inferred 
from ir, to our more than ordinary comfort ; that all the 
artifices which ſome have made uſe of to bring an odium 
upon.us, have not prov'd ſo effeftual as to ſurpriſe you, 
and to make you in the leaſt meaſure unſatisfied of our in- 
violable ſubmiſſion to Epiſcopal Authority. And certainly 
ie muſt needs be a ſtrange thing, that thoſe who make it 
their main buſineſs to render it as deſpicable as they can, 
and haye ſo often given you occaſion to oppoſe their At- 
rempts againſt the Hierarchie, ſhould be guiley of an imagt- 
natien that they could raiſe jealouſtes in you of thoſe, who 
think it a glory rothem, that they have not any priviledges 
whereby they might be exempted from the dependance they 
have on their Prelates. 

For your Honours may be pleas'd to conſider, that they 


could not upon any occaſion betray a more groundleſs pre- 
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rence of their detraCtion , fince that , eyer fince the firlt 
breaking forth of this buſineſs to the preſent, we have not 
done any thing bur whar diſcovers the reſpe& we have for 
your ſacred Gonry- The Reverend Clergy of Fouen who 
firſt ſet this buſincls on foot, and made the firlt complaints 
about it, bronght it before their Arch-bithop ; all the end 
that we had in countcnancing and furthering what they did, 
was only to make a joynt addreſs to your Aﬀembly; and 
when we folicited the Curez of the other Dioceffes co joyn 
alſo with us, we were very far from thinking it ſhould be 
done with any derogation from their Biſhops. Your ho- 
nours will, we hope, have that opinion of us, that we are 
not to learn the obligations that lye upon us, or the I:mits 
of our duty. We thought it a breach thereof to continue 
any longer filenr, when we ſee the Church over-grown with 
a poyſonous Morality, more corrupt than that of Pagans 
themſelves; nor are we ignorant on the other ſide, that we 
are excuſable in the fight of God, by diſcovering the hor- 
rour we conceive thereat in our endeayours to raiſe an im- 
preſſion of it in all the ſouls committed to our charge, and 
1n addrefling our (elves tothe Princes of the Church, to re- 
preſent unto them the pernicious conſequences thereof. 

It lies upon your Honours to prevent the further progreſs 
thereof by a legal and authentick condemnation, fince it is 
ro your Authority that God hath particularly committed 
the diſcernment of ſound and corrupt doctrine, and the 
Care of being guides to the People of God, by rules that 
are wholly divine, according to the word of the great Pope, 
Innocent I. to a certain Arch-biſhop of France ; Diſciplind 
deifics populum erudire debernus. And that which is added 
by the ſame Pope, in the place before mentioned, 212. that 
It is to be feared, that the filence of the Biſhops be not ta- 
ken for their conſent to the diſſolution ef Morality, Ne ſe- 
lentio noftro exiflimemur bis prabere conſenſum, dicente Do- 
emino, Videbas furcm, © currcbas cum eo, 15, at this time, 
more conſiderable than ever. For the extravagance of theſe 
Writers 1s come to that height, that making their advanta- 
ges of the lenirty of the Church in point of toleration, they 
preſume to aſfirm it openly, that ſhe countenances their ir- 


regularities, becauſe the ſuffers them. This 15 no more 
than 
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than what hath already been made appear to your Honours 
our of F. Bauny a Jeſuite, and what may be ſcen yer fur- 
ther in another ef the ſame Society, whoſe name is Maſea- 
rennas, who being equally defirouMvich F. Bawny to &lta- 
blifh this extravagant propoſition, That it 3s ſufficient, ſo 
as to felfill the precept of hearing Maſs, if a man hears two 
halves at the ſame tame from ſeveral Prieſts, imagines it ex-" 
cellently well maintain'd by this erroneous and dangerous 
principle, That the Eburch, witlout any oppoſution, ſuffering 
that opinion ſhould be publifhed, is an argument that fhe ap- 
proves 38. 

This Maxime winch carries within it, without exception, 
all the Errours which thefe Caſuiſts have publith'd, muſt 
needs oblige your honours ro find our ſome ſpeedy remedy 
againſt evils char grow daily more and more predominant, 
and which thoſe that introduce them endeavour to eſtabliſh 
by principles that make them incapable of any remedy. 
For their temerity 15 come to that pitch, as to pretend that 
the Authority of the Biſhops cannot give them any check. 
They have made no difficulty to maintain, (as you may per- 
ceive by the Extracts which we now preſent you with of a 
new draught) That the Biſhops cannot probibit the Books of 
the Caſuilts, ſuch as are thſe of Diana, (one of the molt 
extravagant that ever were) otherwiſe than as Merchandiſes, 
or, at the worfl, but as prejudicial by accident, and not con- 
demn thm as evil un themſelves : and that, when jour or five 
of theſs Authors agree in the ſame opinion, : is ſo far pro- 
bable and ſafe in point of conſcience, that unleſs the Church 
makes the contrary thereto an _Article of Faith, it can no more 
ceaſe to be ſuch, than four can ceaſe to be four. 

Thus 1s it, may 1t pleaſe your honours, that theſe wrt- 
ters do at the ſame time 1invelt ſimple private Men with 2 
pernicious power to overturn at their pleaſure all Chriſtian 
Morality, and would deveſt the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles 
of the right which JESLIS CHRIST hath endu'd them 
with, to prevent the extravagances of Man's wit from cor- 
rupting the truth of his Goſpc]. Bur this alſo conſidered 
muſt needs engage you the more to make them feel the 
weight of that Authoricy, which they would deprive you 
of, and revive, to the advantage of the whole Church, 
TiC 
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the examples of your Predecefſors and your own. 

It is not unknown to your honours, how that in the be- 
ginning of. the Ninth s. the Church of France did by the 


leverity of her Canons Fur a ſtop to a licentiouſneſs much 
leſs conſiderable than that which is now ſo prevalent. There 


ſtarted up of a ſudden a many trivial writers, who put out 


2 ſort of books called Pententials, to regulate , as they 
thought ft, the penance to be inflicted on Penitents, accor- 
ding to the diverfity of fins. Bur havinſs by that erroneous 
indulgence deviated very much from the regulations ſpeci- 
fied in the Canons, the Biſhops of France aſſembled in the 
II. Council of Chaalons upon Saone, and in the 'VI. of Pa- 
r7#, ordered , That all Prieſts ſhould forbear making any 
account of thoſe Penitential Books, as alſo that they ſhould 
be abſolutely aboliſhed, nay burner, to the end they mighe 
not proye an occaſion to deceive the Prieſts that read them, 
and conſequently the People. Whereas there are many 
Priefts, ſays the Council of Paris, Can. 32. who erther 
ut of negligence or ignrance inflitÞ penances on thoſe that 
confeſs their fins, otherwiſe than ut ss provided by the Cano- 
nical. Conſtitutions, making uſe, to that purpoſe, of certain 
writings which they call Penitentials, contrary to the boly Ca- 
nons, and by that means care not the wounds mal: by fin, but 
cheriſh and continue ſinners therein by an over-indulgent dreſ- 
ſing thereof, drawing upon themſelves that maled: Eton of the 
Prophet ; Woe unto thoſe that ſowe Pillows to all Elbows, 
and make cuſhions for the heads of Men to ſeduce them; 
we have ordered, by a general confent, that every Biſhop ſhall 
within his Dioceſe cauſe $iriÞ ſearch to be wade aſter thoſe 
erroneous writings, and having found th:m, ſhall cauſe thcm 
to be burnt, to the end, that ſuch Priefts as are ignorant may 
not any longer make uſe thereof to the deſiruftion of ſouls. 


Now we humbly 1ntreat your henours to cenſider what - 


campariſon there is between the exceſles againit which theſe 
holy Biſhops your Predecefſors have ated with ſe much 
zeal, and thoſe whereof we now humbly beg the ſuppreſ- 
fion ? It was not laid to the charge of theſe compoſers of 
Penitential Direfions, that they had excus'd or authoris'd 
crimes, but only, that they had taught the Prielts ro inflict 
penances leſs ſevere than thoſe that were preſcribed, by the 
Canons, 
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Canons. Nay, eyen as to that point, how much more re- 
ſerv'd wers they than thoſe of this age ? For the grefte(t l1- 
centiouſneſs they are tax'd with is that which is condemned 
by the ſame Council in the $4. Canon, +12. that they had 
impos'd on a deteſtable crime a penance of Je(s continu- 
ance than 25 years, Which was the time preſcribed by rhe 
Council of <Ancyrz , Whereas theſe now reigning think 1t 
not enough to take away all the puniſhments impos'd by 
the late Popes on Wﬀ ſame crime, bur are fo preſumptuous 
as to maintain, that thoſe Confcſſors that are careful to 
promote the ſpiritual good of Mens ſouls ought to ſend the 
Laicks to the holy Communion, and the Prieſts to the Al- | 
rar the very day, that they had committed thoſe abomina- 
tions, worthy of all the fires of Heaven, Earth, and Hell. 

Thus have we diſcover'd to your Honqurs the proceed- 
ings of thoſe exemplary Men that have preyeded you in thz 
government of the Gallican Church, They have not given 
Way, as they ſay themſelves, that the faithful ſhauld be a- 
bus'd by vain hopes, and the deceitful promiſes, which they 
might flatter themſelves with out of corrupt Books, And it 
mult needs be by following ſo whol-ſome an example, thar 
you have already broken the Ice, and put a ſtop to this ror- 
rent of Jicentiouſneſs an1 errors, by condemning the Books 
of the ſaid Father Bauny, who publiſhed them in France,! 
as containing Propoſitions inclinin; M:n to Libertiniſm: and 
the corruption of good manners, and dotm2 violence to the Na- 
tural "ek , and the Law of Nutons, excuſin; Blaſphemics, 
Oſuries, Simonies, and divzrſe other the nft enormous ſins, 
as if they were light peccadilly's, 

But the injurious contempt wherewith your cenſure hath' 
been received by ſome, who maintain that Author, even 
ſince your condemnation of him, as being nor guilty of any 
irregularity in point of Morality, an4 cauſe his books to be 
reprinted without the l-aft correftion or alteration, is e- 
nough to convince you, that ſince the miſchief ſtil} conri= 
nues, and grows more and more preJominant by time, 
there is 2 neceſſity the fame remedies ſhould bs continu- 
ed, and that others ſhould be apply'd that are more ef- 
fettual. 

Tae eyes of the who'e Cc" 2-8 noon your honours in 
D ch 
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this affair ; her honour is but roo much concern'd in it, ſhe 
cannot any longer bear either with the reproaches of Heye- 
ticks her enemies, who endeavour her diſparagement by at- 
eributing to her theſe pernicious maximes, or the temerity 
of ſome of her own children, who conſpire with the others 
to falten the ſame ſcandal on her. For 1s it not the greateſt 
ſcandal that cver happened to tÞ® Church of JESUS 
CHRIST, that, while Hereticks are ſo preſumptuous as 
to impute to the whole body of Carhdks the licentiouſ- 
neſſes of ſome particular perſons, there ſhould be, at the 
Game time, whole Societies that acknowledge them, that 
juſtifie their accuſation, that would have the ftrangelt ex- 
travagances accounted Roman Traditions, and are grown 
_ to that height of preſumption as to pretend that Men can- 
not quarrel at theſe irregularities, without being of the 
number ef the Calvinsfts, or at leaſt countenancing them 2 
Will not the Church diſclaim theſe ecmeracious wretch- 
es? Will ſhe not make a publick diſcovery of the horrour 
ſhe conceives thereat ? Shall it ever be ſaid, that for a Man 
to be a Catholick, he muſt approve domeſtick infidelities 
and uſuries with Father Bauny, Simony, with Valentza, the 
lawfalneſs of Murther to avoid a box o'th' ear, with Leſ- 


frzs, Allafſinations for calumnics,with Father _ Amicus, im-, 


poſtures and falſe accuſations, with Caramuel? Shall it be 
ſaid, that a Man mult entertain all the pernicious or extra- 
vagant deciſions of Eſcobar for myſteries revealed by JESUS 
CHRIST, and that he cannot make any complaint againſt 
them, but he muſt be immediately treated as an Hererick? 
This 1s the affront that ſome would have put upon the re- 
verend, the Curez of Rowen, by a virulent Pamphlet, un- 
der the form of a Petition preſented to your Aſſembly, and 
yet hath not any name toit (which 1s a kind of proceeding 
never heard of before) becauſe, as it ſhould ſeem the Ay- 
thors of chat ſcandalous piece would gladly have play'd the 
wolves with thoſe chat hit them 1n the teeth with their Mo- 
rality, and tear them in pieces, but durſt not diſcover thets 
ſelves, ſo to avoid the puniſhment they might deſerve for 

their 1nſolence. h 
In that piece your honours may diſcover ſome tracks of 
that confidence whereby they vindicate their moſt dange- 
rous 
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rous maximes, They think ic not enough to maintain them 
as tolerable, no, they would have them receiv'd as articles 
of Faith, which a man cannot deny without falling into 
Lutheransſm. This is the account they give in that Pam- 
phler, of what 1s raughe by Father Bauny, That to make an 
ation imputable as Sin, itss neceſſary it ſhould proceed from 
4 man that ſees, that knowes, that conſiders what there is of 
good or evil thercin, and that before this fight and refleHion 
of the mind, it is neither good nor bad. Their propoſition, 
which palpably excuſes an infinite number of Sins, and 
which, as ſuch, was cond«mn'd by the Colledge of Sor- 
bonne in it's Cenſure of the firlt of Fuly. 1641. in theſe 
words, falſa, viamque aperit ad excuſandas cxcuſation:s in 
peecatss, is grown up of a ſudden, it we believe the Parti- 
ſans of that Caſuiſt, a point of the doctrine of the Church, 
taught by $. Thomas 263th all Catholicks, and oppos'd only by 
Lutherans and Calviniſts. Theſe arc their own expreſſions 
bur full of falſity and impoſture. For where hath S. Thomas 
ever taught that doctrine, he, who maintainsevery where, 
thata man's ignorance of choſe things which he ought to 
have known excuſes him not from fin; 1. 2.4. 77.42. 2. 
and 3. and qu. 78. 4. 1. and that men commit an infinite 
number of crimes without having any other fight thereof 
than that of complying with their paſſions, and withoue 
making any refleftion- whether what they do be good or evil 
in the ſighe of God, 1.2.4q.77. 2. 2. And how darethey 
affirm, that all Catholicks are of the ſame opinion, when 
their own Caſuiſts, who are the molt guiley. of diſſolution 
of all Catholicks, and the molt inclin'd to embrace thoſe 
opinions that flatter the humours of men, are not all of 
that judgment? For Kſcobay makes it a point of his pro- 
blematical Theologie, Z#6. r. probl. 17. and cites thoſe 
Divines even of his own Society who hold the contrary to 
that opinion of. F. Bawnry, Condemned by the Calledge of 
Sorbonne, which yer they now dare impoſe upon the whole 
Church. 
This your honours may be pleas'd to look on asa. re- 

markable example of the original and progreſs of thar 
PROBABILITIES. They arel:tter dar firlt un- 


perfectly with fome dowbr ; then are they /*ck'd into thede- 
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gree of probable and ſafe in point of conſcience 3 and thence, 
by the advantage of confidence, that loſes nothing by con- 
tinuance, they are reduc'd to the predicament of certain 
Truths, and they that oppoſe them chargeable with Here- 
fie, even after they had been cenſur'd by whole Univerſities. 

Nor indeed do they much difſemble the Novelty of their 
opinions, or their firſt produftions. They very ſincerely 
acknowledge that they are ordinarily hatch'd by the teme- 
rity of ſome particular perſon, who, under pretence of 
ſome probable reaſon that comes into his mind, preſumes to 
ty} the common ſentiment of all other Divines, and 
forms out of his own 2 probable opinion, which Time after- 
wards ripens and confirms. This is the acknowledgement 
of Eſcobar, in theſe words, Tom. 1. #1 Prel. cap. 4. Though 
many perſons hav: treated of a matter with great care, and 
bappen to be all of the ſame opienuon aſter they bad well -con- 
fidered the reaſons thercof, yet is it my judgment that # learned 
man may nevertbcleſs, with ſome probability, be of atontra- 
ry opinion, sf be ſces there u any reaſon that # wery pregnant 
for bu ſentiment, and finds that the others have not ſufficiently 
clear'd up the buſineſs. For thus were probable opinions faſt 
sntroduc'd into the Schools, HOC ENIM MODO PRO- 
BABILES OPINIONES FUERE IN SCHOLAS IN- 
TRODUCTA. And ts be ſhort (adds hea litte lower) 
all theſe opinions, wwhen they come firſt into the world, ome 
their produfiion to ONE SINGLE AUTHOR. Ubere- 
upon, anothey Dothor agrecs with bim, becauſe that opsmon, 
tbougb newly advanc'd, ſeems probable to im, CERTE 
queliber opinio BUM SUSCITATUR, AB UNO 
ORTUM HABET AUTHORE. Peoſtea alius alrs 
conſentiens +deo afſenſum praftitit, quia RECENS/AD- 
INVENTA opsnv its viſa eſt probabilis. | 

Nay, this is not always neceſſary. There are ſome pro- 
bable opinions that proceed from no other dam than blind 
chance. Be it ſuppoſed that a Doctor, without fo much 
as minding what he did, hath broached ſome new and 
firange imagination, 'which he himſelf thought not -pro- 
bable ; There necds no more to give another DoCtor occa- 
fion to make anew diſcovery in the Country of Probability. 
And this is no more than is ingenuoully contefſed bythe ſame 
Eſcovar, 
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Eſcobar, in theſe terms : I ds not only conclude an. opinion to 
be probable when be that firſt found it out, judges it to le 
probable, and confirms it with a probable reaſmn : But even 
when 4 dofrine, advanced by a Doftor, ts approved neither 
by himſelf, nor any other as true ( ETSI DOCTRINA 
ADDUCTA A DOCTORE, NEC A S$E, NEC AB 
ALIO VERA ESSE AFFIRMETUR) but is only pro- 
poſed as an argument to whichan anſmcr v required, or ca- 
ſually brought sn to explicate ſome other, or baply by way 
of inflance, I nevertholeſs bring it into the qualification of 
probable opinions, when | find it maintarnable by a rational 
reaſon,ST RATIONABILI RATIONE INNITI VIDEO. 
And yet your Honours may be pleaſed to take notice, 
thar theſe fantaſlick conceits, which they themſelves a know- 
ledge to be new, and newly introduced into the Schools, 
which they confeſs to be the aerial iſſue of their own ſpirits, 
the moiſt corrupt of all Maſters, according to that re- 
markable expreſſion of St. Hrerome ; non quod 4 we ipſo di- 
dict, hoc eft 2 praſumptione, peſſimo praceptore ; theſe ima- 
ginations, unknown, according to their own acknowledge- 
ment, toall antiquity, are nevertheleſs to be thought cer- 
tain andinfallible paths ro lead men to heaven. For it be» 
:ng their main deſign only to flatter men,and to bring them 
to their lure,they ſaw well enough,that it would amount eo 
nothing to invent probable remiſſions of duty, if thoſe that 
follow'd them drew no other advantage thence,than that they 
were probably ſaved and probably damned.They have there- 
fore thought themſelves obliged to get higher,and by a My- 
ſtery unknown to all Divinity and Reaſon make an allyance 
between probable ſinning,and the certainty of not inning. 
Be pleaſed then to conſider the ſtrange ratiocination of all 
theſe late writers. If I kill another for a box on the ear, it is 
probable that I ſhall not fin,according to Lefſiu,Filliucius, 
Baldellus: it 1s alſo probable that I ſhall fin, according to 
allthe Ancients ; 1t 1s therefore cereain that I ſhall nor 
fin, by the principle of *Probabiluey, Whence it may be 
further inferred, that when ever they affirm it to be doubr- 
ful whether an ation be a fin, and contrary to the Law of 
God, they with the ſame breath maintain, that it 15 not 
doubtful, but undeniable, that if a man does it, he cory- 
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mits not any fin in the fight of God. 

'Tis upon this new kind of Logick of concluding 2 cer- 
tainty from an uncertainty, that they have laid the tounda- 
tion of all Chriſtian Morality, taking this always as an un- 
deniable principle, That all the contrary opinions of the 
Caſuiſts are equally ſafe. OMNES OPINIONES PRO- 
BABILES SUNT AQUE TUT&. Not but that they 
are very ſenſible, that, of ewo contrary opinions upon 
the ſame point of Morality, it is neceſſary that one be true, 
and the other falſe; that one be conſonant to the law of 
God, and the other contrary thereto; but they nevertheleſs 
ſtand upon it, that being both probable, becauſe there 
are Caſuifts that hold as well one as the other, the con- 
ſcience derives equal ſecurity from both; that the judg- 
ments of men, even when they are deceived and pervert 
the divine Law, puts us out of all danger as to what we 
might expect from the Law of God; and laſtly, that we 
may make as great advantages in our journey towards hea- 
ven, of a probable falſity, as of the moſt certain Truth ; 
UT QUAMCUNQUE, as Eſcobar affirms, VIARUM 
PRIMO DIVERSARUM INIERINT HOMINES, 
RECTA TENDANT AD SUPEROS. 

'» Whatthen muſt wethink will become of that terrible ſay- 
ing of the wife man, which he hath repeated in two ſeveral 
places,as it were to make a greater impreſſion thereof in our 
minds, Therc u & way that ſcemeth ſtraight unto man,and yet 
tbat which leadcth unto bell ; If thers needs no more than that 
a way ſeem ſtraight ro ſome Caſuiſt ro lead us in a dire 
line to heaven,even when it is not ſtraight inthe ſight ofGod? 
Andwhart account will there be had of theſe words of JESUS 
CHRIST, If the blind lead the blind,both fall into the ditch, 
If ewoCaſuiſts,whereof the one is blind the otherilluminated, 
becauſe the one maintains that which is true, the other that 
Which is falſe, are as infallible guides one as another ? 
mighe have produced to your honours a whole cloud 
of Fithers,whoſe judgments are abſolurely oppoſite to this 
ſo dangerous imagination of theſe Caſuitts ; but we have 
thought it enough to weigh them by the doEtrine only of 
S. Thomas, who eſtabliſhes a quitecontrary maxime, which 
he makes uſe of as a Certain principle whereby to reſolve 
| other 
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other queſtions. . For whereas there werein his time diffe- 
rent opintons concerning this point, 272. whether it were 
lawful for a man to have a -plurality of Prebendaries, as he 
himſelf acknowledges,quodl. 9. art. 15. Inveniuntur Theo- 
logs Th:ologis, © Furiſte Furiſtis contrarsa ſentire. He there- 
fore puts 1t to the queſtion in his Qu0/l. 8. art. 13. Whe- 
ther this contrariety of ofiinions were a ſufficient ground 
for a man to forbear the having of more than -one, becauſe 
he could not do it without running himſelf into ſome dan- 
ger of finning. Now according to this new myſtery of 
Probatility, there was not the leaſt occaſion to make any 
ſuch queſtion, ir being evident, that a man might with 
ſafety of conſcience follow whethzr he thought good of the 
two Opinions ſo authorized, and that there were not the 
leaſt danger of ſinning in either the one or the other. Bur 
the Divinity of that Saint 1s far different from this latter, 
and men were haply in his time ignorant of this fo commo- 
dious an inyeation of complying with all the world. A 
man, ſaith he, becomes guilty of ſin, two manner of ways ; 
one by ating azainft the Law of God, the other by ating againſt 
his own Conſctence. NOW THAT WHICH 1S DONE 
AGAINST THE LAW OF GOD is ALWAYS EVIL, 
and is not to be excuſed though it be according to a mans Conſcs- 
ence. When there are therefure rao contrary opinions of the 
ſame thing, 1t muſt n:c:ſſarily be, th#t one 1s truc and the other 
falſe; and conſequently, either th2" opinion of thoſe Dofors 
that maintain it to be unlawful to have ſeveral prebends, is 
truc, andif it beſy, ke WHO ACTS CONTRARY TO 
THAT TRUE OPINION, AND CONSEQUENTLY 
CONTRARY TO THE LAW OF GOD, 1S NOT 
TO BE EXEMPTED FROM SIN, THOUGH HE DO 
NOT THEREIN ACT AGAINST HIS CONSCI- 
ENCE. But if that opinion be falſe, and that it were law- 
ful according to the law of God to hav: a plurality of Prebends, 
be that ſhould be perſewaded of it, ſhould not fin, &c. 

Now we are to repreſent to your honours that this erro= 
neous confidence in the opinions of men, though contrary 
rotruth, which is ſo formally condemned by S. Thomas, 

-after the Fathers, and acco?thigg to the Scripture, is now 
become the main hinge upon Which they preten4 that all 
D caſes 


| 
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caſes of Conſcience ought to be turned about.. Theſe lats 
writers treat as ignorant all thoſe that are not of their op1- 
mon 3 IGNORANTIA INVIDENTI CONDOLEAS, 
ſays Caramuel, upon that occaſion ; nay they are ſo tar 
from any fear of the dreadful conſequences of this jrre- 
claimable liberty they taketo reduce all things tothe pre- 
dicament of Probabslittes, that «hey conceive it to be an 
extraordinary ſeryice done to the Church, to multiply 
thm as much as they can. They out-vye one the other 
who ſhall 1ayent moſt, and the greateſt Panegyricks tney 
make one the other, is grounded upon their introeduttion 
into the world of the greateſt number of new Probabilt- 
tics. I have areverence ( ſays Caramuel ) for the sngenuity 
of the learned Diana © He muſt nerds be an envious perſon 
who does not acknowledge, that by bu 1ndufiry many oprnions 
are grown probal Ie, which were nut ſuch kefure him, and con- 
ſequently that thoſe who follow them ſin not, rbough they bad 
ſinned lefore. *'Tisby the means of this infinite mulcitude 
of different probable opinions, whereof ſome are true, 
others falſe, thac they ſo preſumptuouſly give out them- 
ſelves, that they have found ſeveral ways to go to hea- 
ven, ſuch as extremely facilitate the ſalvation of mankind ; 
for that if there were no other than the path of Truth, 
which 1s upon every point, the ſame and *indiviſible, men 
would find it t00 great 2 difficulty to travel in #t, and one 
T2would be forced to joſtle the other out of bue. way. 

We cannot without horror and ſhame entertain - your 
honours with theſe extravagances ; bur they arc-ſuch only 
n their own principle, ſince they are but too too formally 
inferred from it. For. if jt be true that the Authority of 
gheſe Caſuilts can make opinions probable, and that it 
mult be ſuppoſed that all probable opinions may ſafely be 
followed, as to matter of conſcience, though they permit 
a man to do that whichis evil in it ſelf, and contrary to 
rhe eternal cruth ; they have very much reaſon to conclude 
thence that the whole Church is extremely obliged to them, 
for that they have made Salvation a thing ſo eaſie for her 
children to attain to, by the multitude. of probable opt- 
n1ons, which they ma'c it ſo much their boalt that they have 
latcly found our. But do they not withal give us. juſt 
| 25 ground 
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ground to complain with the learned and pious Guigues, 
General of the Carthufians: 0 _Apoſftolorum tempora infec- 
liciſſuna | O wiros ilos 1gnorantia tenebris inwolutos, © enm 
mſeratione digniſſimos | qui ut ut ad vitam pertingerent, 
propter verba labrorum Dez, tam duras wias cuftediebant, & 
hec neftra compendia neſciebant. © O how unhappy were 
« the Apolties in their- times ! O how did thoſe that lived 
* then gropein deplorable darkneſs ! How were they to be 
« bemoaned that they were not acquainted with any other 
*<waytogo to heaven than thoſe rough and auſtere ones 
« which were chalked them by the word of God, and were 
« ;gnorant of all theſe ſhifts and compendious methods of 
« Probable opinions, never found our till this age of ours. 

We doubt not bur your honours are ſufficiently ſatisfied 

of the ſtrangeneſs of this do&trine in it ſelf, and ro what 
dreadful extravagancies it may open a gap and give en- 
couragement. All errors in matter of Morality are very 
dangerous, becauſe they corrupt the Judgment, which dif- 
cerns between good and evil, and 1s the original of all 
ations. Bur this principle of Probatslity is much more 
dangerous, in ſo much that it may be called the general 
moithin of thoſe envenom'd ſources, which communicates to 
them a particular infeCtion far greater than that which they 
have of themſelves. For inſtance, it muſt certainly be 2 
damnable extravagance of opinion, to maintain, as F. A- 
micus and Cayamucl do, that men that have devoted their 
ſelves to a Religious kind of life ( and therefore with much 
more reaſon thoſe that are of the world ) may kill thoſe 
that intend to calumniate them : But the fear of damnation 
for following theſe Caſuiſts, might haply ſtop their hands 
who wereinclined thereto, if at the ſame time it were not 
demonſtrated according tothe general dodtrine of Proba- 
bility, that, of two probable opinions, it isas ſafe to fol- 
low one as the other, and conſequently that there is as 
lictle danger of offending God by killing, as there is in 
notkilling. 

It were therefore but to little purpoſe for the Church ta 
condemn the particular (allies of Licentiouſnels which theſe 
Jare Caſuiſts are gwlry of, if your honours do not alſo 
cake away that root whence they all derive life and growth. 
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All the acknowledgment they will make of your Cenſure, 
ſhall be co confeſs that your ſentiments are probable, but 
thar they hinder not but that theirs are ſo too. Of this 
evaſion of theirs your honours have daily experience in 
their attempts againit the Hierarchy. For when they-would 
maintain, for inſtance, that the Regulars of any Religious 
Order,. may with a ſafe confcience make ule of thoſe 
priviledges which are exprefly revoked by the Council of 
Trent; that. having preſented themſelves before you, 
though you had refuſed to approve them, they have never- 
thele(s, in dehance of your--Authority, a power to hear 
Confeſſions ;. and Jaſtly, that having been once approved, 
they cannot be afterwards revoked; upon what'do they 
ground all theſe ſo illegal pretenfions > Upon the gutho- 
rity of one Lopez, one Henriquez, one Sanchez, one Fu- 
ariguez, one illalobos, one Portelus, one Drana,and others 
of the ſame metal, which are: much more than needs to 
make an opinion Probable.: 'And if you ſhould - oppoſe 
your Decrees to the temerity of theſe Caſuiits, aN the ad- 
vantage. you ſhall make' of ic will be, that you fhall alſo 
make your opinion probable; your honours ſhall be cited 
as Maintainers of the negative, and Eſcobar ſhall diſcourſe 
thus upon the whole: Fegulares POSSUNT ET NON 
POSSUNT, »n foro cunſcientia, ſurs uti privilegits q 
funt expreſſe per Tridentinum revcata,Lib.6. Probl.16:p.192. 
SUFFICIT ET NON SUFFICIT petere approbatio- 
nem, ut Tegularis, ſt injufie cs denegctur, venſeatur jure 

obatne, Lib. 7. Probl. 30.p.269. - That 1s to fay, in 
2 word, ſome hold the affirmative, others the Negative, 
you may believe, and you may- ds what you think good 
your ſelf, 

Nor 1s 1t any more difhculty for your honqurs ts'-ima- 
gine what confuſion, and what diſturbances this principle 
of Probability may occaſten in the State, and what a bane 
it may prove to civil Society, when it ſhall be joyned with 
their other maximes. Put the caſe that Judges have any in- 
clinations to faveur their Friends, or to be revenged of 
their enemies, what encouragement Will they not find te 
pervert al juftice, with ſafery of conſcieace, in this max- 
ime of Eſcobar and four other Caſuiſts ; namely, That they 
are 
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are not obliged to follow the more probable opinion, but that 
' they may give ſemtence for him, who ſeems to bave leſs right of 
hss fade, and whoſe cauſe is made good by leſs probable reaſons ? 
In like manner if the people fall into an humour of Rebel- 
Jon, what pretences may they not find to colour their de- 
'feion, in thar other maxime of the ſame Author, viz. 
That they may without any cauſe ſbhewn, chooſe whether they 
will ſubmit or 10, to the ordinances of their Princes, though 
after a legal publication thereof ; 1f they have no mind te 
pay Taxes,ſhall they ever be to ſeck for a lawful excuſe to 
be exempted, ſince that to effeCt it, there needs no more, 
according to theſe Caſuilts, than a little probability, even 
though they cannot deny but that their Prince hath as much 
if not, more, reaſon to impoſe a Contribution upon them, 
than they haveto deny the payment thereof - But we ſhall 
not trouble your honours with any more as to that point. 
What we have, and might ſay of it, we think coo horrid 
toexprels. We have only ſaid a word or two at the be- 
inning of our Extract of Probability, which is enough to 
tisfic all choſe who have any affetion for their Prince, 
as God obliges chem to have, ef what conſequence this 
dodrine 1s, and how likely it is to revive, in ſuch emer- 
gencies,as cannot be foreſeen, but ought always to be feared, 
the deteſtable maximes of a great number of theſe Caſuilts, 
contrary to the ſafety of their perſons, and the ſoveraign 
power which they derive only from God himſelf > They 
may ſcem. to. be ſuppreſſed, but they will never be abſo- 
Jucely extinguiſhed, while they flatter men with an aſſurance 
that they do not fin when they follow theſe late Authors, 
and that even when what they teach, 1s, 1n effe@, contrary 
to the Law of God. 

Theſe things well conſidered, who cannot but admire 
the ſtrange confidence of ſome perſons, who would have 
the complaints we have put up to your honours againſt 
theſe ſeditious maximes, to be lookt on no otherwiſe than 
as an attempt prejudicial to the well-fare of the State ? Bur 
our comfort-is, that thoſe who make ir their buſineſs with 
ſo much zcal to promote the ſecurity and aggrandization 
thereof, are-but too well affured of our perfect and invio- 
lable fidelity thereto, ever to give any entertainment to _ 
| a 
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bad impreffions which ſome would have raiſed in them of 
us. It is well known that 1n the afſcmblies where we are 
wont t@ meet, and which are authoriſed, not only by the 
cuſtom and approbation of our Arch-biſhops bur alſo by 
the Letters whichit hath pleaſed his Majclty to ſend us to 
that purpoſe, there is not the leaſt diſcourſe had concerning 
the publick affairs; no, our employment is about other 
things ; Our thoughts are taken up only with the con- 
cernments of our Pariſhes, and the ſpiritual good of the 
Sonls committed to our charge, becauſe thatis the main 
ecfign of our Functions. 

Nor is it any other intereſt than that of thoſe Souls, ſo 
precious -in the account of JESUS CHRIST, that oblt- 
ges us to addreſs our ſelves ro your honours, to beſeech 
yon, by the exerciſe of your Authority, to prevent the 
fttrther eſtabliſhmcar of cheſe ſtrange corruptions, now ſo 
much in vogue, to the diſhonour of Catholicks, and the 
fcandal of hereticks. The Cenſure you ſhall paſs upon 
them muſt needs be of extraordinary advantage to the 
Church, nay even to thoſe that are the maintainers ard 
publiſhers of them ; for if they acknowledge and ſubmit to 
your Decrees,they will return into the way of Truth, out of 
which they had ſo ſtrangely wandred; and it they oppoſe 
them, as it is their ordinary courſe to do, 1t will be with 
this difadyantage to them, that they ſhall loſe that erro- 
neous belief whence they derive a power to deceive Souls, 
and whichis, as well in regard of themſelves as of others, 
of aJl misfortunes the moſt deplorable. How ere it hap- 
pen, you will deliver your own fſouls,according to the lan- 
gnage of the Scripture, and the ſentence of. publick con- 
demnation which you ſhall paſs upon theſe pernicious opi- 
ntons, ſhall prove your vindication before the tribunal of 
JESUS CHRIST, who will require a ftri& account of the 
Paſters of his Church, for all the abuſes, and all the 
diſorders, which they ſhall not have endeavoured to ſup- 

els. 

F, But for our parts who are only called to the participa- 
tion of a ſmall glimpſe of that power, whereof your ho- 
nours ſhine in the meridian luſtre , all thar lies in our 
power todo, is, to let you know, how earneltly we = 
Ue 
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fire and pray for the recſtabliſhment of Chriſtian Morality 
inits pureneſs and perfetion, and by crying down theſe 
unhappy maximes among the people committed to our 
charge, preſerve nevertheleſs union and peace even with 
thoſe that maintain them, according to thefe excellent 
words of S. Auguſtine, Qusſquis vel quod poteft arguendo 
corrt;it, vel quod corrigere non poteſt, ſalvo  pacis vinculs, 
excludit, vel quod, ſalvo pacis munculo excludere non po* 
teft, aquitate improbat, firmitate ſupportat, bic cft pacificas, 
(5 ab zjto maledifts quod Scriptura dicit, Ve bis qui dicunt 
quod nequam bonum eſt, & quod bonum eſt nequam, onnind 
liber, provsus ſecurus, pentius alienus. 

Thus, concluded and ordered in the Afſzmbly of the 
Reverend the Curez of Paris, and preſented ro the honoura- 
ble the Aſſembly General of the Clergy. 


Nov:mber 24. 1656. and ſtgned, 


ROUSS, Curt of St.Roch Syndic, DU 
PU YS, Cure of the Sts. Innocents Syndic. 
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IHE 


PRINCIPLES 


AND 


CONSEQUENCES 
VF 
PROBABILITY. 


Explicated by CARAMUEL, ove of the 
moſt eminent among the late Caſuiſts, in 4 
Book of his Printed in the Year 1652. inti- 
tuled, 


THhrorloGia FUNDAMENTALI S. 


_— Extra@ comprehends the general Principle of the 
©new Morality, which is, the doGtrin of Probability. 
* The whele do@trin hath been taken our of one ſingle Au- 
*thor, to the end, it might be the better perceived, that 
* they are not looſe and itragling Maximes that are not 
© maintained bur ſeparately, and accordingly are not to be 
* thought to have any correſpondence. To that effet, have 
* we made choice of one of the moſt eminent and molt lear- 
*ned of theſe Caſuiſts, named CLAFRAMUEL, a Man 
« yet living, and 2 Perſon Jooked upon by the reſt, as the 
* torch of all the great Wits of this Age, imgeniorum facem, 
*and one that is of ſuch account among them, that they 
*cannot be perſwaded, that what the great Caramuel, 2s 
© they call him, hath approved, ſhould be condemned by 
any one. Nor is 1t on the other fide ro be doubted bur 
« that he is excellently well read in the doQtin of theſe late 
C Authors, ggec he openly profeſles that he reads in a man- 
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« ner no books but theirs, and that he ſhould think his time 
«loſt in reading the ancient Fathers. This 1s no more than 
« what he declares himſelf in theſe words, p. 22. whence 
* may be given a great gueſs of the genius of the Man. Naw 
ego multurs temporis impendo, aut PERDO, in veterum (Pa- 
trum) libris legendis ; non quod contemnam las, ſed quod 
omnia que puichre cogitarunt, jam fant & juntoribus ſumma 
ftudio & ingento elimata. 
« For the better underſtanding therefore of the do&trin of 
« Probability, which is the Trojan horſe, wherein is con- 
« tained all the leIrning of theſe Caſuiſts, it is to be obſer- 
« ved, that the queſtion 1s not whether there are probable 
* opinions in Morality 2 That there are ſuch, it is generally 
* granted by all, though the number of them be infinitely 
« Jeſs than what 1s imagined by thoſe who make it their bu- 
« fineſs to reduce the moſt infallible rules of manners into 
« problemarical queſtions, and can, without bluſhing, put 
< out whole Volumes full of ſuch deciſions as theſe, never 
* heard of before among Divines ; Eff, © non eff ; licet, ©& 
« non licet; peccat, & non peccat 3 tenetur, © non tenetur 3 
« ſufficit, & nou ſufficit, as if the School of Feſus ChriSt 
« were of a ſudden degenerated into a School of Scepticks 
« and Pyrrhonians. 
« But the deadly,poyſon of this dofrin conſiſts in the fatal 
« conjunGions of theſe faur Maximes, which derive their 
« unhappy influences on all the reſt. 
« The ff is, that, when there are different probable opi- 
« nions upon any point, and that there are ſome who main- 
<rain a thing to be forbidden, others on the contrary hold it 
«to be lawful, both theſe opinions are equally ſafe 19 point 
« of conſcience. And though there 1s a neceſſity that one of 
« thetwo ſhould be falſe, and contrary to the law of God, 
«yet may a Man nevertheleſs rnd the way to Heaven in ei- 
« ther of the two, and may walk as ſecurely in that which 
*1s falſe, as in rhat which is rrue; wut quamcungue duarum 
« viarum frima diverſurum bomines inerint reft4 tendant ad 
« ſuperos as Eſcobar ſays , Theol. For. Tom. 1. 11 Prel. 
cap. 3. 
, The ſecond 1s, that a Man is at liberty to make choice 
* of the lets probable and lefs fate opinion, by quitting the 
* ore 
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© more probable and more ſafe. That is to ſay, that when 
«<2 Man is in ſome doubt, whether it be a fin or nor, to 
«commit ſuchan aCtion, and thac the opinion which main- 
«tains that ic is a fin to commit it ſeems the more probable 
*< ro him, infomuch, that all things conſidered, he is con- 
« yinced that it is ſo, yet it 1s nevertheleſs lawful for him, 
« with ſafety of conſcience, to do that ation, which he is 
« ſatisfied is more probably a fin. 

« The third 1s, that an opinion 1s then probable when it 
cis confirmed either by a reaſon, or a confiderable Autho- 
«rity; and that to make zt ſuch, there 1s ho neceſſity thefe 
©rwo conditions ſhoul4 meet together, either of them be- 
*1ng ſufficient to do the buſineſs The former kind of pro- 
* bability, they call probabritzatem intrinſecam ; the latter, 
« pxobabilitatems extrinſecam. 

« The fourth and latt 15, that, according to the general 
« conſent of all Caſuiſts, an opinion 1s then probable, and 
« may be commonly followed without any fear, when it is 
* maintained by four grave Authors, and that there are di- 
« yerſe who affirm, that the authority of one ſingle Author 
* 15 ſufficient. 

«*Tis in the rivetting and twiſting together of thefe four 
« Maximes that the doin of Probability confilts. From 
*the preſene Extract as well as from thoſe which we brought 
*in before,, may cafily be inferred the pernicious conſequen- 
* ces thereof. But to put a gag in their mouths who are ſo 
« ready to maintain it, we need only tell them, that as well 
« the State, as Religion, is obliged ro cruſh the Serpent, 
*for that while there ſhall be any thing of life in it, it can 
« never be prevented, bur that the deteſtabte maximes, ſuch 
* as refleC on the ſafety of ſoyeraign Princes and Authority, 
* which have been ſo ofren condemned by the Parliaments, 
« the Univerſicies, and Clergy of France, will itil continue 
« probable and ſafe 1n point of conſcience, and will be look- 
* ed on by thoſe that are inſtrufted in that doCtrine, as in- 
* fallible ways to lead Men to Heaven ; eſpecially ſince they 
© have been taught and maintained, not only by one, nor 
« by four, but by above twenty of the moſt eminent of theſe 
--Caſuiſts. 

*To be ſhort, that we may in few words give a preſer- 

« vatlyc 
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evative againſt this poiſon , which no Man cat conceive 
«the leaſt ſuſpicion of, we ſhall lay down in this place, 
«a remarkable paſſage; out of St. Thomas, which clears up 
«the whole controverſte, 


S. THOMAS. 
Quad. 8. Art. 13. 


Utrum, quando ſunt diverſe opiniones de 
aliquo facto, ille qui ſequitur mints ty- 
tam, peccet ? Ut de pluralitate Praben- 

- darum, 


R Eſpondeo, dicendum, quod dnobus mcudis aliquit 
ad peccatum obligatur : uno modo, faciendo 
contra legem, ut cum aliquis fornicatur , alia modo, 
faciendo contra , conſcitntiam , ttiamſt non ſit contra 
legem : ut fi conſcientia dittat alicui, quod Ievare 
feſtucam de terra ſit peccatum mortale. Ex con(ci- 
entia autem obligattr aliquis ad peccatum, ſive ha- 
beat certam fidem de contrario ejus quod agit , five 
etiam habeat opinionem cum aliqua dubitatione, 1t- 
Iud autem a agitur contra legem, ſemper et ma- 
lum, nec excaſatur per hec quod et ſecunaum con- 
ſcientiam : & ſimiliter, quod et contra conſcientiam, 
eft malum, quamv1s' non ſit contra legem, ©uod 
autem nec contra conſcientiam, nec contra legen eſt, 
10h poteft eſſe peccatum, Dicendnm eft ergo, quod, 
quando due ſunt opiniones contrarie de eodem, opor- 
tet efſe alteram veramw, & alteram falſam, Ant 
ergo ille, qui facit contra opinionem CAagiftrorum, 
E arpete' 
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wtpote habendo plures prebendas, facit contra weram 
optnionem, & fic cum faciat contra legem Dei, non 
excuſatur a peccats, qUuamVis ”0n factiat Contra Con 
ſcientiam , ſic enim contra legem dei facit, | Ant 
S/!a opinio non efF vera, ſed magis Contraria quam 
tfte ſequirur, ita quod vere licet babere plures pre- 
bendas , & gnnc. diſtinguendrm eft ; gqnia aut tals 
habet con{ctentiam de contrario, & fic iteram peccat, 
contra conſcientiam faciens , quamuu non contra le- 
gem ; aut non habet conſcientiam de contrario ſed 
certitndinem ; fed tamen in quandam dubitationem 
inducitur contrarietate opinionum + & fic, fi manen- 
te dubitatione plures prebendas habet, periculo ſe 
committit ; & ſic proculdabie peccat, utpote mags 
amans beneficium temporale, quam propriam ſalutem ; 
aut ex contrarig epinionibus, in nullam dabitationens 
adducitur ; & fic non committit fe diſcrimins , nec 
peccat, 


$&, THOMAS. 
Ruoal. 8. Art. 13. 


Whether, when-there are ſeveral opinions con- 
cerning the ſame matter of fait, he who fol- 
lows the leſs ſafe, fin or not ? As for inſtance, 
concerning the plurality of Prebenaries. 


Anſwer, and ſay, that a Man may be liable to fin, two 

manner of ways; one, when he does any thing againſt 

the Law, as, for inſtance, when one commues fornication. 

The other, when he does a thing againſt his conſcience ; 

as, if his canfcience ſhould cell him, -that to rake up 2 ow 
0 
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off the ground, were a mortal fin, and he ſhould nevertheleſs 
do it. Now a Man 1s ſubjed to fin againſt his conſcience, 
whether he be perſwaded, that the opinion contrary to 
what he praGtiſeth is the more ſafe, or dq but make ſome 
doubt thereof. But whatſoever is done againſt the law is 
always evil, nor is it any way alleviated or excuſed , by 
pretending that it is according to a Man's conſcience. And 
1n like manner, what a Man does againſt his conſcience is 
evil, though it be not againſt the Law. But what is nei- 
| ther againit conſcience, nor the Law, cannot be fin. Ir is 
therefore to be inferred, that, when there are two contra- 
ry opinions of the ſame matter of fat, it muſt necefſarily 
be that one is true, and the other falſe. He therefore thac 
a(ts contrary to the opinions of the more learned, as fer 
inſtance, hath a plurality of prebendries, does eitter at 
againſt the true opinion, and conſequently doing that which 
1s againſt the Law of God, is not free from fin, .though 
he do not any thing contrary to his conſcience ; for ſo he 
becomes a tranſgrefſor of the Law of God. Or that opi- 
nion is not true, but rather the contrary thereto, ſo as that 
it is truly lawful for a Man to have a plurality of preben- 
dries, and then we mult diſtinguiſh. Fer, cither ſuch a 
Man is convinced in conſcience of the contrary, and ſo falls 
into {in on the other fide, as doing what 1s contrary to the 
diftates of his conſcience, though not againſt the Law ; or 
he is aſſared in his own conſcience that the contrary cannor 
be right, and yet 15 not abſolutely ſatisfied, bur inclines ro 
ſome doubtfulnefs by reaſon of the contrariety of opir:- 
os; and that being ſuppoſed, if, continuing in his doubr- 
tulneſs, he hath a plurality of prebendries, he puts k:mſelf 
into danger, and conſequently does certainly fin, as one that 
rather minds the proſecution of temporal advantages than 
his own ſalvation. . Or, the contrariety of opinions raiſes 
nothing of doubrfvlneſs in him ; and it ſo, he n:ither runs 
himſelt into any danger, nor fin. 
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A 
CATALOGUE 


OE WS 
PROPOSITIONS 


Contained in the Continuation of the Extratt 
of diverſe corrupt Propoſitions of the late 
CaſuiFts ; colleffed by the Reverend 
the Curez of PARIS. 


And preſented to the honourable the Aſſembly 
General of the Clergy of France, the 
24. of November, 16 56. 


BEING 


The Summe of the PRINCIPLES and 
CONSEQUENCES of PROBABILITY 
explicated by Caramuel, one of the mo#t 
eminent among the late Caſuiſts, in a Book 
of his Printed in the Year 1652. 


Intitaled, 
THEOLOGIA FUNDAMENTALTS. 


I. 

— are two kinds of Probability , one proceeding 

from Reaſon, the other from Authority. Thar one 
without the other is ſufficient to make an opinion probable. 
That all probable opinions are equally ſafe in themſelves. 
That it may ſo happen that the molt gentle may be che moſt 
ſafe; And that it is lawful for a Man to follow the leſs pro- 
bable. Caramucl Theol. Fandim. p. 132. 11. That 
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IT. 

That according to the general conſent of all Caſuiſts, 
the authority of four Authors is ſufficient to make an OP1- 
nion probable; and by a neceflary conſequence, one ſingle 
Author is alſo ſufficient. Caramuel Theol. Fundam. p. 137. 

III. 

There are three conditions neceſſary to be ſuppaſed &re 
2 Man can affirm an aCtion to be unlawful, and if there be 
but one of the three wanting, he may affirm it to be lawful. 
Idem, ibid. p. 138. 

I'V. 

That Biſhops cannot prohibit the books of the Caſusfts, 
otherwiſe than as merchandiſes, or as being accidentally 
prejudicial, and that they cannot condemn them as perni- 
clous. Idem, ibid. p-89- 


Thar it is impoſſible a probable opinion ſhould be con- 
demn'd 1n it ſelf, and that it is impoſſible alſo, that an 
opinion maintain'd by ſeveral DoCtors ſhould not be pro- 
bable. 1bid. p. 393. 


That a probable opinion, that is te ſay, ſuch as is main- 
tained by the molt eminent Caſuiſts, can never ceaſe being 
probable and ſafe, if the contrary be not made an Article 
of faith by a new defirtition of the Church. And that a 
condemnation of a lower degree than that, cannot deprive 
it of its probability. 141d. pag. 89. 

VII 


That things being weigh'd and confider'd according tothe 
doctrine of Probability, whatever ſome Caſuiſts write to 
condemn certain unjulſtihable opinions of che others, a- 
mounts to nothing ; for that does not any way hinder bur 
that the opinions of thoſe others remain as prebable as 
ever. Ibid. p. 652. ; 

VIII. 

That, when there is as yet but one grave Author that 
hath purpoſely and out of deſign, treated of a caſe, his 
opinion 15 morally certain, and more than probabl-. An 
inſtance thereot taken from the doftrine of F. Amicus, 


who gives Religious men a permiſſion to kill thoſe chat 
E 3 ſhould 
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ſheuld calumniate them. Caramuel Theol. Fundam. p. 545. 
| IX. 

That Men ought not to confront the Civil and Ecclefia- 
ſtical Laws againſt the new opinions of the Caſuilts, for 
that theſe being of a much later date than the Laws, ir can- 
net be thought chat their epintens ſhould be exprefly con- 


dengped thereby, Ibid. pag. 549. 
; X: 


That the inconveniences and dangerous conſequences at- 
rendant on probable opinions, do not any way hinder bur 
that they are ſtill probable as ever, 151d. 

| Xl. 

That Logick muſt be brought to a reformation, becauſe 
that which hath been hitherto taughe is not ſufficiently con- 
fiſtent with the doQtrine of probability. 1614. p. 550. 

: XII 


The uſe of the Dedrine of Probability in order to the 
authorization of the molt miſchievous deciſions that may be. 
Ibid. p: $52. © p. 550. 

X1IT. 

That the civil Magiſtrate, as, for inſtance, a Judge, can- 
not cendamn thoſe that have followed a probable opinion, 
ſuch a one for example as hath killed another in the defence 
of his honour; and that as concerning Excommuntication the 
Caſe is the ſame. Caramucl. Theol. Fundam. p. 202. Et in 
Commentayio in Regul. S. BenediBt, I. 1.n. 65. 
| HIV. - 

That thoſe that follow the moſt gentle, that is to ſay, 
the molt licentious of all the probable opinions, ſuch as are 
thoſe that are approved by Dana, ought to be called, not 
only generous Souldiers, but alfo Virgins; becauſe thoſe 
Opinions do enable Men to behave themſelves in all the 
preceprs of the Church with ſuch parity, that they do not 
commir hereby ſo much as 2 venial fin. Caramuel in epiftols 
#d Ant. Dianam, pag. 24. 

X 


That with the aſſiſtance of probable opiniens, a Man 
may do his duty as to what concerns the divine office, with- 
out ſo much as a venial fin, what diſtra6tion ſoever he may 
be guilty of in the per.ormance thereof, nay and that vo- 
Ks de He gl Juntary 
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luntary too; becauſe a Man hath no more to do 1a ſuch a 
caſe, but to have a probable confidence that the Church ob- 
liges him noe any further chan ro an excernal recitation of 
ir, and expedts not any internal attention thereto. Cara- 
muel, the more to recommend the adyantages of this in- 
vention, declares openly, ſpeaking of himſelf, that he ne- 
ver ſo much as once in the year confeſs'd himſelf guilty of 
the leaft venial fin in ſaying over his Breviary, nay, on the 
contrary, that he might cabely fwear, that he had not com- 
mitted any, though he knew himſelf chargeable with many 
diftractions, and choſe voluntary. Caramuel. Theol. Fun- 
dam. p. 13 4+ 
XVI. 

Thar of ewo prebable opinions that are contraries, the 
ſame perſon may, as his humour leads him, one while make 
uſe of the one, and immediately after pur the other in pra- 
Qtice 3 what inconvenience ſoeyer may happen thereby ta 
his neighbour, it matters not. Thar chis doQtrine is true, 
what miſchief ſoever may be the conſequence thereof, nay 
though that by this change of opinion a Man exemprs him- 
ſelf from the obſervation of the commandments of the 
Church. The reaſon whereof, is, that thoſe command- 
ments are very ancient, and theſe compendious ſubrilties of 
a very late date ; and conſequently, that the Church, ha- 
ving not foreſeen them, cannor be thought to have forbid- 
den them. 1bid. p. 143- 

XVII. 

One example of the precedent doftrine produc'd by him 
15, that a Perſon having heard the Clock ſtrike Twelve, be- 
rween Saturday night and Sunday morning, and thereupon 
eaten 2 good meals meat of Eleſh, if, after he hath ſo eaten, 
it ſtrike Twelve again by ſome other Clock, he may com- 
municate the next day, as having not broken his faſt at all. 
The reaſon whereof 1s, that thefe two Clocks are to be 
look'd upon as two probable opinions, and conſequently, 
that, according to the former, it was lawful for 2 Man to 
ear fleſh, as being already Sunday morning, and that ac- 
cording to the latter he might imagine himſelf not to have 
eaten on the Sunday, but. only on the Saturday. Ibid. 


Pp: 139. 
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XVIII. 

A ſecond example is this , that an Ecclefiaſtick taking 
ſhip, and having brought with him only his Diurnal, (ac- 
cording to the opinton of Sanchez, who affirms that a Man 
performs his duty, as to the ſaying of the Divine office, by 
ſaying only what is inthe Diurnal!) may, when he is upon 
the Sea, chooſe whether he will ſay anything of his Office 
at all, by changing his opinion, and following chat df San- 
cius who ſays that a Man does nor perform his duty, if he 
ſay nothing but what js in the Drurnal, and conſequently, 
he who hath only a Diurnal about him, 1s not oblig'd te 
any thing. 165d. p. 138, & 134. h 

XIX. 

That 1t may be inferr'd from the doftrine of Probability, 
by a ſound -and logical conſequence, that the Church can 
neither command nor prohibit any action that is done in (ec- 
cret, and —— chat a Man ſhould not commir any 
fin in eating fleth on Fridays, ſo it be done ſecretly, or in 
pot ſaying over his Breviary , proyided no body knew 
any thing of it, &c. That theſe conſequences are impro- 
bable, and that nevertheleſs they are dialeically drawn 

om the doGtrine of Prabable Opinions. So that this do- 
Qrine may produce in the Schools a hereſie not unlike that 
of the Independents in England. Caramuel, pag. 205. 

WS XX 


Certain ridiculous conſequences, though neceſſary ,drawn 
by Caramucl from an opinion maintain'd by above eight Ca- 
ſyiſts, and conſequently probable according to their Max- 
mes. - - | 

1. Conſequence, which Caramuel approves 1n the place 
hereafter mentioned as molt probable, 1s this, 'that-a Man 
Confeſſing his fins, and thereupon receiving the communion 
at Eaſter, ſatisfies the precept of the Church for two Years, 
the precedent, and the ſabſequenr. - 

” 2. Conſequence, is, that if a Man ſay Matins and Lauds 
bur once, towards the Evening, he may fatisfic the precept 
of ſaying them for thar day and the next. Ibid. 

3. Cenſcquence, which he does net approve, but enga- 
ges himſelf is rightly drawn from the ſame opinion, is, That 
24. Monks who ſheuld ſay at che ſame time every = a 
ew Letton 
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Lefſon and an anſwer of Matins, would all acquit them- 
ſelves of the obligation that lies upon them concerning the 
LeſJons and the Anſwers. Ibid. p. 225. 

' 4- Conſequence, is, that” when rwo Perſons ſay over 
their Breviaries at the ſame time, they may repeat each of 
them his Verſe ar the ſame time, not troubling themſelyes 
about any thing of attention to what they do, becauſe it is 
not any way neceſſary. | + 

5, Conſequence is, that ir is ſufficient to ſay only once, 
whatever 15 to be repeated in ſeveral parts ef the Office, as 
the Pater nofter , Deus in adjutorium, Bc. This opinion 
ſeems probable to him. 

' 6. Conſequence, 1s, that a Man ſatisfies the obligation 
that lies upon him to ſay the Roſary, by ſaying only one 
Pater, and one Ave. 


XX. 

An impious objeCtion, grounded on the Define of Pro- 
bab4lity , tending to prove, that a Man may be ſaved in 
any ſect or hereſie, propoſed by Caramucl, under the name 
of 2 Lutheran, without any anſwer brought by him there- 
tO. pag. 472. 
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THE 
CENSURE 
Of the Books of 
CARAMUE L, 


B Y 
The late Arch-biſhiop of MeAiCHLIN, 


WHEREIN 


The Toleration of the new Probable Opinions 
is particularly condemned, 


A FEES, by the Providence of God, and the Holy 

' Apoltolick See, Arch-biſhop of AFfechlin,to all thoſe to 
whom theſe prefenrs ſhall cone, greeting in 6ur Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Upon information made unto us, that the Book- 
ſellers of our Dioceſe ſold and uttered certain Books of 
Drvinity ſer forth by Fohn Caramuel Lobkowits, DoQtor in 
Divinity, containing abundance of Propoſitions whereat 
the more knowing and deyout ſort of people are very much 


ſcandaliz'd ; we have caus'd the doftrine contained in thoſe + 


books, to be very diligently examin'd by ſeveral Divines 3 
totheend that if there were any thing of venome therein, 
ſuch as might prove deſtruftive to the ſouls committed to 
our Charge, we might accordingly apply ſuch convenient 
remedies, as ſhould prevent their deſtruction. Having 
therefore had a faithful report made us by thoſe Divines 
of the ſtrit examination they had made, and finding there 
by that the ſaid Author does advance ſeveral ſtrange and 
1mpious propoſitions, which open 'a broad way to caſt ſouls 
intoeternal damnation; and that he propoſes, with anin- 
ſuppertable impudence, many doubts contrary to the 
molt certain principles of Divinity, by oppoſing od ons 

trivia 
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erivial reaſons thereto, te which he doth not bring any ſo- 
lutions ; and conſequently that the ſaid Author doth coun- 
renance execrable opinions, ſuch as a man cannot refle& on 
witheut horror; as if he had made it his deſign to under- 
mine the foundations of ſound dottrine, that ſo he might 
afterwards with more caſe oyer-tura the whole ſuper- 
ſtrufture ; and Jaſtly that in many places he confidently de- 
clares, that it is his deſign to make many opinions proba- 
ble, ſo ro make abundance of things be theught lawful, 
which have hitherce been accounted fins; by that means 
making more broad and more eaſe, every day than other, 
the way that leads to heaven, as if he could by his new 
ſubcilcies pur the impoſture upon Feſus ChriFF who ſayes in 
his Goſpel; Enter tn at the Strait gate; for the gate which 
leadeth unto death-1s large, and the way that leadeth therato 
broad and ſpacious, and many therc are that enter in at that 
Gate. Bur that the gate which leadeth unto life, is narrow, 
and thar the way thar leadeth thereto is ſtraic, _ and that 
there are few that find it. Conceiving our ſelves therefore ob- 
liged out of a conſideration of our Paſteral charge, to fer as 
far as we can from this broad gate and this fpacious way, 
the ſheep whereof we are te be accountable,we havethought 
it abſolurely neceſſary, to forbid thereading of all the books, 
which that Author hath ſer out, or ſhall ſet out for the fu- 
ture, unleſs it bethar they are approved by us, or ſuch other 
perſons as ſhall be commiſſionared by us to that purpoſe. 
We therefore very ftritly charge all the faithful of our Dt- 
oceſe to forbear the Printing, ſelling, buying, reading or 
retaining any of all the ſa1d books, enjoyning all thoſe 
that now have, or hereafter may have any of them, to bring 
chem.unto us, within fifreen days after the publication of 
theſe preſents, to the end that we may diſpoſe thereof, as 
we ſhall ſee convenient. Dated at Bruſſels, the 18 of Fe- 
bruary, 1655. Signed thus, 


FAIFLES, Archbiſhop of Mechlin. 


Bruſſels, Printed by Mertin de Boſſuyt, Printer to the City, 
inthe Stone Perect, at the fign of S. Peter, MDC LV. _ 
—_ | 0 
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4 AN 
FE ATMACT 


Certain PROPOSITIONS, out of a 
very late Author, a Feſuit, named M 4- 
SCARENNAS, Printed by Cramoiſy, 
in the year 1656. and not publickly fold 
but fince O#ober in the laid year. 


T he Book, is dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and the 

 Anthor declares in his Epiſtle, that he teaches and 
maintains no more than what he had learn't from her, 
a his Miſtreſs, and that it was by a certain inſpira- 
tion from her that he writ it. Now it may be judged 
by fome of theſe deciſions, whether it be a work, 
confiſtent with thoſe pretended inſpirations, and the 
purity of that Virgin to whom it 1s addreſſed. 


I 


—_—_ whatſoever the Church ſuffers ro be taught and 

publiſhed by che Caſuzfts, . ought to be accounted law- 
ful; andconſequently, that a man ſatisfies the precept of 
hearing Maſs, when he hears ewo halfs thereof from two 
ſeveral Prieſts, whether it be ar ſeveral cimes or atthe ſame 
ume, Tra8. 5. n. 491. 
| ; I 1 : 

That either a ſecular perſon, or a Prieſt being fallen in- 
te any kind of impurity whatſoever, nay, though ſuch as 
are againſt nature, may without ſo much as the leaſt venial 
fin, (nay, areto be commended for it ifthey do ) commu- 
nicate the very ſameday, after they have made their con- 
{cſlion thereof. That whereas ther# were heretofore laws 
1n the Church contrary to this Teaent, they are now ab- 
rogated 
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rogated by the general cuſtom of the whole earth. That 
the Confeſlor ought to adviſe his penitent to receive the 
Eucharilt the very day that he is fallen into ſuch crimes ; 
and that the yow or reſolution any one might have made, 
not to come to the Lords Table in that condition, were 
null,tr. 4. de Sacroſ. Euch. Sacramento, diſp. 5c. 7-p.239- 

F. Bauny el. Theol. Mov. tr. 10. p. 457+ treating of che 
ſame queſtion, upon a caſe propoſed of a Prieſt that ſhould 
have the confidence to ſay Maſs the ſame day that he had 
committed ſome horrid crime, follows the ſame ſentimenc 
of Sancius, and is approved by Maſcarcomas, who very 
reundly declares, that it is no more than what may be fol- 
lowed in the practick. 

III. 

That ſacrilegious Communions produce Grace as ſoon 
as a man hath cleanſed himſelf by confeſſion, and conſe- 
quently he that had received an infinice number of ſuch 
communions, er a Prieſt that had ſaid Maſs ten times every 
day, contrary to the precept of the Church, and that in 2 
pelluted condition, would become moſt ſanGified in 2 

moment, aſſoon as he had made an aGt of contrition, or of 
- attrition with confeſſion, Tr. 1. de ſacram.in genere diſp. 4. 
C5. Br 47+ 
IV. 

That a Prieſt, who without any neceſſity, but meerly 
out of pure malice ſays Maſs ina condition of mortal fin, 
without making any confeflion before-hand, is not obliged 
to ſatisfie the obligation thar lies on him according to the 
Council of Trens, of confeſling himſelf afſoon as may be ? 
becauſe the Council ſpeaks only of ſuch as haye omitted 
confeſſion in a caſe of neceſſity, and not of thoſe who have 
omitted ir out of a malicious detign. Tr. 4. de ſacroſ Euchar. 
ſacram. diſp. 5-c.6 p. 236. A 


That, abſolutely ſpeaking, it is not ſo much as a venial 
fin toe omit the Sacrament of — 2 Tenent that 
hath been condemned by the Biſhops of France, and by 
the Colledge of Surbonne in the cenſure paſſed on certain 
books of the Zeſusrs of England. Tr. 3. de ſacram. Confir- 
mat. diſp. 4.6. 3-p. 152. 


VI. That 
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VI. 


That when 2 man who hathcommitted at! aQion, would, 

_ to know whether it be a fin or no, bring itte the Teſt of 
ſeveral probable opinions, he is nor obliged to confeſs him- 
lf of that doubtful fin, even though he inclines more to 


S the opinion that makes it a fin, than the other, Tr. 4 de ſa-- 
cram. Euchar. diſp. 5.c. 4.p. 227. 
VII. 


That he that goes to Mals, to take his opportunity to 
Joak on a woman with unchaſt deſires, and who, were it 
not for thatend, would not go thither at all, fulfils the 
Precept of hearing Maſs, even though he had an expreſs 
Intention not to fulfil it. Tr. 5.n. 518. 
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L130: Bo 


Of muny dangerous Propoſitions taken out of the 

late Caſuiſts, and particularly, owt of the firſt 
Tome, .infolio, of the zew Moral Theology 
of ESCOBAR, « FESHIT, Printed 
not long ſince at Lyons, and dedicated tothe 
General of the Jeſuits. 


# Hy is one thing will haply be much wondred at in 
this Liſt, and that is the odd file and manner of ex- 
preſſion Familiar with Eſcobar, as, Licet & mon licet, peccat, 
& nox peceat, Wc. It is therefore but neceſſary there ſhould 
be ſome account given of his meaning thereby 3 which is 
only this, that a-thing is allowable according/to ſome Ca- 
ſuiſts, and 4s- not according - to others. Thence he -con- 
cludes that the thing in queſtion is infallibly Jawful ac- 
cording to the principle of Probability, which he lays 
down as the corner-ſtone, .at the -very beginning -of his 
work, as may be-ſeen by the firſt Propoſition. 'It 15 nor 
to. be doubted but this manner of creating of Chriſtian Mo- 
rality will ſeem ridiculous ro perſons of underſtanding and 
ſound judgmenr, but: ic muſt needs draw groans from the 
breafts of thoſe that have any tenderneſs for piety, and 
will juſttie before al! the world, what a right charater 
is given bythe late Biſhop of Belay in one of his Books, 
of theſe Refiners of the rules whereby mens Conſciences 
are to be diretted, *Tis primcspally, ſaith he, in that pare 
of Theology which « caled Moral, that they diſcover the ut- 
moſt of thesr extravegancies, playing the Sopbifters ſo perem- 
prorily 3n things that concern the Law of God and humane 
aRions, that, as they daily find out new fins, and make new 
diſcoveries 1n the unknown world of Vice, ſo have they @ way 
to ſubduc chat they diſcover, ravelling and unravelony ” as 
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their bumour inclincs or diverts them, framing mens conſcien- 
ccs, or rather making ſport with them as they pleaſe themſelves, 
It is and it isnot, #s the Motto and device of this kind of Sci- 
ence. UWould you bave ſuch an alien to be guilty of any fin ? 
- They will turn that fide of the PiRture towards you which ſhall 
repreſent it as ſuch. Is #t cxpedient there ſhould not be any 
fin init > They will turn the other ſide towards you, This 
55 the true Lesbian rule which bends t ſelf to the thing 1t55 
#0 meaſure. Every year, what do I ſay, every year > No, 
every month; nay, every quarter of the Aon, the Socicty 
of the Indies furniſhes us with ſome new Caſuift or other. 
There it is that they 1wift and untwiit fins, in ſo much that 
that wwas fin laſt year, is no ſuch thing this year, and what 
5s not ſuch this year, ſhall baply be the next, of there be any 


meceſſity for 1t. 


That all probable opinionsare equally ſafe in point of 
conſcience. Whence it muit needs follow, that, when ſome 
Caſuiſts affirm a thing to be lawful, and others hold chat 
It is not, It is not to be doubted bur that it is. lawful, and 
that all the world may, without any fin, follow ſuch an 
Opinion. Eſcobar, Theol. Mor.Tom. 1.4.2. .SeB.1.c.2.p.34- 


That it is Lawful to conſult ſeveral Dofors, till ſuch 
time as that we meet with ſome one that anſwers us ac- 
cording” to a probable opinion that ſpeaks favourably on 
our ſide. Eſcobar, Theol. Mor. Tom. 1. 1.2. SeR. 2.6.6. Probl.7. 
p- 39- _ 

IIL. | Vn 

That Kings may impoſe a tribute as juſt, according to a 
probable opinien, and that the people may. refuſe to pay it, 
as being unjuſt, according to another probable opinton. 
E ſcobay, Theol. Mor. Tom. .l 2.Seft 2.c.6.Probl.18.p.43- 

I'V. | 

That Subjefs donor fin, when they refuſe, without any 
reaſon alledged, te ſubmix to a Law whereof there hath 
been a legal Proclamation made by their Prince. Eſcobar, 
Theol. Mor Tom.1.1.5 SeR.2.c.14-prob.13 p.160. 

V 


- That Clergy-men are not ſubjc to Secular, Princes, aud 
F | chat 
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that they.are not obliged to any obedience to the Laws, 
even though thoſe Laws are not any way contrary to the 
- ſtate Eccleliaſtical. Eſcobar, Tr.1.Ex.1.c.5,N. 34.& ſequent. 

VI. ; 

That 2 man proſcribed and out-lawed by a Temporal 
Prince may not be killed ont. of his. territories, but that 
he who 1s proſcrived by the Pope may be killed in any pare 
of the world, becauſe -his juriſdiction extends over all. 
Eſcobar, Moral. Tkeol.tr.1. Exam. 7. c. 3. Praxis ex Doflori- 
bus Soctetates, | 

VII. | 

That the Laws which inflidt penalties on thoſe that ſtall 
do certain aCtions,are not obligatory in point of conſcience; 
eyen though the matter be. of great importance. Eſcobar, 
Theul. Moral. Tom-1.1.5. ScB. 2.c. 17.probl.26.p.164- 

VIII. 

That a Fudge, 2s well ſuperiour, as inferiour, may give 
ſentence according to.one probable opinion,” quitting ano- 
ther opinton that 15 more probable. In like manner, tha® 
a Phyſician may preſcribe a thing that is leſs hkely ro cure 
his patient, inſtead of that which he conceives he may. 
with more probability and ſafery adminiſter. Eſcobar,Theo?. 
Moyal.Tom.1.1.2. Sc, 2. 6.6. probl. 14. p. 42s 

IX 


Thar, conſidering Juſtice ſimply in it ſelf, a Judge may 
lawfully take a Sum of mony to give ſentence for whictrof 
the parties he pleates, when both have equal right. Eſcobar; 
Mor.Theol.tr.3 .Exam-2.c.6.Praxis ex Societ. jeſu Dottoribus. 


Thar, in civil Contracts, he who had externally obliged 
himſelf either by word or writing, and who had not at thes 
ſame time any intention to be _1nternaly obliged, is nor in 
conſcience engaged to performance, and may Tecretly rake 
back again tnat which he had ſoJd, reſtoring the price he 
had received. Eſcobar, Theol. Moral. Tom. Wl. 10. Sett. 2, 
C. 16. probl. 20. p. 462. 


X 4... 

That according to a probable opinion,” deciding that 2 
tax impoſed upon Merchandifſes is not juſt, it is lawful for 
2 man to uſe falſe weights to gain the more; and thar, if 
F he 
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he be charged with ſo doing,he may deny it by oath, making 
ute of equivocal expreſſions, when he is brought upon 
Interrogatories betore a Jadge. Eſcobar, Moral. "Lhcol.ty.1. 
Bram. 3. c.7. Praxis ex Soctet. Feſ. Doftor. 

XII 


That a Son, who lives 1n the houſe with his Father, 
may exact acertain recompence for the ſervices he does him, 
and in caſe he do not give him any, he may with a ſafe 
conſcience ſteal from his Father. Eſcobar ,Theol. Aloral.zr.z. 
Exam. 9. c.4. Prax#u ex Secret. Teſu Doftoribus. 

XIII. 

That a man does not become irregular, that is to ſay, in-. 
capable of Eccleſiaſtical adminiſtrations, for having pro- 
eured and been the occaſion of an abortion, if he be in any 
doubt whether the fruit of the womb were quick. Eſcobar, 
Moral. Theol. tr.4 Exam.6.c.5.Praxis ex Socict. 7eſ.Dofor. 

XIV. 

That an Ecclefiaſtick ſurpriſed in Adultery, if he kill the 
womans husband whom he hath abuſed, in his own defence, 
15 not for that irregular. Eſcobar, Theol. Moral.tr.4 Exam. 6. 
C. 5. Praxis ex Societ. Feſ. Dottor. 

XV 


That a man condemned to the Galleys is not irregular, 
Eſcobar,Moral.Theol.tr.4.Ex.6.c.5.Praxu ex Socict. 7 eſ. DoB. 
XVI. 

That when the Church doth, upon pain of Excommuni- 
cation, forbid the reading of Books written by Hereticks, 
ſhe does not in that prohibition comprehend thoſe who 
Cauſe them to be read by others; the reaſon is, that, to 
Cauſe a thing to be read is not the ſame as to read it. Eſeq- 
bar, Theol. Floral. 1. 7. ScB. 2.c.33. Probl. 59-p- 289. 

XVII. 

That it 15 not Simony for a man to give mony to another, 
to the end he might employ his interelt with the Patron of 
a Living, to procure the ſaid Living for him. Eſcobar Theol. 
Moral. tr.6.Exam.2. c. 6. Praxis ex Soctet. Feſ. Dottor. 

XVIIL.. 

That a diſpenſation is in force, though the canſe, upon 
allegation whereof ic was obtained, be abſolutely ceaſed. 
For inſtance, when a man hath obtained a diſpenſation, 

not 
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not to ſay over his Breviary, by reaſon of ſome inconve- 
nience it may be to his ſight, he ſhall not be obliged ro do 
ir, when that inconvenience 1s removed. Eſcobar, oral. 
Theol. ir. 1. Exam. 16. C.4. Praxis ex Doftoribus Societ.Feſ. 
XIX. 

That it is not ſo much as a venial fin to make uſe of a 
Diſpenſation procured without any legal cauſe alledged. 
Eſcobar, Moral Theol tr.1 .Ex.16 c.4 Praxisex doB.Societ.Feſ. 

XX. 

That where the Pope ſimply enjoyns men to pive alms, 
to gain Indulgences, 1t is ſufficient if a man give but a 
halt-peny. Eſcobar, Moral. Theol. tr. 7. Ex.y. c. 8. Praxis 
ex Socict. Feſ. DoBtor. 

XX1. 

That works that are good in themſclyes, but are fins, 
and thoſe mortal, by reaton of the cvil end whereto they 
are referred, are ſufficient, 1n order to the gaining of In- 
dulgences. Eſcobar, Flor. Theol. tr. 7. Ex 5. Praxis ea Sa- 
ciet. Feſ. Doftor. 

XXII, 

That a priviledge is good and authentick, though it be 
obtained by diſcovering but ſome pare of the truth, aad in 
ſuch manner that it had not been obtained, if there had 
bezn an abſolute diſcovery made of the Truth. Eſcobar, 
Theol. Mor. Tom.1.1. 6. Seft.z. c. 10. Protl.6 p.187. 

XX1II. | 
 Thatir is lawful upon occaſion of ſome great fear, to 
make uſe of difimulation in the adminiſtration of the Sa- 
craments, as for a man to make as if he canſecrated, by pro- 
nouncing the words without attention. Eſcobar, Theol, Mor. 
Tom. 1.1.1. Se&. 2.c.7. Trobl. 26 p- 27 

XXLV. 

Thar it 1s noſin to contraCt a marriage by perſonation, 
as if it were in a play upon the ſtage, by uſing equivocal 
expreſſions to elude the Church, when one is forced thereto 
by a great fear. Eſcobar, Theol. om. 1.1. 1. Se. 11. 6. 7- 
Probl. 24. p. 26- 

XXV. 
That by vertue of the Bull called Guci:ta, a man may 


be diſpenſed of the vow he had made, or oath he had caken, 
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not to commit Pornication or any other fin ; though a man 
cannot be diſpenſed of an oath he had taken. about any 
concernment of his neighbour. Eſcobar, ty. 1. Exam. 17. n. 
244: Idem, Theol, Nor. tom. 1. 1.7, Sc. 1.99 245. 

XXVI, 

That, coming to the Preface, a man is not obliged to 
hear the reſt of the Maſs, at a place where there is but one 
Mals ſaid. Eſcobar, Mor. Theol.tr. x + Exam:8.c. 3. Praxis ex 
Sc. Feſs Door. 

XXVII. 

That a man, who hath the reputation to be extreamly 
given to Women, decsnot commut any morcal fin in ſoli- 
Citing a Woman to condeſcend to his deſires, ' when he does 
not intend to put his deſign 1n execution. 7ſcobar, Ioral. 
Theol: tr. 3. Exam. 3. c. 3- Praxis ex Societ. feſ. deflur. 

XXVIII. 

That 2 perſon, having played the Fortune-teller through 
an expreſs invocation of the Devil, is not obliged in his 
Confeſſion to diſcover any further than that he hath anſwer- 
ed a queſtion propoſed to him, gr told ones fortune. Eſco- 
bar, Theol. Mor.tom.1.1.3. Seft 2.c 10. Probl.g2.p.102. 

There may be further ſeen very ſtrangeelufions, as to the 
Sincerity of Confeſſion, which out of very ſhame are nor 
brought upon the {tage ; in the ſame Eſcobar, Theol. Fforal, 
Tom. 1.1. 3. Num. 256,294300,302,323- 

XXIX. 

That it is no mortal fin to preach, principally out of a 
conſideration of vain glory, or for mony. Eſcobar, Moral, 
Theol .tr.6. Exam. 7. c.7-. Praxss,p. 954» 

XXX. 


That it is lawful for Catholicks to appear at the Font, 
and anſwer for the children which the Miniſters bapriſe. 
Eſcobar, Flor. Theol. ty. 7. ex. 2. C. 4. Praxisyp. 980, 

XXXI, 

That it is lawful fora man to let his houſe to common 
ſtrumpers, who, he knows before-hand, will make it a place 
of publick proſtttutien, not requiring ſo much as any reaſon 
why he ſhould be excuſed for ſo doing, etram nulls jufti 
causd excufunte. Sanckez in Sum. 1. 1.c. 7. Num. 10. The 
Came thing is alſo maintained by other Jeſuits, as Vaſquez; 
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in opuſc. de Scandalo, p. 43. 2.8. du.5.n. 48. Rebellzus, I. 14. 
q. 17.1. 8, Caſtrus Palaus, t.1.tr. 6. diſ. 9. pun. 12.0. I. 
zor, and Falentza Cited by Sanchez. 
XXXII. 

The ſeveral ways that Servants may conſcientiouſly con- 
erioute to the debauches of their Malſters,according to the 
doctrine of theſe Caſuitts. Gaſpar. Hurtado, a Jeſuit,apud Dia» 
nam 5 part.p.435-.Eſcob. Mor. Theol.ty.7 .Ex.4 c.8.n 223. 

XXXIJE. 

After what a ſtrange manngr theſe late Caſuiſts do elude 
and bring into contempt the rvoſt wholſome regulations of 
the Church, and -the _ neceſſary proviſions ſhe hath 
made to ſtop the courſe of the moſt preſumptuous crimes, 
ſuch as are Blaſphemues, by faifly affirming that. they are ab- 
rogated by a contrary cuſtom. Thomas Sanchez, 1n Sum. I. 2, 
C- 32+ 1.44+ 

XXXIV. 

That a Cure or Paſtor of the Church is diſcharged from 
the obligation he ftands in to endeavour the inſtruction of 
his people, when he carnot do it of himſelf by reaſon of 
his 1gnorance, and that he hath not the means to have 1t 
done by another, by reaſon of the ſmall profits of his Cure. 
Bauny Jel. Tratt. 10, De Pretbyteris © Parochis,q 32.p.488. 

+ Þ + & FR 

That a man does not commit any fin, or is guilty of any 
irreverence towards God, when he preſumes to addrets 
himſelf to him in his Devations, having an actual inclina- 
tion mortally ro offend him. Sanch.Opuſe. Mor. 1.7 c.2 du.g. 

XXXVL. 

Thar a Prieſt who ſhould every day ſay the ofhce proper 
to Eaſter , without any reaſon for ſodoing, ſhould be guilty 
only 07 a venial fin, and that if he had any reaſon to do fo, 
he ſhould not fin at all. Caramue!, Theol, Fundam. p. 520. 

XXXVII. 

That he who hath a will to commit all the venial fins 
that are, doth not fin mortally. Granados, Diana, Aucha, 
cited by Eſcobar, Theol. Mor. I. 3.p. 83. 

XXX VIII. 

That it 1s a ſcruple very much ro be blamed for a man to 
ſay in his Confeſſion, that he hath committed a fault, being 
F 3 fatise 
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ſatisfied in himſelf that he did ill. Bauny, tr. 4. de Pame. 
« 15- p.138. 
pe XXXIX. 

That it is no injury done to the paternal power a man 
hath over his children, for another to perſwade his daugh- 
ter to run away with him, in order to a clandeſtine marri- 
2ge, againſt her Fathers conſent. Bauny, Theel. oral. tr. 
I 2. de smpedimento raptys, p. 721. 

s X 


That it is probable by Authority, and certain in reaſon, 
thata husband m2y without any fin kill his wife ſurpriſed 
in Adultery, and a Father his daughter ; And that the Laws 
of the Church, which condemn that action, oblige only 
Eccleſtafticks [ robo cannet have wives or daughters }] and not 
ſecular perſons. Caramuecl, Theol. Fundam. p. 737. 

XLI. 

That it is lawful fora man, in order to the preſervation 
of his voice, tomake himſelf an Eunuch, contrary to all 
civil and canonical Laws, which exprefly forbid it. What 
good opinions theſe Caſuiſts have one of another. Caramu- 
el, Theol. Fundam. p. 555,and 556. 

XLII 


That if an Infidel find any thing of probabilicy in his 
own falſe Religion, he is not obliged to embrace the Chr1i- 
ſian Faich propoſed to him, though he find himſelf more 
inclined to believe the latter, unleſs ir be at the point of 
death, accordiag to ſome, nay, he is not obliged even at 
the point of death according to others. Thomas Sanchez, 
Sanciu and Diana, cited by Eſcobar, Theol. Myral.p.3 y. 

S7 _—_ 

That there is no neceſſity, that, a man ready to dy, ſhould, 
in order to the receiving of the remiſſion of his fins of God, 
have a true defire to reform his life, if God ſhould ſpare 
1t him awhile; and that he may obtain it by the abſolu- 
tion of the Prieſt, though he be in ſuch a diſpoſition as to 
matter of repentance, that if he were but confident he 
ſhould live any longer, he would neither confeſs nor quit 
his fins ax all. Perrus Michael de San Homan, Jeſuit, Ex- 
pradit, 5 ſprritualium Socret. Feſw 1. 3.c.7.p.78. 


A 


the Myſtery of Teſuitiſme. 85 


A LETHSE NS 
Written by the ReverEND 


| Father in Gov, 
| FAMES BOONEN, 
Arch-Biſhop of Mechlin. 


To their Eminences the Cardmals of the 
Inquiſition at Nome, to whom the 


Jeſuits had appealed from his Ordi- 


NAnCcEs, 


Faithfully Tranſlated out of the Latine 
into French, -and out of French 
into Englith. 


ARGUAENT. 


Complaint being mage to the Arch- Biſhop of Mzchlin, 
of the remiſne(s of certain ( onfeſſors, he cauſeth 
an Extratt to be mage of certain Articles or Propo- 
ſitions maintained and prattiſed by ſome, which who 
would not renounce the prattice of were not to be ad- 
mitted to hear (onfeſſions, The Jeſuits not only di/- 
pute, but maintain them, whereupon they are denied 
approbation : they appeal to the Carainals of the In- 
quiſition at Rome, who write to tbe ſaid Arch-biſhop 
to approve them, which gave occaſion of the enſuing 
LETTER. F 4 MAY 


, 25d: . 
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MAY IT PLEASE TOUR EMINENCES, 

N the 21. of Fay, came to my Hands the Letter 
which your ſacred Congregation was pleaſed to write 
to m2 of the 18. of April, whereby you give me to under- 
ſtand, thar, defirous te ſatisfi2 in ſome meaſure the Rector 
of the Feſuits Colledge at Louvaine, which 1s within this 
Dioceſe, you have thought fit to enjzoyn me, not to deny 
ſuch Prielts of that Colledge as ſhall have been examined 
and approved, a permiſſion to hear the confeſiions of ſeca- 
Yar perſoris ; unleſs it were, that, meeting with any thing 
I ſhou!d be troubled at in ſo doing, I d1d, within three 
Moneths, repreſent unto your ſacred Congregation , thz 
Jaſt cauſes that hindred me from granting that permiſſion ; 
1n which caſe if I neglect to: give you ſatisfaction, ſome 
other Biſhop ſhould be empowered ro examine and approve 
them. 

This your Eminences may weil imagine muſt needs be 
zo ſmall aMiftion to me, nay, that I cannot but be mucn 
more troubled at it than I am well able to expreſs ; fince 
that, being come to the extremities of old age, and upon 
the point of my departur? hence, to go and give an account 
ro-ghe ſupream Judge, of my adminittrarion, I hnd, 'that, 
not only the World is already full of malice , bur alto 
that it degenerates daily more and more into wickedneſs, 
becauſe charity waxerh cold Defirous to find out ſome 
realon thereof, I have often both obſerved it my (elf, and 
have it from the information and judgment of ſeveral per- 
ſons, whoſe integrity , z2al , experience, and learning L 
am well ſatisfied or, that the principal cauſe of this deplo- 
rable degeneration and diſorder, proceeds from the over 
indulgence of many Confeflors who are ready enough to 
open trap-dooss to let Men into diſſolution and Liberriniſm, 
raking for ſecurity for therr ſo doing ſome new opinions of 
certain Divines, who, inſtcad of meaſuring their proceed- 
}ngs by the practice of Evangelical Truths and the rules of 
vood hfe, which have been left us by the holy Fathers, make 
22 their main buſineſs to find out new excuſes to confirm 
thoſe, which ſinners themſelves are wont to alledge, ro 
72.ate their fins, and to cover with the cloak of Probabs- 
ty, 
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lity, the ignominy and ſhamefulneſs of their crimes. Ir is 
of ſuch perſons as theſe that the Prophet Ezechicl hath ſaid 
in the Scripture. Wo wnto thoſe that ſow cuſhions under the 
elbows of men, and lay pillows under their heads, that they 
might decerve ther. : 

Theſe pernicious extravagances are now come to that 
height, that there were requiſite not a Letter, but whole 
Volumes, if a Man ſhould make bur a ſimple extract, our 
of ſome of their books and practices, of all thoſe unheard * 
of paradoxes, whereby they at this day elude the precepts 
of the Church, concerning the obſeryation of Faſting, Fe- 
ſtival days, and the recitation of the Canonical Hours ; 
whereby they palliate Simonies ,- private Revenges, Lyes 
and Perjuries ; whereby they enervate, and bring 1n a man- 
ner to nothing the obligation which lies upon Men to avoid 
the occaſions of falling into fin; and in fine thoſe paradoxes 
whereby they expoſe to an evident danger of nullity, the 
efficacioutneſs and power of the Sacraments. Now as it is 
in a manner natural co Men to approve thoſe diſſolute max- 
imes which any way flatter their irregular apprehenſions, 
ſo mult it needs happen, that thoſe, who are the Authors 
chereof, raking it for granted by tae eafie entertainment they 
meet with in the World, that they had done a very conſidc- 
rable ſervice therein, cannot bur preſumpruoufly imagine 
in themſelves, that they daily more and more enlarge the 
way to Heaven, by the means of their Probability, that is 
to ſay, take away the bounds and meers of that ſtraight 
way which leads to life, planted by the hands of Feſi 
Chri5t himſelf, who 1s erernal and unchaogeable truth, and 
remove them out of their places as far as they can by ſuch 
inventions, as proceed from no other principle than them- 
ſelves. 

Having received ſeveral complaints againſt this errone- 
ous and dangerous kind of Theologie, from thoſe who have 
2 certain zeal and renderneſs tor a more ſolid doGtrine, and 
a more Chriſtian diſcipline ; and finding on the other ſide, 
the Heyeticks who are our Neighbours, continually loading 
us with reproaches, that ſome DoCtors of our Catholick 
Church do maintain things ſo extravagant in the buſineſs of 
Morality, as that Pagans themſelves never betrayed any 
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thing that may come into compariſon therewith ; I made it 
my earneſt buſineſs to make a colleEtion of ſome of the moſt 
diffolute and moſt dangerous Articles,whereof I have here- 
unto annexed a Copy, taken partly out of their printed 
Books, and partly out of what hath been obſerved in the 
practice of ſome of them, whoſe demeanours I have had a 
very faithful account of, Having ſo done, I thought it not 
amiſs to require the opinions and judgments thereof of the 
moſt knowing Men of my Dioceſs, as well ſecular as regu- 
lar. Whercupon having ſeen and examined the whole, I 
reſolved to prevent the further progreſs of this evil, by the 
application of the molt gentle remedies I ſhould have 
thought of; that 1s ro ſay, by giving notice as well by my 
ſelf as theſe who had managed the examination of the bu- 
fineſs, that thoſe, who were admitted to hear Confefſions, 
ſhould beware how they fell into that diſſolution of do- 
Etrine; and giving order withal that there ſhould be a lear- 
ned refutation ſer forth of ſome part of thoſe Articles. But 
having found afterwards, that this kind of prevention was 
notſufficient, and that recourſe muſt be had to more effe- 
Qual remedies, I reſolved not to grant to any, either Se- 
cular, or Regular Prieſt, the power of receiving Confeſſi- 
ons, if he did not promiſe and (wear befere-hand not to put 
1n praftice any of all the ſaid Areicles. 

Much about that time, it happened, that on the 23. 
day of April, 1652. ſeveral Religious men of the Society 
of FESVUS,preſenting themſclves to be examined, I thought 
ir no cafie matter to meet with another ſo favourable an op- 
portunity to execute the reſojution I had taken. And there- 
upon I began with thoſe, as well out of an imagination, 
that if they ſhould willingly comply with, and oblerve thar 
oath, the Religious men of other Orders would certainly 
make no difficulty thereat ; as that I had certain proofs, 
that the Fathers of that Society,were of all others, the molt 
addifted to invent and to pradtiſe thoſe licentious dodrines. 
And this among many other examples clearly appeared te 
the Examiners whom I had appeifited to make the examen, 
on the day before mentioned. For the Feſusts, having been, 
of ſer purpoſe, examined that day, concerning the dange- 
rous Articles, they yery obitinately maintained the beſt our 
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of them, and particularly this, which, I haye from very 
good hands, as a certain Truth, hath been practiſed by the 
Religious of their ſociety, that is to ſay, that it is lawful 
to diſmits thoſe with the ſacramental Abſolution that have 
not haply gene over half their confeflions, when there hap- 
s to bea great concourſe of Penitents, as it may very 
well happen upon great Feſtivals,or ata time of indulgence: 
which being tolerated, it would very often come to paſs, 
that People would make but half and imperfeCt confeſſions, 
thoſe Fathers drawing to their Churches a great multitude 
of Penitents. Another effe& of this toleration would be, 
that the greateſt.ſinners, out of the fear they might be in to 
declare the enormity of their crimes, would with no ſmall 
ſatisfaction embrace this convenience of obtaining abſoluti- 
on, when they have haply confeſſed but one or two of their 
molt pardonable defaulcs. 
Upon theſe Conſiderations was it, that I deferr'd the 
granting of a permiſſion to hear the Confefſions of ſecular 
perſons to ſeven of the Religious men of that Society, who 
in other things had diſcovered ſufficient Learning and abi- 
lities, until ſuch time as they ſhould promiſe and ſwear that 
they would not proceed according to thoſe Articles in the 
management of Men's Conſciences. And whereas I well 
foreſaw that they would not be perſwaded to take any ſuch. 
Oath without the conſent of their Superiours, I gave them 
a Copy of thoſe Articles to be ſhewn them ; which they 
promis'd me ro do. But from that time to this, I never 
could have any account or anſwer, either from them) or their 
Superiours, unleſs it be, that one of them, whom I think 
to be a Profeſſor of Lovainc, told me that their Society had 
caus'd to be Printed, in France, ſome of thoſe very Articles ; 
bur that 1t did not any way concern the Inhabitants of Flan- 
ders. Whereupon I made him anſwer, that, it being nor. 
the cuſtom to permit the impreſſions of Books made by 
thoſe of their Society, without being before-hand approv'd 
by three of their Divines nam'd by their Provincial, it was 
no longer to be doubted that their whole Society main- 
tain'd, as probable, what ſo many Divines beſides the Au- 
thor of the Book, had thought fit to be communicated to 
the publick. | 
All 
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All theſe things conftdered, I mult confeſs I could never 
comprehend upon what theſe Fathers ground the Imagina- 
rion they are of , that 1 have done them any injury , by 
preſſing them to the Oath before mentioned. Had they 
been but pleas'd to diſcover the pretended grievances which 
| they thought ſo indigeſtible, I ſhould have ordered the 
buſinefs to be diligently examin'd, and if there had been 
any thing of reaſon in their complaints, I ſhould have 
thought it-no difficulty ro quit my former reſolution. For 
it was far from my defign to do ought that mighe prove 
prejudicial ro them, all my aim being to prevent the de- 
flruftion of that flock which was committed ro my charge, 
and to reſcue it from the inconveniences conſequent to the 
Ticentiouſneſs of ſome Confcffors, which I ſaw growing 
daily more and more predominant, and, was juflly afraid, 
proceeded for the molt part from that Society. 

And whereas I could not imagine they ſhould five to 
thoſe ſhifts and evaſions out of any other pretence, than 
for that there might be, among the cenſured Articles, 
ſome which they concery'd might be repreſented as leſs 
odious by a favourable conſtruttion thereof, or might hap- 
ly be fo far maintain'd by plauſible arguments , as that 
they ſhould ſeem not to aelerve fo ſeyere a Cenſurep I 
thought fir (purpolely to avoid being engag'd into a mul- 
eiplicity of diſpute without any hope of conviction) to put 
thoſe Articles into the hands of the Theologal Faculty of 
Lovaine, to the end they night there be maturely exami- 
ned, that thoſe only might be cenſur'd which ſhould be 
found undeniably corrupt and condemnable, and that, if 
the ſaid Faculty had met with either in the Books, or ob- 
ferved in the practice of Confeſſers any other opinions, 
containing a doQrine pernicious as was that of the Arti- 
cles, they _ be added thereto, as was accerdingoly 
done by the ſame, both on the 3o. of Aarch, and the 


26. of April, 1653. when they judg'd that the XVII. 
Propoſitions enſuing were not to be tolerated in the pra- 
Qtick, and thar it was the duty of Superiors, ro make pro- 
viſion by their Authority that they ſhould not be taught, 
as may be ſeen by the Copy of the Decree of the ſaid Ea- 
culty hereunto annexed, 


To 
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To the end therefore that I might in all things obey the 
order of your Eminences direfted to me, as far as lies in 
my power, and at the ſame time not omit any thing that 
my Epiſcopal FunCtion may oblige me to, as to what con- 
cerns the weeding out of theſe pernicious Dodtrines, I ſhall 
be ready to admit the Religious men of the Society afore- 
ſaid, to receive Confeſhons, when there ſhall not be want- 
10g any of the qualifications requiſite, provided always 
that, being legally anthorized, they promiſe and ſwear, 
that they will never, in the practick, adhere to thoſe X VII. 
Propoſitions at leaſt, which 1 ſhall ro morrow propoſe to 
the Ecclefiaſticks and Regulars of my Dioceſe, to the end 
they may be abhorr'd by all, a proceeding 1 hope your E- 
minences W:1l allow as juſtifiable. 

There are yet two things, whereof I _—_ not amiſs, 
upon this occaſion, to give your Eminences ſome account. 
The former, 1s, that the Regulars do not obſerve the 
Decree of the Congregation, made concerning the affairs 
and requiſitions of the Biſhops. and Regulars, dated the 
15. of Func, 1647. hereafter mentioned ; wherein it is de- 
clared, That it 1s not lawful for Regulars to give abſolu- 
tion in Caſes reſerved to the Ordinaries of the places, or 
that might be referved to them for the future. And con- 
ſequenrly, that they .cannot exerciſe that power, if they 
have not obtained leave to that purpoſe of the Ordinary. 
Now though 1 took great care to have the faid Decree 
communicated to all Superiours of the Regular Orders 
the 3. of Ofob. 1647. yet hath there been with me bur 
one ſingle Religious man of the Order of St, Auzuft. to 
dchre that power, which I accordingly granted him, be- 
cauſe he was a prudent and pious Man. Others there are 
that pretend they have 1 know not what prtviledges, or 
communications of puviledges ; nay they difclatm the D-- 
cree, as null, be-auſe it was granted without their being 
heard thereto. Others thercare, that affirm it only ro be 
declarative, and conſequently that it is of no force agaiaſt 
their priviledges, which, they ſay, cannot be male inya- 
Id, but by a Decree tormally leye1l'd againſt them. Nay, 
thcre are ſome ſo t:merarious, as pretumpruouſly to at- 
hw, chat ac 15 not in the yower eytn of our holy Paths: 
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the Pope himſelf, to revoke or abridge their Priviledges, 
as being ſuch as have been granted them by way of reward 
for their merits. 

The ſecond thing I have to repreſent uhto your Emi. 
nences, is, that there are ſeycral Regulars who receive Con- 
fefſions within my Dioceſe , though they have not been 
approved either by my Predeceſlors or my ſelf. Upon 
which account it was, that, not long fince, I caus'd no- : 
tice to be given to all the Regulars (as it appears by the © 
Copy of the Mandate hereunto annexed) that they ſhould 
come and preſent the Deed or Writing wherein are to be 
ſeen the Names, and the time of Approbation, which they 
had received either from me or my Predeceflors. This 
hath been done by many ; and fo that it ſoon diſcovered 
the great number of thoſe that have intruded into the Of- 
fice of Confefſors within my Dioceſe, without the ſaid Ap- 
probation. But one thing happened which I cannot ſuffici- 
ently admire, that 1s, that when the Mandate came to the 
knowledge of the Abbot of Saint ,_Angelo, Internuncius 
of his Holineſs in the Low-Countries, he ſent to me that 
I ſhould revoke the ſaid Mandate, theugh tt did not com- 
prehend any thing which had not been obſerved from all 
Antiquity, and that it had been eſtabliſhed for a Rule in 
the Provincial Council of Mzchlin, and confirmed by Pope 
Paul V. in the title 5. c. 1. of the Sacrament of Penance, 
in the terms recited 1n the Article hereunto annexed. And 
all this, notwithſtanding the expreſs command of our moſt 
holy Father the Pope that it ſhould be obſeryed, as may 
be ſeen in his Brief of the 16. of Fay, 1648. concernin 
the cauſe of the Biſhops of Angelepolion. By which Brief 
It is enjoyned, that the Regulars, even of the Society of 
Feſws, approved in a Dioceſe by the Biſhop thereof, to 
hear the Confeſſions of ſecular perfons, ſhall not have pe- 
wer to receive the like Contciſſons in another Dioceſe: 
without the approbation of *the Biſhop of the ſaid Dio- 
ceſe, as 1 doubt not bur is well known to your Emi- 

nences. 

And thus much 1 conceiv'd it my duty to diſcover to 
your Sacred Congregation, in order to the good of Eccle- 
faltical diſcipline, having ſo great a confidence of your 
Piety, 
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Piety, Zeal, and Vigilance, as that you will youchſafe te 
afford me ſome more effeftual means and remedies, where- 
by 1 may be cnabled to oppoſe thoſe abuſes which ought 
| not to be negleted. In the mean time, having with all 
ſubmiſſion acknowledg'd the reverence I have for your - 
Purple, 1 remain 


Your Eminences moſt 
humble Servant, 
FicAMES, 
Arch-biſhop of IL, /AFCHLIN, 


Bruſſels, July 17, 1654. 
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gard had to the intention of him who obliges a man to 
twcat. 

| Wo VL | | 
. Tt is ſometimes allowable, and that ſo as a man ſhall nor 
be guilty of any morral fin, to kill an adverſe party,. or ro 
defame him, even by charging him with crimes he is ng 
way guilty of. 

h VII. 
; Tris lawful for an Ecclefiaſtick or a Religious man of any 
Order to kill a Detrattor, who threatens to diſcover noto- 
rious crimes of him or his Religion, when there is no other. 
way to prevent it, as it ſhould ſeem there is not, if the 
DetraGtor be ready, publickly ro charge therewith, and 
that before moſt grave men, cither that religious man 0z 
his Religion, if he be not kill'd. 
VIIT. | 

The commandment of the Church to obſcrye Feſtival 
days, is not obligatory. upon pain of mortal ſin; ( thecaſe 
of ſcandal only excepted ) if there be nothing of contempt. 

IX 


. There are ſome who probably maintain, that if the child 
be not yet quick in the mothers womb, it is lawful to pro« 
Cure an abortion, to avoid either ſcandal or death. Whence 
it appears that we mult not too eaſily condemn a wench that 
compaſſcth the death of the child within her, when the 
child is not yet quickned, out of a fear thar being found 
big, ſhe mighr be put rodeath, or comerto diſcredir. 

\ 4 


It is lawful for a man to entreat 'a Conyurerta diſſolve a 
charm laid before by another of. the ſame profeſſion, if he 
be willing and ready to do it, 

"F þ 4 E 

Thoſe who communicate at the Monalteries of the Men- 
dicant Friars about Eaſter, ſatisfie the commandment ot tie 
Church concerning annual Communion, and are not ob- 
lig'd cocommunicate in their Pariſhes. 

| X1I. 

When a man hath in his Confeflion conceal'd ſome fine. 
our of afear of brioging his lite into any hazard, or our ot 
ſome other conſiderations, he is no: oblig'd to diſcoyer then 
in any Confeſhon afterwards. & Xl; 
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XIII. 

Tr is not only Lawful to preſerve, by a murthering defence, 
the things we are actually 1n poſſeſſion of, but alſo thoſe 
wherero we may make a cerrain claim, or have ſome intereſt 
in, andare in hopes to be poſſcflors of hereafter. Which 
dedrine allow'd, it 15 lawful as well for an heir as a Lega- 
tee to defend himſelt in that manner, again!t him who un- 
Jultly raiſes encombrances tq hinder his ſucceiſion, or re- 
eard theexecution of a Will. The ſame courſe is alſo al- 
lowable in him that hath a right co. a LeCturer's place or a 
Prebendry, againſt another who unjuſtly diſturbs his poſ- 
ſe{hon. | 

XIV. 


To call God to witneſs to a light inconfiderable Lye, is 
not ſo greaz an Irrevcrence, as that a man ſhould or mighe 
be dama'd for it. 


"Tis no mortal fin for a man to accept a challenge to 

maimeain his honour, and to kill the challenger. 
XVI. 

A man is not oblig'd, upon painof morta! ſin, to reſtore 
what he hath ſtollen by erivial and inconſtderable thefes, 
what eycr the total ſum thereof may amount to. 

XVII. 

A perſon is capable of receiving Abſolution how pal- 
pable ſoever his ignorance may be of the Mylteries of Faith, 
nay, though out of pure negligence, he knows nothing of 
the myſtery of the moſt BlefTed Trinity, or of the Incarna- 
tion of our Lord JESUS CHRIST. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 


T. O | 
CONFESSORS. 


C5 nfeſſors are hereby to take notice, that they are not 
inveſted with any ſuch power as that of diſpenſing 
with the obligation which lies upon men to pay their 
debts, or to countenance the delay of the payment there- 
of; or exempting men from the obligation of reſtoringche 
honour they have taken away from their Neighbour, or 
making ſatisfaCtion for the injuries they have” dene him. 
They are accordingly to defer abſolution, if the Penitents 
expreſs not 2readineſs to ſatisfie, whether it be for their 
debts or the injuries they have done, thoſe caſes only ex- 
cepted wherein the Laws permit it, whereof the Confe(- 
ſors only are the Interpreters. | 

They are further ro be advertis'd, that, according to the 

eſcription 'of the Council of Trent, they are not 'to 
meddle with reſcry'd Caſes, and conſequently, that they 
are not to aſſume to themſelves any power of Abſolucioa 
therein, fave only in extreme neceſſity. : 
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JUDGMENT 


OF FHE 


Theologal Faculty 


OF P 


LOFafTNE, 


Conſulted ” the Arch-biſhop of Mzchlin, #0 
know, whether he ought not to enjoyn the Con- 
fefſors to forbear the prattice of the precedent 
propoſitions, in the direfFion of mens Con- 
ſciences. 


= ſacred Theologal Faculty of Lovaine aſſembled in 
! K: the Hall of the Univerſity, the 30. of Flarch, and 
26. of April 1653. hath judged and concluded, that 
the dodrine of theſe XVII. Propoſersons is not to be ſuffered 
in the Praftick; and that the Superiours ought te employ 
their authority for the prevention thereof. 

Ic is alſo the judgment of the ſame Faculty, that the ewo 
advertiſements ſubſequent thereto are to be ſeriouſly re- 
commended to the Confeſſors. 


Signed below, by 


THEODORUOS LYLVOLTIDs, 
Dean, inhis ownname and that of all 
the other Doctors. 
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A KADER 


I Had once reſolv'd tocloſe up the ADDITI- 
ONALS totche MYSTERY of FE- 
SUITIS ME with the ſolemn Cenſure paſſed 
by the Theologal Faculty of Lovaine, upoz ſe- 
wveral Propoſitions, as confining my ſelf to what 
I found in the Cologne-Eadition of che P R O- 
VINCI AL LETTERS. But the two 
following pieces coming ſo opportunely to hand, 
and berng of ſo much concernment to all the 
tranſattions between the FANSENISTS 
aud the MOLINISTS; #t would have 
argued a neglet, if not an envy, of thy ſatis- 
fattion to have ſlipped the preſent occaſiin | had 
to file them up. Beſides, the JESUITS, for 
their Vindication, intending toput out THE 
APOLOGY FOR THE CASUISTS, &c. 
in Engliſh, ( to which theſe are written by way 
of Anſwer) they may prove an Antidote 
again#t the poylon, intended the unwary world 
in that Maiter-piece of the SOCIETY. 


G 3 R. R. 


109 Adaitionals to 


FACTU M 


OR A 


REMONSTRANCE 


OF THE 


Curez of PeA RIS, 
Againſt a Book Intituled, 


eAn «Apology for the Caſuiſts, 
againſt the calumnies of 
the Janſeniſts, 


Printed at Paris, 1657. 


As alſo againt thoſe that have been the Au 
thors, Printers, and Diſperſers of it. 
6 | 


FT He caufe we arcingag'd io is that of Chriſtian Marali- 

ty. Our Adverſaries are the Caſuiſts, who carrupr it. 
The cencernment we have therein is deriv'd from the ten- 
derneſs we ought to have for their conſciences who arc 
committed to our charge. And the reaſon of our ſo car- 
neſt appearance againſt this late Libel, is, that the con- 
dence of theſe Caſuiſts growing every day more and more 
inſupportable, infomuch that it ſeems arriv'd ro ſuch a 
height as makes it incapable of addition, we conceive our 
ſelves oblig'd to have recourſe to the utmoſt remedies, and 
ro put up our complaints to all the Tribunals where we 
imagine we ought rode it, ſoto proſecute without any in- 
rermifſion the cenſure and condemnation of thoſe pernict- 
ous Max.mes. | . The 


$ 
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The better to ſatisfic the world of the juſtice of our pre- 
tenſions, we need only give a naked repreſentation of the 
Whole difference as it lies between us, and an account of 
the carriage of theſe Caſuiſts from the beginning of their 
epterpriſes to the publiſhing of this laft Book of theirs, 
which is indeed the conſummation of all. To the end, that 
men, having confider'd with what an exceſs of patience they 
have hitherto been tolerated in their pernicious deſigns 
againſt the Church, may thence perceive the neceſſity there 
is henceforward to proceed with the greateſt rigour againſt 
them. Bur we think our ſelyes concern'd in the firft place ts 
make appear wherein the venome of rheir miſchievous 
dodrines doth principally confiit, as a thing which the 
greateſt part of the world does nor ſufficiently refle& upon. 

That which 1s moſt highly pernicious in theſe new. do- 
Qrines, is, that their main deſign is not only to corrupt good 
manners, but to introduce corruption into the very rule 
of Morality, which is a bufineſs of far greater confidera- 
tion and conſequence. For it is much a lefs dangerous 
and general inconvenience to introduce irregularity and 
difoluion, yet with a ſuppoſal of the vigour and exiſtence 
of the Laws whereby they are forbidden, than to pervert 
thoſe Laws and to jultifie thoſe irregularities. The reaſon 
thereof is, that, as the nature of man is even from its firſt 
being perperually inclin'd to evil, and thar the only thing 
which prevents him from falling thereinto 1s ordinarily 
the fear he may be in of the Law, D it happens, that, when 
he hath once fhaken off that bridle, he runs at random in- 
ro all exceſſes of concupiſcence; fo that there is no diffe- 
rence between making all vices lawful, and all men picioue. 

And thence it comes, that the Church hath never endea- 
voured any thing ſo muchas an inviolable conſervation of 
the rules of Morality, even in the mid{t of their diſorders 
whom ſhe could not preveat from a violation thereof. So 
that when time hath produced Chriſtians of evil lives, ic 
15 to be obſerved at the ſame time that there were holy - 
Laws that condemned them and were purpoſely made for , 
their redution. Nor indeed was it ever known before the 
ſtarting of theſe Caſuilts, that any one,acknowledging him- 
ſelf ro be of the Church,did publickly endeavour to deſtroy 
Te purity of her rules. G 4 This, 
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Thus, it ſeems, was an attempt referved for theſe laſt 
times, Which the Clergy of France calls the dregs and 'de- 
gage of the laft days, wherein theſe new Divines inſtead of 
making the lives of men conſonant to the preceprs of Jeſis 
Chrifs, make it their buſineſs ts level the precepts and rules 
of Jeſus Chrift tothe concernments, paſſions and pleaſures 
of men. Ir 15 by this horrid overturning of things, that 
ſome, who go by the names of Dofors and Divines, have 
introduced, inſtead of true Morality, which ought to have 
no other principle than divine Authority, nor other end 
than that of charity, a Morality that's purely humane, ſuch 
as procceds from no other principle than that of reaſon, 
nor hath other end than concupiſcence and the paſſions moſt 
Irregulzr in nature. And this is no more than what they 
declare themſelves withan incredible preſumption, as may 
te ſeen by theſe few maximes, which are moſt ordinary 
among them. , An aftion, ſay they, # probable, and may 
be dons with 3 ſafe conſcience, if it be grounded on a rational 
reaſon, ratione rationabili, or upon the authority of ſome 
grave Authors, nay, of one alone, or if it be direftcd to an 
allowable objeft. Now what they mean by an allowable 6b- 
Jef may be ſecen by the examples they give of it. It « law- 
ful, (ay they, for us to kill bim that bath done us any injury, 
provided it proceed from a motive of gaining eftcem among men, 
ad captandam hominum zſtimationem. A man may go to 
the place appointed with a deſign to fight a duel, provided be 
do xt to avoid the afferſion of a ben-bearted fellow, and to 
g4in the reputation of a man of metal, vir & non 'gallina. 
A man may give mon:y for a Benefice, provided it be done 
out of no other refleftion than that of the temporal advantages 
#ecrewing thereby, and not out of any thoughts of miking a 
comparsſon between a temparal and ſpiritual thing, A woman 
may dreſs ber ſelf gorgeouſly, what snconvenience ſoever may 
happen thereby, provided ſhe do it mcerly out of the natural 
inclination ſhe bath to be vain, ob naturalem faſtus inclina- 
tronem. A man may eat and drink as much as ke pleaſe, ſo 
3t bs done purely out of vanity, and without kali to bu 
bealth, becauſe the natural appetite may endeawur its enjuy- 
ments 1n thoſe ations which are proper therets ; Licite potelh 
apperitus nacuralis ſas aQibus truy, 
a , .- i : R q -. ; From 
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From theſe few words may a man give a great gueſs ar 
the defigns of theſe Caſuiſts, and how that, while they de- 
ſtroy the rules of piety, they introduce, inſtead of the 
precepts of the Scripture, which oblige ys to do all things 
with an humble complyance' to the will of God, a brutal 
permiſſion to make all our aGtions abſolutely referrible to 
our ſelves. That is to ſay, whereas Jeſus Chriſt came to 
mortifie in us the concupiſcences of the old man, and tg 
ſertle the empire of charity in the new man ; theſe, on the 
contrary, are come to reyive the concupiſcences, and to 
Imother the love of God, from which they give men a libe- 
ral diſpenſation, and declare itts be ſufficient if they bate 
him not. 

This, this is that carnal kind of Morality which they 
have furniſhed the world with, ſuch as hath irs dependance 
only on the arm of fleſh, as the Scripture ſpeaks, and 
whereof they aflign no other ground than the authority of 
Sanchez, Flolina, Eſcobar, Azor, Sotus,Fc. who it ſeems 
thinkit rational ; whence they conclude, that it may befol- 
lowed with the greateſt ſafety of conſcience, and with- 
out running the leaſt hazard of damnation. 

Ir is certainly a thing deſerves our greateſt aſtoniſhment 
to ſee the preſumption of ſome men come to this height. 
Bur this is done inſenſibly, and by degrees that to moſt are 
zmperceptible ; in this manner. 

Theſe accommodating or complying opinions were not 
at theirfirſt ſtart guilty of the exceſs they are at the preſent, 
but ſeeming not ſo horrid, and being advanced only as 
things doubtful and problemarical, they immediately gain- 
ed ſome ſtrength by the number of their maintainers, whoſe 
maximes are of this quality, that they daily tend more and 
more to diſſolution and libertiniſme. So that there being a 

conſiderable bedy of Caſuiſts that Rifly maintained them, 
the Miniſters of the Church ſomewhat backward to en age 
againſt that great number, and hoping -withal that mildneſs 
and reaſon might reduce thoſe wandring perſons into their 
right way again, have ſuffered theſe diforders with a pa- 
tience, which the event hath diſcovered tobe not only in- 
effeftual, as to what was expected might be the iſſye of it, 
bur a)ſo prejudicial. For they, afſuming thence a liberty, 
oe _ 
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to write, have in ſhort time ſpent their venome into ſo.ma< 
ny volumes, that the Church does at this day groan under 
the monſtrous burthen thereof. The licentiouſneſs of their 
opinions, which muſt be propertionableto the multitude 
of their Books, 1s ſuch as does not only hurry them into 
pernicious Tenents, but gives them withal a confidence to 
propoſe them to the world. Thus the maximes which they 
had at firft only ſcattered abroad as ſimple ſentzments, were, 
not long. after, advanced into the predicament of probgbs- 
tty ; thence into the number of ſuch as might be followed 
with all ſafcty and ſercnsty of conſcience 3 nay, at lalt, de- 
Clared to be as ſafe as the contrary opinions, and this with 
fach a palpable diſcovery of extravagance, that the Eccle- 
fiaſtical powers conceiving 2 jult indignation thereat have 
paſſed ſeyeral cenſures on thoſe dorines. The general aſ- 
fembly of the Church of France cenſured them in the year 
3642. inthe: book of F. Bauny which is in a manner a per- 
fect colledion thereof: for books of that nature are bur 
perpetually retterated copies of the ſame thing, that were 
oxtant before. The Colledge of Sortonne pailſed the ſame 
condemnation on them : The Theologal Faculty of Lo- 
vaine did the like ; and the late Arch-biſhop of Far pafled 
ſeveral cenfures upon them. Inſomuch that there was ſome 
ground to hope, that ſo many authorities joyned together 
might retard the further progreſs of ſo growing an incon- 
yenicnce; bur the Caſuiſts it ſeems thought not all theſ?, 
checks worthy their notice. F. Hereau read, in the Colledge”- 
of Clermont, ſuch ftrange LeCtures in order to the permuſ- 
fion of Hemicide ; and the Fathers Flahaut, and Le Cuurt did 
at Caen broach ſuch horrid Tenents to authorize duels, that 
the Univerfity of Par conceived it ſelf thereupon obliged 
eo make a repreſentation thereof to the Parliament to have 
fome courfe taken therein, which occaſioned thoſe tedious 
prececdings thatare knownto all the world. F. Hercaw be- 
ing upon that charge by order of th: Council, confined to 
the Feſurts Colledee as 2 Priſoner, it abated ſomewhat 
of theearneſtneſs of the Caſuifts; bur in the meantime were 
they preparing new matters, to be ſpawn'd into the world 
ina more favourable conjunQure of time. AccorJingly, 
xt was not long ere came abroad the works of Efco = 
F., cA> 
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E. Amicus, Maſcaregnas, Caramuel, and diverſe others, ſo 
fraught with the opinions that had been already condemned, 
nay, with ſome new ones more horrid than any before ; 
that we, who, by reaſon of the over-ſight and. familiarity 
which we have with Mens conſciences, muſt neceds take 
notice of the miſchiefs occaſioned by thoſe irregularities, 
thought our ſelves obliged to. oppoſe the ſame all that lay 
in our power. Upon theſe grounds was it, that we ad- 
dreſſed our ſelves theſe laſt Years to the Aſſembly of the 
Clergy then ſitting, to demand the condemnation of the 
principal propoſitions of cheſe lare Authors, whereof we 
gave them a faichtul extract. 

Then was.it, that the earneſtneſs of thoſe who would un- 
gertake the maintaining of them, apparently broke out. 
They left no courſe ynattempted, omitted nothing of ſoli- 
Ciration te prevent the Cenſure, or at leaſt ro vn it for 
ſome time, out of a foad hope, chat if they could bur ſhife 
ic off to the riſing ef the Aſſembly, there would not be 
time to take it into conſideration. Their deſign, in ſome 
pare, proved effeftual ; but notwithſtanding all their arti- 
fices, and the great affairs the Aſſembly had to diſpatch 
near its cloſure, nay, though we had not of our fide bur 
the bare truch (2 thiog not very powerful at this day) yer 
by the providence of God things were ſo ordered that, ' 
contrary to all their endeavours, the Aﬀembly reſolved not 
to ſeparate till it had given ſufficient diſcoveries ef its in- 
digoatien againſt thoſe diffoJutions, and its earnelt deſires 
ca. paſs 2 ſolemn condemnation upon them, if they had had 
time todo it. 

To make this the more evident to all the World, a Cir. 
cular Letter was written to all the Biſhops df the Kingdom, 
and the Book of St. Charles Burrhumaus , Printed the latt 
Year by their order, ſent with the ſaid Letter, wherein, 
the more to oppoſe thoſe miſchievous maximes, they begin 
with that of Prebabilsty, which is the foundation of all, 
Their words are theſe © It i a long time, that it bath been 
the grief of our Fpirits, to ſee aur Dioceſſes, as to theſe mat- 
ters, not only in the ſame condition wth the Province of S. 
Charles, but in a much more deplorable. For sf our Confeſ- 
ſors bave a greater talent of learning and abilities than thoſe af 
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bis time, the danger u« ſo much the greater of their embracing 
and folioming certazn modern opinions, which have made ſuch 
# ftrange alteration un Chriſtian Morality, and the maximes of 
th: Goſpel, that the moſt implicet ignorance is to be preferred 
far before ſuch a knowledge ; as ſuch as teaches men to be ſcep- 
#3quts in all things, and to find out ways, not to exterminate 
#be corrupt maximes of men, but to juftifie them therein, and 
io imftrutt them bow th:y may with ſafety of conſcience put 
them in prathice. 

Then they come to thoſe convenrences and accommodati- 
ans that are eſtabliſhed upon the principle of Probabilepy. 
For, ſay they, wh:rcas Feſus Chrift bath left us bis precepts 
and example, to the end that theſe who believe in bim, might 
obey bim, and regulatc their lives according thereto, the deſan 
of theſe _Authors, on the contrary, ſeems to endcavour # com- 
pliance between the precepts of Zeſus Chriit, and the intereſts, 
pleaſmres, and paſſions of men; ſo ingenious are they in ſooth- 
ing their avarice and ambition, by the encourag:ments they 
gove them to be revenged of their enemies, to lend out money 
pon exceſſive intercft, to get #nto Eccleſiaftical dignities by 
T3295 never ſo indirect, and to preſerve the imaginary bonour 
whrch 5s d:rived from the world by baſe and bloody courſes. 
And after they had made ſome ſcornful refleQions on the 
Cafvilts method of the right direBion of the intention, they 
earneſtly condemn their abuſe of the Sacraments. 

And laftly, that the Church might know, that what they 
had done was but little in compariſon of what they would 
have done, had ic been in their power, they conclude thus. 
Sexeral Curcz of the City of Paris, and of other the chiefeft Ci- 
zies of the Kingdom, bave, by the complaint they bave made to 
as of theſe diſorders with the permiſſion of the Reverend their 
Prelates, and their earneſt intreaties that ſome remedy might 
be thought on, beightencd our zeal, and much added to our at- 
8:1ftation and regret. Had their addreſſes come ſooner to our 
« Alſembly than they did, wwe ſhould, with all poſſible exaBineſs 
and diligence, bave examined all the new propoſitions of the 
Caſuiſts whereof they gave us the extrafts, and paſſes 2 ſolemn 
ſentence upon them, ſuch as might bave bindred the further pro- 
greſs of that contagion of mens conſciences. But having not 
the leaſure to take the buſineſs 1nta examination, with the di- 
ligence 
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Igence and exatineſs which the importance theresf might juſtly 
require, we find, that, for the preſent, we cou!d not bethink 
26 of a better remedy for ſo deplorable a diſorder, than to give 
order for the printing of the inſtruftions laid down by Saznt 
Charles Borromzus, Cardinal and _Arch biſhop of Milan, 
at the charge of the Clergy, as being ſuch as whence theſe Con- 
feſſors may learn bow they ought to bebave themſelves in the ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacrament of one, and ts ſend them to 
all the Reverend thc _— of the Kyngdom. 

There beings nothing 10 remarkable from this procedure 
of our Lords the Biſhops, as that what they ſaid proceeded 
abſolutely from the force and conviftion of truth which they 
conceived obliged them to expreſs themſelves in that man- 
ner, we preſumed, that the Authors of thoſe novelties would 
have been more reſerved for the future, and that,having con- 
ſidered that all the Curez of the principal Cities of France, 
and the Prelates, were unanimouſly reſolved upon the con- 
demnation of their doGtrine, they would ar length have fate 
ſill, and theught it no ſmall happineſs that they had avoid- 
ed the cenſure they had ſo much deſerved, that is, ſuch as 
muſt needs have made a neiſe in th? World proportionable 
co the extravagances thev had committed againſt the 
Church. 

This poſture were things in ; and, for our parts, our 
thoughts were wholly taken up with a peaceable inſtru- 
Gon of our People according to pious and Chriſtian max- 
imes, without any fear of diſturbance, when there comes 
upon the ſtage this new Book, we have now to deal with, 
which being an APOLOGY for ail che CASUISTS, 
does alone contain full as much as the reſt do pur toge- 
ther, and revives all the condemned propoſitions, and that 
with an imprudence and ſcandal ſo much the more deſer- 
ving a ſevere cenſure, that it dares appear afrer ſo many 
contemned cenſures, and ſo much the more to be puniſh'd 
for that it is apparent, by the miſcarriage of the remedies 
already uſed, what neceſkity there 1s to find out ſuch as may 
prove more effeftual, to put at lalt a final period to ſo dan- 
gerous and ſo inſupportable a miſchief. 

We come now to the particular reaſons we have to pro- 
ſe;ute the condemnation of this Libel. Thev are indeed 
many 
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many and thoſe very conſiderable, whereof the firſt 'is the 
extraordinary confidence wherewith the Authors of that 
Book maintain the moſt abominable propoſitions of the 
Caſuiſts. Things are now carried on fimply without any 

alliation. The old way of yindication, Which was, that 
Fach and ſuch propoſitions were impos'd upon them, is 
now thought ſhifting and evaſive. No, they deal plainly 
2s thay be, they acknowledge and maintain them at the 
ſame time as ſuch as may be followed with afafe conſcience, 
nay ſuch as are as ſafe, ſay they, as the cOrary opinions. 
*Ti5 very true, ſays the Apology 1h a hundred feveral places, 
that the Caſuiſts hold theſe maximes, but it is as true 1oithall 
#bat they have much reaſon to bold them. Nay, fometimes the 
Author is ſo free-hearred as to acknowledge ſomewhar 
more'than they are reproached with. 'Frs granted, ſays he, 
that we do maintain the propofitions ſo much found fault with, 
and yet the Caſuifts Hick not to go beyond that tov. Sothat 
now all the difference as to matter bf taCt is raken away ; 
he grants all, he acknowledges, that, according to their 
dottrine, there is ns uſury in Comtralts, though the moſt 
guilty of extortion, through the ways he lays down where- 


by to avoid it, pap. 101, 107, 108,8&c. That ſuch as trade. 


3 Bencfices arc not chargeable with Simony, what bargarn 
ſoever they may drive, if there be a right direftion of the in- 
tention; if a Man will cruſt ro what he ſays, pag.6z Blaſ- 
phemies, perjuries, impuriries , in a word, al breaches of 
the Decalogue are no fins at all mben they are committed by any 
wan out of ignorance, ſurpriſe, or paſſion, pag. 26, 23. Itss 
lawful for ſervants to rob their Maſters ro make their wages 

tionable to their ſeryices, according to Father Bauny, 
maintain'd by the Author of the Apology, pag 81. Wy- 
men may take their Huthands mon:y unknown to them to game 
evithall, pag. 152. Fudges ſhall not be obliged to make refli- 
tution of what they way receive for giving an unjuſt jadg- 
ment, pag. 123. A man ſhall not be obliged to quit thoſe 
occaſions and propſitions wherein'be runs the bazard of damna- 
tion, if be caninet do it with caſe and conmrentence, pag. 49. 
o A man docs deſervedly receive abſdlution, and may be a 100r- 
thy communicant, though be be not oth:y wiſe troubled for bis 


fins than out of 3 refleRion on the temporal 1nconveniences oc- 
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caſuoned thereby, pag. 162, 163. A man may t#thout any 
blanr. calummate thoſe who ſpeak 11 of him, by impoſing ſuch 
erimes upon them as be knows they ave 1nmocent of, pag. 127, 
128, 129. Ina werd, any thing ſhajl be lawfu}, the Law 
of God ſhall fignifie nothing, and enly natural reaſon thall 
be our light and guide in all our actions, nay, ſhall enable 
us, fo diſcern when it is lawful for a private man to kill bis 
neizbbour ; Which certainly 1s athing 1o pernicious as defies 
all parallel ; and whereof the conſequences muſt be dread- 
ful. Let st be mate atparert to me, ſays he, pag. $7. Tc. That 
we ought not to be gueded by the ditiates of natural reaſon, to 
diſcern when it is lawful for a man to kill bis Newghbour. 

And to confirm this propoſition ; Since thar Monarchs con- 
fult ONLY NATURAL REASON tpn} Ma- 
I:faftors, in like manney we need no other direfbor than THE 
SAME NATURAL REASON #z9judge whether 
a private perſon may kill another that injures him, aut only 
in things that concern bulife, but alſo bs reputation or eſtate. 
And to aniwer what may be preſs'd on the contrary, 22. 
that it is forbidden by the Law of God, he ſavs in the name 
and behalf of all the Caſuiſts, We beiirve that "we have 
ground enough to exempt from the penalty of that command- 
ment of God, thoſe who kill others for the preſervation of their 
honour, reputation, and eftates. 

If this m:xime bewell confider'd, namely, That «t i the 
proper faculty of Natural Reaſon ro diſcern when it #s 1ate- 
ful or unlawfnl forr a man tv kill brs nerghtour, and a man 
add thereto the «cxecrable maximes of ſome moſt grave 
DoCtors, who, by their natural reaſon, have concluded ic 
lawful, upon certain occafions, to commit ſtrange parri- : 
cides againſt even the molt ſacred perſons, 1t might well be 
judg'd, ther, all this done, if we ſhould be filene, we 
were unworthy the Miniſtry we profeſs; that we were the 
deRroyers, and not the Paitors of the flocks commiered to 
our charte, and chat God might juſtly puniſh us for fo 
criminal a ſilence. We therefore diſcharge our duty, by 
acquainting both the people and Judges of rhefe abormina- 
tions ; and we hope that both people and Judges will do 
theirs, the former in avoiding chem, the latter in puniſhing 
them according to the quality and importance of what ſhall 
be done. But 
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But what is yet a further motive of our earneſt appea- 
rance in this manner, 1s, that we are not to conſider theſe 
propoſitions as taken out of a Book that is anonymous and 
without authority, but as extracted out of ons maintain'd 
2nd countenanced by a very conſiderable body. We ſpeak 
tt not without regret. For thongh we have from the be- 
ginning known well enough who the firſt Authors of theſe 
diſorders were, yet have we thought fit to forbear the diſ- 
covery of them, nor indeed ſhould we yer doit, did they 
not betray themſelyes, as it were out of a ſet purpoſe tobe 
known to all the world. Bur fince they are ſo deſirous it 
ſhould be known, it were to no purpole for us to conceal 
it any longer; fince it is among them that this Libel 
hath been expos'd to fale, that no other place 
than the Colledge of Clermont would ſerve as a Shop to 
pur off that ſcandalous piece ; that ſuch as have brought in 
their money. have carryed away as many APOLOGIES 
FOR THE CASUISTS as the ſums amounted to ; that 
the Fathers of that Colledge have diſperſed them among 
their friends in Pari and the Provinces ; that F. Briſacter, 
ReQtor of their Colledge at Rouen, hath with his own 
hands preſented of them to ſome perſons of quality in that 
City ; that hecauſed it to be read in the RefeRory, while 
all were at Table, asa piece of edification and piety ; that 
he defired the permiſſion to reprint it of one of the prin- 
cipal Magiſtrates; that the Jeſuits of Paris have been very 
earneſt with two DoCtors of Sorbonne for their approbation 
of it ; to be ſhort, ſince they are reſolyed to pluck off the 
viſard, and are willing ſo many ways todiſcoyer themſelves, 
It is high time we ſhould beſtir our ſelves; and thar ſince the 
Feſuits publickly declare themſelves the Patrons of the 
APOLOGY FOR THE CASUISTS, the Curez declare 
that they do publickly charge them therewith. *Tis fic all 
the pr id knew, that, as the Colledge of Clermant is the 
exchange where theſe pernicious maximes are to o boughc 
and ſold, ſo is it in our parifhes that the Chriſtian maximes 
oppolite therero are publickly caught, that ſo it may not 
happen, that the ſimple and unwary, hearing theſe errors 
ſo ſtifly maintained by ſo celebrious a ſociety, and not 
knding any oppoſing them, might rake them tor _ 
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and be inſenfibly enſnared thereby, and that the judgment 
of God ſhould fall upon both people and Paſtors accord- 
ing to the doftrine of the Prophets, who declare, againff 
thele new opinions, that they ſhall both come to ruine, 
the former, for want of having received neceſſary inſtruQi- 
ons, and the latter, for their neglect in giving them. 
There is therefore an inevitable neceſlity lies upon us to 
ſpeak 1n this conjunCture: bur what makes the obligation 
yet morepreſling, 1s, the injurious manner whereby the Au- 
thors of the Apology fall ſo bitterly on our Minittry. For 
that book, to ſpeak properly, is no more than a ſcanda- 
lous Libel againſt the Curez of Paris and the Provinces 


« Who have oppoſed their diſorders. Ir is a {trange thing to 


ſe how they ſpeak of the Extradts, which we preſented to 
the Clergy,of their mot dangerous propoſitions, and to con- 
ſider wichal the miracle of their confidence to treat us, upon 
no other account, as they do, pag- z. and 176, with the 
terms of :gnorant, faftiou, herctical, wolves and falſe Tea- 
cbers, It u a thing which the Society of the Feſuits cannot 
but reſent (ſay they p. 176.) to ſee that snformations are 
put wp againft themby a ſort of Ignorants, who deſerve not to 
be numbred among the dogs that wait on the flock of thc 
Church, whom yet ſame take for truc Pajtors, nay, the yare 
followed by the ſheep that ſubmit to the conduBt of thoſe wolres. 
Now this 1s the conſummation of inſolence whereto the 
Feſuits have raiſed the Caſuifts.They thought it nor enough 
co abuſe the patience and moderation of the Miniſters of 
the Church, to introduce their impious opinions, but are 
now come to that. height, that they will needs force our 
of the Miniſtery of the Church thoſe who refuſe their con- 

ſent thereto. | 
This ſeditious and ſchiſmarical attempt, which aims at 
the raiſing of a ſpirit of diviſion between the people and 
their lawful Paſtors, by inciting them to ſhun thayygyTea- 
chers as falſe Prophets and wolves, for no other Teaſon 
than that they ſtand in the gap againſt a carnal and impure 
morality, is of ſuch importance in the Church, that we 
could not be any longer ſerviceable in our Functions if this 
inſolence were not repreſſed. For it were as much as to expe 
we ſhould renounce our charaQter,and forſake our _—_— 
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if, therebeing ſo many Chriſtian Tribunals eſtabliſhed for 
the maintenance of evangelical rules, it were not lawful for 
us, without fear of being defamed as zrolves and falſe pro- 
phets, to tell thoſe whom weare obliged to inſtru, that 
it is out of all queſtion a crime for a manto traduce his 
neighbour ; that 1t is much more ſafe in conſcience for a 
man that hath received a blow on the one cheek, to turn the 
other to the ſmiter, than to kill him, chough he endeavour 
to run away for it ; that to fight a duel is an inevitable crime; 
and thatit is 2 horrid fa!ſhood to ſay, that it i the part of bu- 
mane reaſon to diſcern when 1t 15 lawful or unlawful for a man 
80 kill bss neighbour. 1f we have not the freedom to ſpeak af- 
ter this manner, but there muſt immediately come abroad 
Books publickly maintained by the whole body of the Fe- 
Fuits, repreſenting vs as faQtious ſpirits, ignorants and falſe 
Prophets, it is impoſſible we ſhould be faithful inthe admi- 
niſtration.. of our funCtions, and the government of the 
flocks committed to our charge. 

There is no place, though nor civilized out of its original 
infidelity and barbariſm, where it may not be lawful to af- 
firm calumny to be a crime, and thar it is not lawful for a 
man to kill his neighbour purely to vinditate his honour.No, 
there are no places but thoſe where Jeſuits are, in which a 
mandares not ſay ſo much. We muſt either permit Homicides, 
Calumnies, and the profanation of the Sacraments, or ſtand 
expoſed to the ſad effeRs of their vengeance. We are appoin- 
ted by God to be the meſſengers of his commandments to 
his people, and we muſt nor preſume to obey him without 
falling under the fury of theſe carnal Caſuiſts. What a 
_— poſture are we at this day reduced to? Wountous, 
ſays the Scripture, if we do not preachthe Goſpel; and wo 
unto us, ſay theſe men, if we do preachit. We are on the 
one fide to fear the indignation of God, on the other we are 
threarned by the inſolencies of men,and ſo we are reduced to 
a necefſity of either degenerating into falſe Prephers and 
wolves, or being torn to pieces as ſuch by thirty thouſand 
eongues that can afford us no other charaCter. ' 

his is the ground of our complaints. This was it that 

obliged us to demand juſtice for our ſelves and Chriſtian Mo- 

rality, in whoſe cauſe we muſt needs be concerned. This mw 
oy hat 
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hath reinflamed our zeal to maintain the purity of manners 
proportionably to the attemprs of thoſe that would defile 
it, Morality, the more powerfully it is oppoſed, becomes 
the more endeared to us, to which it adds ſome thing thac 
we arealone to defend it. And therefore out of the ſatis- 
faftion it is to us, that God is pleaſed ro make our weakneſs 
contributory thereto, we preſume toſay with the man after 
his own heart, Lord it is time for thee to ariſe, they have de- 
frroyed thy law; but it ratſeth in us a greater affe&1on to thy 
precepts, and an averſion for all the ways of iniquity. 

Itis in the mean time a very deplorable cafe that we 
ſhould be thus worried and perſecuted by thoſe from whom 
we oughr rather to have expeCted relief ; ſothat we are to 
engage with the paſſions of men, not only attended with all 
the impetuoſity that 1s natural thereto, but alſo puffed up 
and maintained by the approbation and intereſt of ſo vaſt a 
body of Religious men ; and that inſtead of any advantage 
we might make of their inſtructions in erder to the referma- 
tion of popular extravagances, WEe- are forced to make the 
beſt we can of that ſmall remainder of pious ſentiments 
there may be in the people, to work in them a horror for 
the irregularities of thoſe Religious men. 

And this poſture are our affairs in at the preſent ; but we 
hope God will incline the hearts of choſe, in whoſe power it 
15 to dous juſtice, totake our caule into their conſideration, 
and that they will be the more earneſt co endeavour our vin- 
dication, by how much they are otherwiſe likely co be made 
complices of theſe corruprions. In this number are compre- 
hended the Pope, the Biſhops, and the Parliament, by chat 
extravagant infinuatien wherein the Authors of the Libel 
would have it believed as a thing moſt certain, that the Buls 
of thc Popes againſt the five Propolitions are a general appro» 
bation of the dotrine of the Caſuiits ; chan which there can- 
not be any thing more injurious to thoſe Bulls, nor more 
impertineat ia itſelf, fince there 1snot the leaſt analozy be- 

tween thoſe two things. All that is common between hoſe 
five Propoſitions and thoſe of the Caſuiſts, 1s,that they .are 
all equally heretical. For, as there_are Herefies in marters of 
Faith, ſo are there alſo Herefies in matter of Moralsty,accord- 
ing to the Fathers and Councils, and theſe ſuch as are ſo 
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much the more _— in that they are made complyant 
with the patſions of men and that unhappy leaven of concu- 
piſcence, which the greateſt Saints are tiot exempred from. 
We are therefore to bein ſome meaſure confident that thoſe, 
who have expreſſed ſo much zeal againſt the condemne@Pro- 
poſitions, will diſcover no leſs upon this occaſion, ſince that 
the welfare of the Church, which it may have beertthen 
their principal deſign to promote, is now ſo much'themore 
concerned, inſomuch that whereas the Hereſfie of the five 
Propoſitions is underſtood only by Divines, and thit no bo- 
dy preſumes to maintain them, it happens here, on''theron- 
trary, that che hereftes of the Caſurfis fall within the under- 
ſanding of all the world, and ate publickly maintained by 
the FESUITS. mT | 


THE ANSWER 
OF THE 


Curez of Pe+ARTS, 


Maintaining the FAC TUM Preſented by 
them to the Reverend: Vicars General, 
to demand the''Cenſure of 


THE APOLOGY FOR- THE OASUISTS; 
Againſt a piece Intituled, 
A REFUT ATION of the Calumnies lately 
publiſ®*d by the Authors of the FACT U M, 


ander the name of the Reverend the Curez 
of PARIS, &c, 


F A Eter the ſolemn Indiftment we have brought in with ſo 

much juſtice and reaſon before the Eccleſiaſtical Tri- 
bunal, againſt the Apology for the Caſuifts, whereof we have 
diſcovered the moſt pernicious maximes and the ſtrange ex- 
Eavagances which had fill'd with horror thoſe whom God 


had 


the Myſtery of: Feſuitiſme:; IT 5 
had inſpired with any thing of love for his Truths,there was 
ſome ground to hope, that thoſe, who, out of an immode- 
rate deſire to maintain even the molt diffolute of their Au- 
thors (whereof that Book gives the World a faithful Cata- 
logue) were engag'd in the defence of it, weuld by their 
humility and filence, have repaired the injury which they 
had done all juſt and indifferent perſons by their temerity 
and blindneſs. 

And we find to our regret that nothing is able ts abate 
their preſumption. Inſtead of fitting ſtill, or not opening 
their mouths, unleſs it were to diſclaim errours ſo unmain- 
eainable, and ſo palpably oppoſite to the purity of the Go- 
ſpel, they have newly put forth a piece, wherein they main- 
tain all thoſe errours, and fall into the greateſt yirulence 
that may be againſt the FACT U M we had made, tolay 
open the corruption of their doctrines. 

This is it that obliges us to reaſſume new conrage, and to 
riſe up againſt that exceſſive confidence of theirs, ſo to take 
away the reproach which muſt otherwiſe be pur on our age, 
that the enemies of Chriſtian morality had been morecarneſt 
in their attempts againſt ir, than the Paſtors of the Church 
in the maintenance of it; and that it happened nor, that, 
while the People rely upon our vigilance, we our ſelves - 
ſhould fall into that ſloathful indifference, which the Scri- 
pture does ſo ſeverely condemn in the Paſtors. 

The writing newly publifh'd againſt our Fa&un is a meer 
ſtratagem of the Feſurts who are nam'd therein, and who, 
that tkey might wich che greater liberty exerciſe cheir derra- 
Aion upon the piece, without any apparent injury to our 
perſons, ſay, that they do not look on it as a thing where- 
of we are really the Authors, bur as a piece impoſed up- 
ON Us. 

And though it had been made by us, examin'd and cor- 
refed by eight perſons of our Body appointed to that pur» 
poſe, approved in the general Aſſembly of our Company, 
printed 1n our names, preſented by us juridically to the Re- 
verend the Vicars general, diſpers'd by us through our Pa- 
riſhes, and own'd and acknowledg'd by all the ways that 
could be, as it appears by the orders of our Aſſembly of 
Fan.7. February 4. and April 1. 1658. yet it is nothing 
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with them to affirm, that we never had any hand in it, and 
upon that ridiculous ſuppoſition they treat the Authors of 
the Faftum with the molt injurious terms that truth could 
be affronted by, and ar the ſame time give us the molt in- 
finuating commendations that fimplicity could be ſurpri- 
ſed by. 

$0 that all that is new, 1s, that their language, as to us, 
1s different trom what it was. In the LApologre for the Ca- 

ſuifts we were falſe Prophets, here we are true and worthy 
Paſtors. In the Apolozie, they hated us as ravenou wolkes 3 
here they love us as perſons wenerable for their vertue and prety. 
In the « Apologie they treated us as Ignorants ; here we are 2 
ſort of perſons illuminated and full of light. In the Apole- 
gie, they treated us as Hereticks and Schi ſmaticks; here they 
have a reverence not only for our charatter, but alſo for our 
perſons. Bur in both the one and the other there 1s this one 
thing common, that they maintain that corrupt Morality 
as the true Morality of the Church, Which kind of proce- 
dure diſcovering nothing ſo much as that it 1s their princi- 
pal deſign to introduce their own pernicious doctrine, they 
accordingly, to effe it, indifferently faiten on thoſe cour- 
ſes which they imagine mig't contribute molt thereto; ſo 
that it matters n&t much whether they ſay of us that we are 
zoolves or lawful Paſtors, ſince they do it as they think it 
more or leſs advantagious for the authorization and main- 
renance of their Errours: So that the change of their ſtile 
15 no effect of the converſion of their hearts, but a piece of 
Legerdemain common 1n their politicks, whereby they put 
on ſo many different ſhapes, yet ſtill continue the ſame per- 
ſons, that is to ſay, conſtant enemies to the truth and thoſe 
that maintain it. 

For there is nothing ſo certain, as that they are not re- 
ally changed 1n reſpect of us, and that we are not the per- 
ſons they commend, bur that on the contrary we are thoſe 
whom they wreak their malice upon, fince that they com- 
mend only thoſe Curez who had not any hand 1n the Fawn, 
which can have no relation to us who were all as deeply as 
may be concern'd in it, and that they openly betray their 
zndignation againſt the Authors and Approvers ef it, which 
we cannot be inſenſible of. And thus all the evil they _ 
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Joth to ſpeak of us as Curez, they ſay of us as Authors of 
the FACTUM, and they do not ſpeak advantageouſly of us 
1n any ſenſe, but co have the greater opportumty to load us 
with injuries and reproaches in another, 

This 1s a pitiful kind of artifice, and a way to be injuri- 
ous that 15 more baſe and more picquant than if it were free 
and open. And yet fo irreclaimable is their preſumption, 
that they make their advantages of it got only againſt us, 
bur alſo againſt thoſe whom God hath rais'd into the moſt 
eminent dignities of the Church ; for they have no berter 
treatment for the Circular Letter, direfted by our Lords 
the Prelares of the Aſſembly of the Clergy, to all the Bi- 
ſhops of France, to preſerve their Dioceſes from the cor- 
ruption of theſe Caſusffs, They ſay of that Letter, pag. 7. 
that it 1s a ſurreptitious piece without their approbation, with- 
out Order and without Authority, though it were really pub- 
liih'd by the Order of the Prelates of the Aſſembly, dreſſed 
up by themſelves, approved by them, printed at their com- 
mand, by Vitre Printer to the Clergy of France, with the 
Inſtructions of Saint Charles, and an extract of the verbal 
Proceſs of the firit of February, 1657. wherein thoſe Pre- 
Jates condemned the difſolutions of the Caſuiſts, and make 
it 2 matter of yery earneſt complaint, that theſe times are ſo 
fertile in the produBiion of maximes ſo pernicious, and ſo can- 
trary to thuſe of the Goſpel, and ſuch as arc likely to prove the 
bane and deftruftion of Chriſtian Morality. 

But what ? the Letter mentioned approves not the do- 
Qrine of the Caſuifts ; 'ris enoughto give the Feſusss occa- 
fron to treat it as 2 thing forg'd and ſuppoſititious, how 
authenrick ſoever it may be, and how venerable ſoever their 
dignity may be by whom it was ſent. Who (ſo blind as 
not to ſee in this carriage of theirs, ' that, whatever it may 
coſt them, they would be exempted from the cerreftions 
and ſuperintendency of the Eccleſiaſtical Miniſtery, and that 
they do not acknowledge it bur in what makes for their ad- 
vantage, as if the Miniſters were in the place of God when 
they are favourable to them, and are pur out of that place 
when they oppoſe their extravagances ? This is an ordinary 
degree of preſumprion in them. Becauſe they find them- 
ſelves grown ſo powerful in the World, as to dcfie _ 
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juſt chaſtifements, which would inevitably fall on any other 


beſides them, ſhould he be guilty of far lefſer faults. Thence 
do they take the liberty of not receiving any thing from the 
Church but what they pleaſe themſelves, For what elſe can 
be their meaning when they ſay ; « We have a reſpeC for 
four Lords the Prelates, and whatſoever comes from them, 
f but for the Circular Letter ſent by their order and under 
ftheir names to all the Prelates of France againſt our Caſu- 
*;ſts, we honour it not, but on the cantrary reject it as a 
f piece that is forged , and hath neither their conſent nor 
f authority. And in like manner, we have a veneration for 
« the Reverend the Curez of Paris, but for the Faftum prin- 
«red under their name, which they have preſented to the Re- 
£ verend the Vicars General, we declare it to be a ſcandalous 
«writing, and that the Authors of them are Men of ſeditt- 
© ous principles, Hereticks and Schiſmarticks. What ſhould 
all this ſignifie, but that the World ſhould take norice that 
they honour the Miniſters of the Church when they diſturb 
them nor in their diſorders ; bur that when they offer to 
do any ſuch thing,they make them know by their contempt, 


| by their calumnies, and by their out-rages, What it 15 to 
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meedle with them ? 
' Thus it ſhall be lawful for them to ſay any thing, and 
the Prelates and Paſtors mnt not preſume to contradict 
chem, but they mult withall be immediately treated as He- 
reticks and faCtious ſpirits, either in their perſons or their 
works. They hal] have the priviledge to ſell in their Col- 
ledge, and to ſcatter into all our Pariſhes the exe:rable 
x Apologre for the Caſuiſes ; and we muſt not preſume to pur 
out a writing that might in ſome meaſure be an Antidote 
againſt ſo mortal a poiſon, | 

They ſhall have pur daggers and poyſon into the hands of 
furious and vindicative Men, by declaring exprefly That it is 
41 the pow:r of private Perſms as well as Soveraigns, to diſ- 
cern, only by the aſſiſtance of the light of reaſon, when it ſhall 
be lawful or unlawful for a man to kill bis neighbour ; and it 
jhall be an ex-eſs of preſumption in us to put up our com- 
p/gints to the Eccleſiaſtical Judges againſt theſe murthering 
maximes, and to repreſent by a Fafum the monſtrous effects 
pf thar bloody doctrine, | / 
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It ſhall be in their hands to inveſt all Men indifferently 
with all that power of life and death, which is the moſt 11- 
luſtrious prerogative of Soveraigns ; and we muſt nat be 
permitted to give our People notice, that it is a horrid and 
diabolical falſhood to ſay, that it is lawful for them to be 
their own carvers in matter of jultice, eſpecially when the 
lives of their adyerſaries come ta be concerned, and that 
ic is ſo far from truth, that one Man may, by his own pri- 
vate Authority, and the diſcernment of natural reaſon, kill 
another, that, on the contrary, it can never be done bur. 
by a divine Authority and light. | 

They ſhall haye infamoully expoſed to ſale all the digni- 
ties of the Church, and open a gap for all — to thruſt 
into the houſe of God, by an imaginary diſtindtion-of min- 
tize and price; and we dare not publiſh, that a Man can- 
not without crime enter into the Miniſtery of the Church, 
bur by the right door which is Feſus Chriſt; and that thoſe 
who maintain that Money given as a motive is another, do 
not make a true door whereat the lawful Paſtors may enter, 
bur a real breach fit only to let in wolves, nor to feed, bur 
ro deyour the flock he 1s ſo tender of. 

They ſhall have freed D-traCtors from all crime, and de- 
clared it to be Jawful (by the authoriey of Dicaftilus one of 
their fraternity, and aboye twenty eminent Jeſuits) for 8 
man to impoſe falſe crimes contrary to his own conſcience, to 
bring thoſe snto diſpþaragement who would ruinc bim. 

They ſhall have permitted Judges to detain what they bad 
yeceived for doing an aft of injuftice; Women, to rob their 
Husbands ; Servants, a wg n from their Maſtcrs; Mothers, 
to wiſh therr daughters death when they arc not in a condition 
to diſpoſe of them 1n marriage ; the Rich, not to give any thing 
out of therr Superfluity , the Voluptueus, ts cat and drink as 
much as they pleaſe, upon no other account than that of volup- 
tuouſneſs, and to purſue the enjoyments of the ſenſes as things 
3ndifferent ; Thole who are 1nſnared in the next occaſions 
of falling into the moſt damnable fins, to continue therein 
when it may be any incon:emence to them to quit them ; thoſe 
who are grown old in an habitual courſe ot vicious liying, 
ts approach the Sacraments, though they come with ſo weak a 
reſolution of amendment of life, that they are confident it wil 
pot 
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not be long erc they fall into the ſame crimes again, and with- 
owt other remorſe for what was paſſed, than what the tempo- 
ral inconveniences occaſioned thereby might bave raiſed in 
them. 

Laſtly, they ſhall have permitted Chriſtians to do what 
Pagans, Jews, Mahometans and Barbarians would have had 
in execration, and ſhall have hlled the Church with the moſt 
palpable darknefs that ever came out of the bottomleſs Pie; 
and we ſhall not, todiſpel it, ſhed forth the leaſt ray of 
evangelical light, but the whole Society takes alarm, and 
declares that they can be no other than Men of ſeditious 
principles and Hereticks, who ſpeak 1n that manner againſt 
cheir Morality ; that their dotrine, being the true doftrine 
of Faith, they arc obliged in conſcience, bow willing ſo ever 
#bey may be to ſuffer and comply with the Croſs, to Foeak againſt 
thoſe faQious ſpirits and Schiſmaticks that quarrelled thereat ; 
that ſe ſaying they ſpeak not againſt us, for we are perſons 
of more Piety than to be Authors of a Piece that ſhould 
any way oppoſe them, and that if it be otherwiſe we only 
are chargeable with the diſturbance of the peace and tran- 
quillity of the Church by troubling them in the free publi- 
cation ef their doCtrines. Thus do they endeavour craftily 
ro inveigh againſt us as the enemies of publick tranquillity. 
whe could hav: believed, ſay they, that the Reverend the Cu- 
Ye, who upon the account of their minsſtersal funttions are the 
mediators of peace between the Seculars, ſhould be the Authors 
of a writing that might raiſe a Firit of ſchiſm and diviſion 
between them and Religious men > And immediately after, Is 
the ſpirit of God and Chriftian piety now ſo degencratcd, as 
#6 engage the diſciples of the Lamb to be ravenous among theni- 
ſelves as if they were ſo many wolves? And thus do they make 
a great deal of noiſe in diſcourſes, to ſhew, that hey are 
defirous of peace, and that we are the only diſturbers 
thereof. 

Whar an uncontroleable thing is jinſolence when backed 
by impunity ! And what a ſtrange progreſs will temerity 
make 1n a ſmall time, when it meets 22s. nothing that can 
give its violence any check ! Theſe Caſuifts, after they had 
diſturbed the peace of the Church by their horrid dottrines 
which tend to the deſtruction of the precepts of Feſus 
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Cbri5t, as our Lords the Biſhops lay to their charge, have 
no other ſhift now than ro accuſe thoſe who endeavour to 
re-eſtabliſh the doetrine of Jeſus Chriſt, as diſturbers of the 
Church's peace. After they had pur things into diſorder of 
all ſides by the publication, of their deteſtable Morality, 
they creat as breakers of the publick peace, thoſe whoſe con- 
ſ:iences will not ſuffer them to comply with their deſigns, 
and whg cannot endure that theſe Pharsſces of the new Law, 
as they have called themſelves , ſhould eſtabliſh their hu- 
mane Traditions upon the ruines of the divine. 

But they ſhall make no advantage of this artifice. We 
have made a ſuthcient diſcovery of our love to peace by our 
ſo long filence. We ſpoke not till ſuch ime as that it 
would have been acrimein us to be any longer filent. They 
have abuſed thac peace, to intraduce their damnable opini- 
ons, and they would now endeavour the continuance of it, 
to give them further footing. But the true children of the 
Church know well enough how to diſtioguiſh between that 
rrue peace which our Saviour only can give, and which the 
World is unacquainted with, and the deceitful peace which 


'the World may give, but which withall is hateful to the Sa- 


viour of the World. They know the true peace to be that 
which endeavours the ſettlement of eruch in the belief of 
Men, and that the deceitful peace is that which aims at the 
propagation of errour in the credulity of Men. They know 
there is ſuch a conſonancy between truth and the true peace, 
that they are inſeparable ; that there is no interpoſition rai- 
ſed between it and the eyes of God by the thaw which 
ſometimes eclipſe it from the eyes of Men, when the Pro- 
vidence of God thinks fit to engage Men intog vindication 
of his truths from unjuſt attempts ; and that what were then 
2 peace in the apprehenſions of Men, would be no other 
than a war in the fight of God. They know further that 
theſe correftions are (o far from being guilty of any breach 
of Charity, that it were no leſs to forbear them, for that 
it is the CharaQter of a counterfeit Charity to ſuffer the 
wicked to purſue the enjoyments of their vices, whereas it 
3s the property of true charity to diſturb that woful cran- 
quillity, and conſequently, that, inſtead of cſtabliſhing the 
Charity that is deriyed from God by that apparent nuldneſs, 
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it were, on the contrary, to deſtroy it by a criminal indul- 
gence, as the holy Fathers teach us in thoſe words, Hyec cha- 
ritas deftruit charitatem. 

This is alfo the meaning of what the Scripture teaches us, 
chat Chrift came into the World nor only to bring peace, 
but alſo s ſword and diviſion, becauſe all theſe things are 
necefſary, every one in its proper time, for the adyantage 
of Truth, which is the ultimate end of the faitHful, whereas 
peace and war are ogly the means, and allowable propor- 
tionably to what they contribute to the advantages and eſta- 
bliſhment of Truth. They know that it is npon this ac- 
count the Scripture ſays, that there is a time of peace and 4 
zime of war, whereas it cannot be ſaid that there is a time 
for truth, and a time for falſhood ; and that it is better 
that ſcandals ſhould happen than chat truth ſhould be for- 
aken, as the holy Fathers of the Church maintain. 

It is therefore apparent, that thoſe perſons, who are for- 
ced to make uſe of this pretence of charity and peace, to 
prevent Men from ſpeaking againſt ſuch as deſtroy the cruth, 
diſcover themſelves to be friends only to the deceitful peace, 
and that they are profefſed enemies to truth and the true 
peace. Accerdingly hath it been the conſtant pradtice of 
the Perſecutors of the-Church to make this pretence of 
peace the ſtaiking-horſe of their moſt inſupportable yio- 
lences ; thus have the falſe friends of peace conſented to the 
oppreſſion of the truths of Religion,and the Saints by whom 
they were maintained. 

Upon theſe grounds was it, that St. . Athanaſius, St, Hr 
lary, and other holy Biſhops in their times, were treated as 
rebellious, faQtious, obſtinate men, and enemies to peace 
and union ; that they were depoſed, baniſhed and forſaken 
in 2 manner by all the faithta], who miſinterpreted for a 
breach of peace-the zeal they had for the truth. Hence 
came it that the holy and famous Monk Stephen was charged 
25 2 diſturber of the Church's tranquillity by che 3 30. Bi- 
ſhops who would needs have the Images removed out of 
the Churches, which certainly was a point not of the great- 
eſt conſequence to ſalvation. And yet becauſe Men ought 
not to ſhrink from the leaſt truths under pretence of peace, 
that holy Rel:gious man publickly oppeſed them, and it was 
upon 
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upon that ground that he was at laſt condemned, as may 
be ſeen 1n the Annals of Baronius, Anno 7 54. 

Thus alſo were the holy Patriarchs and Prophets char- 
ged, as Elzah was, to be treublers of the tranquillity of Iſracl, 
and that the Apoſtles, nay, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, were con- 
demned as the Authors of difturbance and difſention, be- 
cauſe they declared a ſaving hoſtility againſt the corrupt 
paſſionsand tte fatal extravagances of the Hypocritical Pha- 
riſees and inſolent Prieſts of the Synagogue. - And laſtly, 
all chis 15 no more than the Scripture gives us a general re- 
preſentation of, when entertaining us with a charaQter of 
theſe falſe Teachers, who call by the name of divine thoſe 
things that are diabolical, as theſe Caſuiſts do at this day 
in their Morality, it ſays, Wiſdom, chap. 14. that they alſo 
give the-hame of peace to the molt deplorable deſolation. 
The extravagance of men, ſaith the wiſe man, 4s come to that 
height, that they give the 1ncommunicable name 'of the Divo 
nity to that which bath not the eſſence thereof, to flatter the 
#nchnations of men, and to ſh:w their compliance: with the 
bumours of Kings and Princes: And being not content to be 
fo miſtaken un things divine, aud to live in that errour which 
5s a truc war, they give the name of peace to a condition full of 
trouble and diſorder. In magno viventes inſcientiz bello, 
cot & tanta mala pacem appellant. 

It 15 therefore 2 principal truth of our Religion, that 
there are certain times wherein it is neceſſary to trouble the 
poſſeſſion of errour, which the wicked call peace, and this 
1s a thing no way to be doubted of after the confirmation 
of ſo many Authorities. Now if ever there was an indif- 
penſable occaſion and neceſſity to do it, let us examine whe- 
ther there could be a greater or more preſſing than there is 
at this day. 

We find the moſt- numerous and moſt powerful bedy of 
Men in the whole Church, thar which hath the diſpoſal of 
the conſciences of all the greateſt, bandying togerher and 
conſpiring in- the maintenance of the moſt horrid maximes 
that ever the Church groaned under. We find them, not- 
withſtanding all the charieable admonitions that have been 
oiven them, both privately and publickly, obſtinately coun- 
tenancing Revenge, Ararice, gluttony, vain-glory, —_— 
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and all theexorbitances of corrupt nature, the profanation 
of the Sacraments,contempt of the miniſteries ofthe Ch.rch, 
and the diſparagement of the Antient Fathers, that they 
mighr introduce into their ſtead ſuch Authors of their own 
2s are moſt remarkable for their ignorance and remerity. 
And yet though we cannot bur ſee the Church ready ro be 
overwhelmed with this deluge of corruption, we mult not 
preſunte, for fear of diſturbing the peace, to call out to 
thoſe that are entruſted with the condu@ thereof, ſave us, 
wo periſh. 
The moſt inconfiderable truths of Religion have been 
maintained eyen to the death, and yer 'tis expetted we 
ſhould quietly let go the moſt eſſential points of our Reli- 
gion _ the maximes that are moſt important and of great- 
eſt neceſſity in order to the ſalvation of men, becauſe it is 
the pleaſure not of 300. Biſhops, nor indeed of ſo much 
as one, nor of the Pope, but only of the ſociety of rhe 
Teſuits, to overturn them 2s they pleaſe. 
defore ay they to be at peace even with thoſe who aye un- 
willing to bave any.Strange preſervers of peace who never yet 
ſuffered the leaſt writing eo come out againſt their Morality, 
Which they have nor worried with their bleudy Anſwers,and 
yer ſtil] writing the laſt they will needs have us to fir quiet 
whule they remain in poſſeſſion of their unjuſt pretenſions ! 
We thought it not amiſs to be the more large in the refu- 
ration of this repreach, becauſe there is not any they ſeem 
ſo much to inſiſt upon againſt us. For though there may 
be few perſons whom they can perſwade, that the Caſnilts 
are hely Authors, yet is it not impoſſible, but they may 
meet with ſome whom they may cajol into a belief, that we 
are neverthele(s very much to blame for diſturbing the peace 
of the Church by our oppoſition. For the ſatisfaCtion there- 
fore of ſuch, have we thought fir co dreſs upthis diſcourſe, 
to give them to underſtand that there are not ewo queſtions 
to be made upon this occaſion, but only one, and that it is 
impoſſible it ſhould ar the ſame time be true, both, that che 
Moraliey of the Caſusits is sbominable, and that we are blame- 
worthy to diſturb their deceitful peace in oppoſing it. 
Let it not therefore be expeCted that we thould ever for- 
ſake the cauſe of Chriftian Morality; no, we have a greater 
tender- 
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tenderneſs for the truth than to be guilty of that baſeneſs. 
But to let them know withal how far we are alſo lovers of 
peace, we open them the gate of it as wide as wecan, and 
declare, that we are ready to entertain them into our very 
hearts, afſoon as they ſhall have abyjured the pernicious max- 
imes of their Morality, cited by us in our Fi&um and in 
our Extrafs, read in, 'and taken out of their Authors in 
their own words, and aſſoon as they ſhall ſincerely renounce 
the pernicious APOLOGY FOR THE CASUISTS, and 
the miſchievous treatiſes of Divinity of Eſcobar, Iolina, 
Sanchez, L:ſſins, Hurtado, Bauny, Amicus, Maſcarenhas, 
and all books of that nature, which our Lords the Biſhops 
call the Plagwe of conſciences. And thus ſtands the caſe be- 
tween us. For here is not any thing to do, as they would 
maliciouſly make the world believe, concerning the diffe- 
rences which the Curez may have with the Fehgroue. The 
queſtion now is not about any conteſtation concerning the 
priviledges of the Feſusrs, or of oppoſing their continual 
uſurparions upon the authority of the Curez. Though their 
beoks are full of miſchievous maximes asto thar particular, 
yet did we purpoſely forbear all notice thereof in the Ex= 
tracts we preſented to the Aﬀembly of the Clergy, becauſe 
we would not bring in any thing into the general cauſe of 
the Church that ſhould concern us in particular. The mat- 
ter therefore in agitation here 1s of the purity of Chriſtian 
Morality, which we are reſolved not to ſuffer to be cor- 
rupted ; and we are not the only men engaged in this de- 
fign. The Curez of Rouen, by the authority of their Pre- 
late are ready to ſecond us witha zeal eruly Chriſtian and 
Paſtoral. And beſides, we have, now in our hands no ſmall 
rumber of Depurations from the Curez of other Cities of 
France, who with the like permiſſion of our Lords their 
Prelates, will earneſtly oppoſe theſ2 new corruptions, un- 
til ſuch time as thoſe who are the maintainers thereof thall 
renounce them. 4 

Till then we ſhall continue to be their Proſecutors, whe= 
ther they ſpeak well or ill of us it matters not, and we ſhall 
not diſclaim the truths which we have advanced in our 
Faftum, to purchaſe at that price, the commendations they 
would then take occaſion to giveus. UW: ſhall nor be —_ 
, 


Pit "tt 


4 I 
126 Additionals ih, &c. :, 
by either their curſes or bleſſings, @s the Scriptnre ſaith. They 
have not been able ro frighten us, as enemies, nor ſhall they 
corrupt us, as flatterers. They have found us unmoved at 
their menaces, they ſhall find us inflexible at their careſſes, 
and we ſhall expreſs our ſelves equally inſenſible of their 
injuries, and their infinuations. We R— the ſame 
conſtant countenance to all their different looks, and we 
ſhall oppoſe, to the duplicity of the children of this world, 
the ſimplicity of the children of the-Goſpel. | 
Done by the order of the Company, reported in the general 
«Aſſembly, of Monday the firft of April 1658. and reviewed 
by the Deputics whoſe names are bere under-mentioned. 
MAZURE, Dodtor of Sorbonne and Cu1e of S. Pauls. ROUS- 
SE, Door of the Society of Sorbonne, Cure of S.Roch, 
and Syndic of the Curez of Pars. 
DEBREDA, Door of the Socicty of Sorbonne, and Cure 
of St, Andrews des Arcs. 
MARLIN, Dodtor of the Colledge of Navarre, and Cure 
of St. Euftache. 
DU PUIS, Batchelor of Divinity, Cure of the Sts. Inzo- 
cents, and Syndic of the Curez of Parss. 
FORTIN, Door of the Faculty of Paris, and Cure of 
St. Chrsflopbercs. 
GARGAN, Canon Regular of St. .Auguftine, and Cure 
of St. Medardes. 
DAVOLE, Door of the Colledge of Navarre, and Curg 
of St. Peters aux Becufs. | 
It was reſolved alſo by the Company the very ſame day, that 
an c Anſwer /#0uld be made to another piece newly come abroad 
againſt the ſams FACTUM of ours, divided into two 
parts, and entituled, A Fattum; by way of Anſwer ts the 
pretended Faftum of the Curcz of Paris, &c. 
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